


F O R E W O R D  

The devotion i n  t h i s  i s sue  was delivered by 
Pas tor  Paul  Madson a t  the  ELS General Pas to ra l  
Conference, held a t  Bethany Lutheran College l a s t  
October. It is a f i t t i n g  message a s  w e  conclude 
t h i s  a m i v e r s a r y  year of Martin ~ u t h e r ' s  b i r t h .  

W e  continue and conclude t h e  Homiletics Notes 
by the  sa in ted  Prof.  Milton Otto, who taught 
Homiletics a t  Bethany Lutheran Seminary f o r  twenty- 
f i v e  years. Professor Otto consented t o  the  pub- 
l i s h i n g  of these  notes  before h i s  death and we a r e  
pleased to share  them with you, Most of our ELS 
pas to r s  learned t h e i r  sermonizing s k i l l s  from him. 
Also included i n  t h i s  i s sue ,  and r e l a t e d  t o  Homi- 
l e t i c s ,  i s  an a r t i c l e  by Pas tor  John Krueger on 
The C e n t r a l i t y  of t h e  Word i n  Preaching. - 

The a r t i c l e  by Pas tor  Hugo Bandberg on Clergy 
Divorces is t imely ,  It w a s  de l ivered t o  the  
C i r c u i t  V i s i t o r ' s  Conference l a s t  September. The 
Congerenee requested t h a t  i t  be pr in ted  i n  t h e  
Quarterly and w e  are happy t o  do so. 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  paper by Rev, Ed Bryant del ivered 
t o  a j o i n t  pastor-teacher conference, is  a he lp fu l  
reminder of the  importance of properly d is t inguish-  
ing  beeween Law and Gospel i n  teaching and d i s c i -  
p l i n i n g  children, 

The  next i s s u e  of t h e  Quarterly w i l l  contain 
the l e c t u r e s  on J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by D r .  Got t f r ied  
Hoffman, de l ive red  a t  t h e  annual Reformation lec-  
t u r e s  a t  Bethany College. 

We also wish our readers  a joyful  Christmas 
and a blessed New Year i n  t h e  Name of our one and 
only Saviour J e s u s  C h r i s t .  
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D E V O T I O N  

ELS Pas to ra l  Conference - October, 1983 

Text: Hebrews 13:7 Remember With G r a t i t u d e  the  
Church m i c h  Luther Founded 

Each of u s  can say i n  regard  t o  himself,  "~'m 
a  ast tor." More than that we can say,  " I ' m  a Luth- 
eran pastor." But s t i l l  nore t han  t h a t ,  i n  the - - 

l i g h t  of our Reformation blessings,  we ought t o  be 
abk utheran pastor ."  Yes, 
we 

A t  t h i s  s ignif icant  anniversary we remember him 
who has been maligned as well  as honored, both by 
the secular and re l ig ious  world. Those who malign 

Flartin Luther r e a l l y  don ' t  know him, and therefore  
don ' t  understand him. H e  deserves t o  be remembered 
with honor and g ra t i tude ,  and we say this because w e  
know h ia .  But is  it not perhaps a bit arrogant  f o r  
P 

us  t o  say know h i m ,  while implying that h i s  de- 
tractors do not  know him? A f t e r  all, the re  a r e  some 
noted schol-ars among the  detractors. Who a r e  we t o  

detract from rhe detractors? They point  out  his 
faults, as i f  no one else ever had any. Perhaps 

they never e:xpected such a great man t o  have any 
f a u l t s .  Yes, he indeed was human f l e s h  born of human 
parents. H e  therefore  was a s i n f u l  human being, and 
it showed some times. H e  knew i t ,  and regre t t ed  it. 

But he also w a s  a redeemed ch i ld  of God. We a l s o  

knew this, and he embraced i t .  H e  knew his Redeemer 

and h e  loved H i m .  Talk about a g r a t e f u l  man: 
Lu the r ' s  l i f e  was v i r t u a l l y  one unceasing succession 
of g r a t e f u l  responses t o  the  great love of God f o r  
h i m  i n  Chr is t  Jesus, 

Tklrongh h i s  response t a  the  love of God i n  
Chr i s t ,  Luther founded a church. H e  d i d  not  s e t  
out  t o  found n church, bu t  tha t  i s  how, by God's 
grace, i.t: turned ou t .  %'his is the church t o  which 
we have been brought and i n  which we are p r i v i l e g e d  
t o  s e rve  as pzstars and teachers, It bears the  name 
of Luther ,  and by adhering to the  teachings and pr in-  
c iples  of t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  servant of God, we en- 
deavor t o  hold up t h e  banner of t r u e  Lutheranism, 
proud of  t h e  name insofar as i t  ref lec ts  t h e  f a i t h  
of i ts  founder,  

We has ten  t o  in te r jec t  at t h i s  po in t  tha t  we 
a r e  g r a t e f u l  f i r s t  and foremost f o r  the membership 
t o  which our  holy baptism e n t i t l e d  us ,  namely t h a t  
w e  have been made members of the  Holy C h r i s t i a n  
Church. The Lutheran Church would mean nothing i f  
it were not  f o r  the fac t  tha t  there ex is t s  a ho ly  
Chr is t ian  Church, and my membership i n  the e a r t h l y  
denomination called "Lutheran" would be worthless . 

i f  I were not  a member of t h e  Holy Chr i s t i an  Church. 
No one would agree more strongly with t h i s  than  
Luther h imse l f ,  f o r  he  expressed concern t h a t  h i s  
followers be known as "Christ ians" rather than 
" ~ u t h e r a n s ,  '' 

W2y, then,  are w e  grateful f o r  the  church 
which Luther  founded? For one th ing ,  who knows 
where we would be today i f  i t  were not  f o r  t h i s  
chureh which was Eounded on t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  p r i n c i -  
p l e s  of the  Word alone,  Grace alone, Fa i th  a lone .  
We migh t  otherwise be l i v i n g  i n  the  confusion and 
supers t i t ion  of Roman Catholicism. W e  would have t o  
r e l y  on the errant pronouncements of an e r r i n g  man 
instead of upon the  inerrant  word of an uner r ing  
God. We would have t o  l i v e  -in doubt and u n c e r t a i n t y  
abaut our e ternal  sa lva t ion ,  because we wouldn't 
know whether we had done enough good khings t o  
counterbalance our s i n s  and t o  appease the anger  of 
a righteours God. W e  would perhaps have then become 
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c y n i c a l  l i k e  many i n  t h e  papal  church today and 
would have re so r t ed  t o  humanistic philosophy o r  
soae other u s e l e s s  placebo t o  soothe our t roubled 
hearts. O r  we might become, a s  o t h e r s  have, r e l i -  
g ious ly  i n d i f f e r e n t  and s p i r i t u a l l y  impoverished. 

But thanks be t o  God f o r  t h e  church t h a t  
Luther founded! It was thoroughly and secure ly  
founded, f o r  i t  was b u i l t  s o l i d l y  on t h e  d iv ine  
Word. "It i s  wr i t t en , "  has  ever  been he r  guiding 
motto, from her  g r e a t  founder down t o  t h e  present  
day. What a reference  f o r  t h e  Word t h e  church of 
Luther has been taught  t o  have. It might be summed 
up i n  h i s  own expression regarding it: "I f e e l  a s  

rhough one little v e r s e  of Sc r ip tu re  could make t h e  
world t oo  small  f o r  me." And when he s tood before  
t h e  assembly of t h e  world's mighty, who demanded a 
re t rac t ion  of his teachings,  he was w i l l i n g  t o  l a y  
h i s  l i f e  on the  line f o r  i t ,  because he knew it was 
not  h i s  doc t r ine  but  God's. We thank God f o r  t h a t  
Spirit-rrrought convict ion i n  t h e  h e a r t  of Luther 
which made it poss ib l e  f o r  u s  today t o  possess  and 
proclaim these  teachings,  being assured t h a t  they 
are not  ou r s  bur God's. 

Because of i t s  ded ica t ion  t o  t h e  Sc r ip tu res ,  
the church which Luther founded has a l s o  r e t a ined  
the t r u e  teaching of t h e  Lord 's  Supper so  t h a t  you 
and I, as w e  have experienced a t  t h i s  conference, 
can know by f a i t h  t h a t  we r ece ive  t h e  very body and 
blood of Cl l r i s t  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  assurance of t h e  
forgiveness of our s i n s .  How fo r tuna te  we a r e  t h a t  
w e  have not been taught  t o  look f o r  comfort i n  mere 
s p b o l s ,  

The same can be s a i d  f o r  t h e  heritage we have 
been l e f t  i n  the Lutheran (and S c r i p t u r a l )  teaching  
on Baptism. How f o r t u n a t e  that we have not  been 
l e f t  merely a symbol of the new b i r t h ,  but  t h a t  i t  
is  indeed "the washing of regeneration" (T i tus  3:5), 

and t h a t  we are t r u l y  "born of water and of the  
~ p i r i t . "  ((John 3 ~ 5 ) .  Moreover, Luther has  taught  
u s  not t o  be troubled by the  quest ion,  "HOW can 
water do such great th ings?"  

E s p e c i a l l y  and above a l l  we can be e t e r n a l l y  
g r a t e f u l  that t h e  church of Luther  has  clung t o  
t h e  Bib%,PcaL teaching i n  the gxeatr centrial doc t r ine  
of the Chr i s t i an  r e l i g i o n .  The doc t r ine  t h a t  t h e  
sinner is j u s t i f i e d  by f a i t h  i n  t h e  merits of 
Chr is t  without  his own works of righteousness w i l l  
be found i n  i ts  S c r i p t u r a l  p u r i t y  i n  the church 
which Luther founded. It is  t h i s  teaching i n  i t s  
p u r i t y  which sets t h e  church of Luther apart from 
a l l  o the r s ,  fg: i s  yours and my undeserved bless-  
ing  t u  have been given also the  p r i v i l e g e  of pro- 
claiming this message t o  our f e l l o m e n .  mere 
bet ter  could we do t h i s  than under t h e  banner of 
the church that Luther founded? 

Because o f  h i s  r i g h t  understanding of t h e  Cos- 
p e l ,  Eurher also understood the nnateer o f  C h r i s t i a n  
l i b e r t y ,  and has passed on t h i s  legacy to t h i s  
church.  H e  knew how t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between essen- 
t i a l s  and non-essentials. H e  l e f t  u s  a body of 
dset r ine  which hews to t h e  Word o f  God but  does 
n s t  bind our csnscieaees i n  matters God has l e f t  
free, Just as we are g r a t e f u l  f o r  Lu the r ' s  un- 
y i e ld ing  stance i n  all matters of doc t r ine  and 
p r a c t i c e  determined in God's Word, s o  a l s o  a r e  w e  
g r a t e f u l  t h a t  he was j u s t  as unyielding i n  r e fus ing  
t o  be bound i n  any matters t h a t  were not  so  de ter -  
mined,  On t h e  one hand the  church which he found 
h a s  evoided t h e  catastrophe of d o c t r i n a l  i n d i f f e r -  
ence, and on the o ther  hand i t  has avoided t h e  p i t -  
f a l l s  o f  legalism and fana t ic i sm,  which was t h e  
sore experience of much o f  Protestantism. 

Many and great a r e  t h e  b le s s ings  of our Luth- 
e ran  Church, one can ha rd ly  begin t o  enumerate 
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them allg But i n  c los ing  be t  u s  mention one %JPnich 
i s  perhaps more i~npor t an t  than we give  i t  c r e d i t  H O M I L E T I C S *  
f o r  being. It is t h e  s p i r i t  of song i n  t h e  Luth- 
eran Church, This  is r e a l l y  a r e s u l t  and not  a 
ciause, The cause is  the  Gospel i n  a l l  its glory.  by 

The resu l t  is  the  song of t h e  h e a r t  i n  a14 i t s  P r o f .  M, Otto 
devotion,  The church which Luther founded v i r t u -  
a l l y  began s ing ing  i n  i t s  very  b i r t h  pains,  and it 
has  never stopped s inging  since, No o t h e r  church 
has a s  much reason t o  s ing  a s  does ~ u t h e r ' s .  V e  The Pr incipal  Divis ions  of t h e  Sermon* 

P C ' s  a r a t h e r  worn-out c l i c h e  t o  say,  "Count 
your b less ings ."  But as members of a confess ional  
Lutheran Church body we ought t o  th ink  of what t h e  
alternatives might have been, if God had no t  r a i s e d  
up a Martin Luther and had no t  preserved unto t h i s  
day a Church worthy of t h e  name of i t s  founder. 
Then we won't ca re  whether i t  is  a c l i c h e  o r  not  -- 
we w i l l  count our b l e s s ings .  W e  give thanks t o  our 
grac ious  God f o r  t h e  Lutheran Church and i t s  remark- 
able founder, 

-- Rev, Pau l  Madson 
Pas tor ,  Faith-U%en Pa r i sh  

From t h e  ~herne, the sermon should f a l l  i n t o  i t s  
na tu ra l  p a r t s ,  P a  i t s e l f ,  t h e  theme has  t h e  ch ief  
p a r t s  wi th in  i t  and a lso t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  sec t ion .  
The next s t e p  i n  our s tudy  is the d i v i s i o n s  and t h e  
reasons f o r  them. W e  have seen how you work up 
towards the theme, how you work down from i t .  The 
real problem i s  how t o  g e t  t h e  t e x t  and a p p l i c a t i o n  
i n  the theme, The d h i s i o n s  work, o f f  of t h i s  double 
idea. T h i s  d iv id ing  i s  t h e  most important aspec t  of 
sermonizing. The sermon will f l o p  i f  you don ' t  
d iv ide  the parts p rope r ly .  The p a r t s  must be clean- 
cu t ,  otherwise ysu cannot e l a b o r a t e  on the  theme. 
The problem i s  then, How do you g e t  the p a r t s ?  
Every theme has a l i n e  of d i r e c t i o n  which should 
be rea l ized i n  t h e  p a r t s ,  

Here is where we t a l k  about t h e  Marks of Cleavpge, 
ss the fundamenturn d iv idendi ,  ~ e t ' s  i l l u s t r a t e :  
Let's s a y  you were going t o  preach on repentance, 
and t ha t  i s  all your theme was. It is  a t o p i c  with 
no d i rec t ion  t o  goe If t h e  speaker has  seve ra l  
main p o i n t s ,  he has t o  s t a t e  them. I n  t h i s  case ,  
quesrions have a direction o r  poin t  of d iv i s ion .  
I f  anything, i t  narrows t h e  theme down t o  a manage- 
able discuss ion ,  For example: What is Repentance? 

"Continued from Volume XXIII, No. 3, September 1983. 
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A, Beizg s o r r y  Be Believing i n  forgiveness, 
Thi s  i s  a l o g i c a l  o u t l i n e .  W i t h  t h i s ,  i t  is  easier 

t o  l i m i t  yoi icself .  Le t ' s  lcok  a t  John 6 ~ 6 6 - 6 9 :  
"Fro:n t l i z ~ i m e  rnany of h i s  d i s c i p l e s  went back, 
and walked no more w i t h  h i m .  Then Jesus s a i d  unto 

the t w t i i i e ,  W i . 1 1  you also go away? Then Simon 

Peter  answered h i m ,  "~orc l ,  t o  whom s h a l l  we  go? 
thou has2 t h e  words of eternal l i f e .  And we be- 

l ieve and are su re  t ha t  thou a r t  tha t  Christ, the 
Son of t h e  l i v i n g  God." One theme could be: Why 

should we follow Chris t?  o r ,  W i l l  ye also go away? 

A. Thc l i n e  of d i r e c t i o n  f o r  the d i v i s i o n  of 
 he theme. The line of d i r e c t i o n  is  indica ted  by: 
a) the  enlpha'iic word, the greatest love; b) the 
l i m i t i n g  word, the o ~ d y  way t o  heaven; and c )  t h e  
l o g i c a i l y  important  word. 

1 The emphatic word. For example, i n  
Matthew 12:38-42,  which colltains Jesus' words about 
Jonah and t he  whale, a suitable theme could be: 
THE SLGNLFZCbdCE OF JONAH'S EXPEnENCE. Here the 

emphatic w r d  i s  "significance" -- tha t  is, what i s  
imporirana f o r  Jonah and Jesus. Chr is t  w i l l  be buried 

and rise again. ;onah i s  used f o r  background t o  t h i s  
event, Therefore, Easter should not  have been a  sur- 
p r i s e  t o  t.lie d i s c i p l e s .  

Another example is  the John 6 passage 
quoted above. Another theme cou3.d be: THE RECEPTION 
JESUS FOUND AWONG MEN. Here "reception" i s  t h e  
emphatic wor4. 

Dc The parable  of the  Unjust Judge 
( In~poi~tunat  Wcmzn) in Luke 18~1-8 and the p e r s i s t e n t  
prayer  of Ab~ahanz concerning L o t .  One theme could 

be: ?EWSI%TENT PMYER WILL BE HE Abraham and 
the woman and the  judge h o w  persistence. The main 

thing to t a l k  about i n  t h i s  text  i s  persistent 
prayer f o r  all Chr i s t i an  prayers .  P e r s i s t e n t  prayer  

drives 3 person closer to God. The po in t  i s  t h a t  

one must not q u i t  praying f o r  what he  wants. Per- 
s i s ten t  prayer makes you change, f o r  example i n  
Abraham. H e  never asked for t h e  th ing  he r e a l l y  
wanted and y e t  he  received i t  anyway, f o r  Lot was 
saved, 

2. The  l i m i t i n g  word. For e x a ~ p l e  i n  
Luke 12:16-21, t h e  parable  of t h e  r i c h  foo l ,  where 
God says t o  him, "~hou fool , "  a theme is: THE BIG-  
GEST FOOL I N  THE WORLD. Here "biggest  fool"  i s  t h e  
main th ing  and l i m i t s  t he  rest of t h e  sermon. 
h o t h e r  example is ROW IS L FINALLY FORFEITED 
GOD'S LOVING KINDNESS. Here t h e  word " f ina l ly"  
is  the important word. 

3 .  The l o g i c a l l y  important word. This  can 
be seen easi ly  i n  quest ions:  T  o r  W E N  IS A MAN'S 
REPENTANCE GENUINE? O r  SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 

Every theme does not  have t o  be l imi t ed  t o  one 
of these categories. It i s  poss ib l e  to have a l l  
three of them contained i n  one theme. 

B. Marks of cleavage. The following examples 
emphasize the above poin ts :  

I. THE WAY TO PEACE WITH GOD. The n a t u r a l  
division is after "way," and t h e  o u t l i n e  has  t o  
fol low whar. t he  way is. The b ig  concern for people 
i s  how t o  ge t  peace w i t h  God. 

2 .  BE HONEST WITH H I M  BELIEVE HIM. 
A person cannot believe God un les s  he  i s  honest 
about h i s  need f o r  forgiveness.  The p a r t s  could be: 
a.  Believe H i m ,  and b e  Believe i n  Him.  Here he  
can pu t  i n  Law and Gospel. 

3 .  COME UNTO ME ALL YE THAT LABOR. (Matthew 
11:25). Here the mark of cleavage w i l l  be under 
"Come unto me." Then t h e  p a r t s  can be: a .  Who 
issues the i n v i t a t i o n ?  and b. Why does He do t h i s ?  
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4 ,  THE KINGDOM OP GOD EARTHLY RICHES. 
This is  not  a good theme. It should not  have t w o  
th ings  wi th in  it 

5. THE KdLATION OF ONE TO ANOTHER. Rather 
than l e t  the hea re r s  wonder what their r e l a t i o n s h i p  
i s  o r  what the speaker  i s  t a l k i n g  about,  ask a 
ques t ion  such as: T I S  THE WELATIOH BEWEEN.,.? 

3 .  Subordiaaate t o  t h e  theme. The parts 
musr. be smaller  i n  scope than the theme. If they 
a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  theme, they a r e  not good parts. 
The par t s  should be components of the theme. 

2 ,  Cosrdinate  wi th  one another, Each p a r t  
i s  important and should carry i t s  own weight. There 

should be no overlapping,  bu t  have a c e n t r a l  thought 
i n  each p a r t .  

3. P a r t s  should be complete. They should 
exhailst o r  equal the theme. They should be a b l e  t o  
exhaust every theme, 

4. P a r t s  should be Climactic.  They should 
be arrange2 i n  a n a t u r a l  nay of progression.  They 
should reach a peak, t he  place where you come t o  
answer riie theme. Progression i s  important and we 
should always ask, where are the  par ts  leading  you? 
The searnkon shozald not  j u s t  mark time. 

5. The pa r t s  should be clear. They should 
be e a s i l y  recognizable t o  the hearer. They a r e  the 
hand%es t o  t h e  sermon. They serve as a he lp  i n  
w r i t i n g  the sermon too. Thus preaching i s  very 
s t ruc tu red ,  yet it should be very n a t u r a l .  

' JZ .  Subdivisions.  

You should a r r i v e  a t  the subdivisions i n  t h e  

same way as the  parts themselves are done, as d i s -  
cussed aiicn-o, p?'hcs these smaller par t s  are equal ,  
S u b e r ~ l i n a t e ~  and complete to each p a r t  in i t s e l f ,  
Pox exampie, you hkzve a whole app l e ,  I f  you cut 
it- i n t o  four  pasts so t h a t  each piece i s  equal t o  
the n t h e r ,  the r s  they  are a l s o  subord ina te  t o  the 
h c l e  applea and when put back togrdilher they form 
t h e  app l e  agein, 

Oftea the writer may have j u s t  a paragraph f o r  
each point beca~se  the poin t  i s  a l r eady  we31 knom. 
Th i s  is where the meaz s f  the serman is--where the 
sermon i,.: l o g i c a l  and can work f o r  the hearers. 
Without s ~ b d i v i s i a n s ,  one has no idea where one i s  
going ,  lifter 311 t h i s  work, t h e  o u t l i n e  must be 
reexaminzd far  l~gJcaX thoughts and progress ion  
and the o u t l i n e  reworked i n  parts tha t  are not  
r i g h t  * 

VHI, The Trans i t ions ,  

This  Ps the problem of how t o  tie the p a r t s  
and subd.lvisions together .  It is easy t o  g e t  t h e  
head and body of the sermon, t h e  rea l  problem is 
t h e  neck, The bridges need to be cons t ruc ted  so  
t h a t  t h e  hearer goes with you from one p o i n t  t o  
the next. There are some devices t o  help:  

A. The correct, logical arrangement o f  the 
sermon, Each paragraph should be so developed t h a t  
i t s  cI.osing sentence leads te the topical,  sentence 
of the  next.  Topical  sentences are very important 
i n  w r i t i n g  the  sermon, You need t o  show the con- 
nec t ion  of development. When one want t o  go on a 
tangent,  a device ts use is, " g o  d ig ress  f o r  a 
moment. '' 

B e  T r a n s i t i o n a l  sentences o r  group s f  
sentences, 
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B e  T r a n s i t i o n a l  sentences o r  group s f  
sentences, 



C ,  Connective words o r  ph=:ases, These are 
used t o  show the c~nnectian, 

But,  then, on t h e  o ther  hand, ss then. 
Ds no t  use   he saasae word a P L  the  t i m e ,  But when 
yard are consj6ering th-gee  thing^, these connective 
words S ~ Q U L ~  ~ j - - i  me8n the same t h i n g ,  

2, I n  t h e  second place, we a l so  consider ,  
our theme .Ear today i s ,  Same of these expressions 
are t r i t e ,  We need t o  l s a k  f o r  o the r  words ts be 
differente 

D ,  Use a phrase or word at the  end of a para- 
graph looking t o  the  next one, T h i s  i s  important 
i n  places: 

1, Between the  Introduction and the  Body 
of  the  scrrncn, 

2, Betw2en t h e  par t s ,  

V T I I ,  --- Indi:$penaib$ - -*- e Elements In $h 
(if A Normal. D f v l s i ~ ,  

One should normally s t a r t  on t h i s  p a r t  in 
t h e  d ivhs ior !  o f  t he  text, The word mmplies a 
spreadizag ou t  o r  unfolding s f  what the division is 
about.  T h i s  is what was done by Ezra  i n  Nehemiah 
E r 8 ,  ""S they  read i n  the book in the l a w  of God 
d 4 s t i . n c t l y 9  and gave t h e  sense, and caused them t o  
txitderstand the  r a d i a g , "  Here the  scr ibes  read. 
f~:om Moses and g.ive rhe sense o f  what was read --- 
%~hich i s  exposition, For example, i n  the passage 
from Luke 3:47, "'bA3e:refore 1 say uneo thee, H e r  
s i n s ,  which arc many, are forgiven; f o r  she loved 
much": t he  preacher must straighten i t  o u t ,  Be- 
cause from the  rest af s c r i p t u r e ,  love was t h e  
r e s u l t  sf fargixreness,  A l s a  i n  Revelations 20, 
yoc must star t  w i th  the text  and the ml%benium, 

The resur.rec.r=IrIrcxci mcl,nt.P~ncd there does n o t  mean a 
resurrection ~ D C F E ~  t:he dead, f o r  S c r i p t u r e  speaks 
s f  only one r ~ s v r r e c t i a n ,  Berz i t  could be the  
canversioa o f  a s l n n ~ r ,  s-r the  death c f  believers 
who are i n  a 5-nar  a l r e a d y  I n  heaven, t hus  showing 
t h a t  they d;:c safe, It is not  a. resurrection of 
the dead, 

T~:%s 2s .i;l:e skatexeefilt of the  e ; t i ; p ~ ) ~ i t i ~ ~ f  -- 
~ ~ h a t  I ~ O P . ~  zi- ~each cx say? " @ h a ~  Jesus says  here -j's 
th isPff :  th<: t ~ ~ s a ~ b ~ k  i 6  eo pu t  it i n  words which 
c l~2 r .  up %3I^ra.&erver fs said, For example, i n  the 
Luke 7 passage fp~isted above: '"Jesus s a y s  i " ;~  is 
f s,,-9- &iven ,  bz w 2 % i  show ite'' 

C, Proof, 

rp-- t i s % ~  Lr;ri the exridenee from th.e B ib l e  f o r  what 

you. are t a l k i n g  about ,  A s  ir:, the example above from 
Luke 7, the evidence o f  f a i t h  is what the woman d i d ,  
Now w e  xt~b;st fiX:d the  proof in o the r  places, One is 
I John 6:$!4: "We love him, because be f irst  l a v e d  
u ~ P J  g E   he^; klc :ii.t~.st ssow where t h i s  is sa id  i n  o ther  
places, ci?~bl b s i s  .s;-w.n we ~ 8 n  use  the Concordance 
in orde r  co g e t  the  % m a  ~ h s u g h t ,  L ike  Matthew 7:1: 
' s ~ u d g e  not, t h a t  ye be not  judged ."  Some people  
appea l  t- ~ E x s  as a ieason f a r  not  judging fa lse  
teacllers or slimers. Rui: God a l s o  says  i n  I John 
4 : 1 :  " ~ r i o ~ ~ c d ,  'believe not every s p i r i t ,  bu t  t r y  
t h e  s p i r i t s  whether they are o f  ~sd," Therefore  i t  
i s  necessar-v to 5udye f a l se  teachers by the  S c r i p -  
t u r e ,  

D, Illustration, 

Throe dspend upon the sermon. See e s p e c i a l l y  
K. ~hler's a r t i c l e  i n  the  Concordia Theological  
Honthljr, Sjepcember, 1944, f o r  h i n t s  on t h i s  sub jec t .  
A good i1.1~tstratic>-;i h e l p s  the sermon, Jesus d i d  not  
teach witbau~: us ing  parables An illustraeiow is 
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any f ac t ,  incideis t ,  or f i g u r e  t o  make clear an 
analogous t r b tha  A6 such, the  i1Lust;sation is n o t  
the p r o s f ,  b u t  the window, The peop le  musk  be able 
$0 understand \$ha$ you are t a l k i n g  about ,  

1, The purpose s f  an i l l u s t r a t i a n ,  
a ,  To secure a t t e n t i o n  and create i n t e r e s t ,  
b ,  T s  make a t r u t h  l i f e - l i k e  and clear.  
c, To explain a d i f f i c u l t  concept. 
d ,  To be an a i d  t a  one's reasoning power, 
e, To be an a id  to t he  memory, 
E ,  To prsv3.,de pleasure by arousing p leas -  

ing emotisns  i n  people,  
g s  $0 kald the  attention of the inatten- 

t i v e ,  

Xliustratisns are good f o r  explaining t h i n g s  
but they are not. t r i cks ,  o r  th ings  to use i n  order  t o  
liven. up the  sermon, nor are they t o  be funny, 

2. <The sources  f o r  illustrations, 
a, The Bib le ,  We should not neglec t  a l l  

the s tor ies  I n  t h i s  book, 
kt, The physical world, 
e a  The ha°".story of isbhe world, 
d e  The literature of aLI nations, 
e a Conten~porary events . 
f e  Personal experiences l i k e  an anecdote 

t h a t  is timeless, 
g e  A f a b l e  o r  an ac&ual happening, 

The B i b h e  2% f u l l  o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  which we 
can use for o u r  sermons, This  i s  a good source be- 
cause &hey ars ehings t h a t  are recorded  and may be 
familiar to the people, T h i s  means tha t  we must know 
OUX* B i b l e  i n  o r d e r  t s  use  i t - - e spec i a l ly  the  01d 
Testamelth, Neture holds  endless il%ustrations, L i k e  
the way sl3.epherds lead t he i r  f l o c k s  in Palestine, 
Persanai experiences should always be low-key, I f  
there are too  many, you might make people  fee% tha t  
you are a name dropper* DO NOT TALK ABOUT EXPER- 
IFIqCXS FROM FO&viER PMISBES OR PEOPLE, But Zt is  

poss ib le  that you may know one who was n o t  a 
member, and you can use  your experiences with 
them. It i s  a l so  p o s s i b l e  to use the t h i r d  person 
and avoid t h e  personal toucll* I F  hxve watched 
Billy Graham la te ly ,  you w i l l  see t h a t  he i s  a 
name-dropper. T h i s  i s  not  good. Another source  
is  books and we should be b u i l d i n g  up a background 
i n  them. Aesop's fables, f a i r y  tales, and o t h e r  
s t o r i e s  are a l l  good i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  f o r  buman nature 
does n o t  change through the  ages. You must keep 
your eyes  open f o r  good illustrations, 

3 .  The characteristics o f  good i l l u s -  
t r a t i o n s ,  
a. They must c l a r i f y  and i l l u s t r a t e  the  

p o i n t  sf discussisn, 
b, They must possess a freshness and 

no t  be warn auk ideas, 
c. They must be vivid and p ic turesque .  
d .  They need t o  be n a t u r a l ,  and 
e .  Spontaneous, 
f. They must be in harmony with the  

sexm0;IL , 
g .  They should be compact, with the  

m i n s r  details suppressed, 
he They must be an i n t eg r a l  p a r t  of t h e  

sermon, 
i. They should be self-explanatory, and 
j. They are t o  be pertinent. 

4 .  Cautions i n  using i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  
a. Do not use  t o o  many. The main p o i n t s  

of the sermon must s t i c k  o u t ,  
b e  Do not  present  f i c t i o n  as fact o r  

another man's experiences as yours .  
c ,  Do not make illustrations so spark- 

l i n g  tha t  the  sermon ge t s  l o s t  in it. 
d. Do not dwell too long on an i l l u s t r a -  

t i o n .  S t i c k  t o  t h e  central  i s s u e .  
e .  Do n o t  buy any book of i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  
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The parabl-es are i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  and one may not  
have t o  go any f u r t h e r  than that. There a r e  o t h e r  

t r u e  s t o r i e s  in the Bible*  

I n  the --- CTM a r t i c l e  mentioned above, t h e  author  
says ;hat t he  X i l u s t r a t i o n  i s  not  the sermon, but  
t h a t  i~ serves t n  se t  f o r t h  the t r u t h s  of the ser-  
mon. A l l  humm speech i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  but  h e r e  we 
are t a l k i n g  about concrete  examples which are t o  
make abstract t r u t h s  more c l e a r .  J e sus  i s  a good 

example of t h i s  u s e  of i l l u s t r a t i o n .  Do not  s c r a t c h  

f o r  an illustration. I f  i t  does not  come n a t u r a l l y ,  
i t  w i l l  no t  fit. The B ib l e  is  s t i l l  t h e  b e s t  source. 
Our exprriences should be i n  the  t h i r d  person. And 

they  should be timely. 

Concerning the q u o t a t i o n  of hymn ve r ses .  Not 

every sermon must end with a hymn verse .  2) Get a 

verse t h a t  f i t s  and then speak i t  with f ee l ing .  
Such i l - l u s t r a t i o n s  may be very simple and everyday 
f o r  use.  See also the 1942  e d i t i o n  of Concordia 
P u l p i t ,  ":he Preacher ' s  Manual ." 

T h i s  I E G S ~  be i n  the sermon, If you are 

preachizg cn E4atthew 28: 20, "GO ye theref  o r e  and 
make d i s c i p l e s  of a l l  na t ions .  ."; you should make 

the people  feel tha t  i t  i s  h i s  assignment t o  do this. 
Everyone shciuld bz engaged i n  t h i s  work. You may 

n o t  have an 3pp l i ca t ion  af ter  every poin t  i n  t h e  
sermon. One might wai t  u n t i l  t h e  end t o  app ly  it 
60 t h e  hearers, 

I n  your sermon, it i s  poss ib l e  t o  have Exposi- 
t i o n ,  S ta tement ,  and Proof i n  one s h o r t  paragraph. 
But these are t he  elements needed i n  the whole p a r t .  
They should be i n  o rde r  bu t  need not  be a l l  t h e  
time. T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  may be i n  t h e  p a r t  o r  a t  t h e  
end. You may not  have i t  i n  every p a r t  of t h e  ser- 
mon, b u t  Exposition, Statement,  and Proof have t o  
be tP,eree We drs not  want t o  waste time on our  

i l l u s t r a t i o n s  if they are long,  rambling,  o r  no 
meat, 

I X .  The Cor~as%us ion, --- v 

A, I ts  purpose,  

The purpose of t h e  conclusion i s  t o  ga ther  
t h e  appeals, the  motives, and t o  p u l l  a l l  t h e  
s t r ands  together  t o  produce a f i n a l  impression on 
the hearers .  It i s  t o  t i e  i t  a l l  together.  I f  we 
are doing a sermon on evangelism, then we should 
end with a "We see what i t  means t o  be  an evange- 
list." But you cannot j u s t  drop the  sermon on t h e  
l a s t  point of the  ou t l ine .  D o  not  f i n i s h  before  
you conclude. 

B. Its importance, 

The conclusion is important  because t h i s  is  
where the f i n a l  impression on the bearer i s  made i n  
t h e  sermon. It i s  t h e  f i n a l  place where vou want 

- 

t o  encourage the  person t o  do something. This  f i n a l  
appea l  makes t h e  sermon poin ted  i n  a d i r e c t i o n .  You 
do not: want t o  leave th ings  t o  chance. Therefore you 
should sum i t  up so that it ends w i th  some force .  
It should end s t rong,  but  not  ab rup t ly .  But then 
i t  cannot coast down hill, nor run out  of gas.  It 
should be a d e l i b e r a t e  e f f o r t ,  

C.  Its r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  body of t h e  sermon. 

1. It r e c a p i t u l a t e s  t h e  sub jec t  mat te r .  
Th i s  need not  r e q u i r e  a massive conclusion, f o r  one 
should be able t o  summarize i t  i n  a few words. 

2. It is  attached t o  the  l a s t  d iv i s ion .  
That is if i t  i s  the  climax of t h e  sermon. T t  - 7 

br ings  t h e  sermon t o  i t s  n a t u r a l  c los ing .  This  i s  
not  a way of "signing of f . "  You must g e t  a commit- 
ment ou t  of t h e  people .  That is  why the  conclusion 
must be thought ou t  i n  advance. " ~ e t  us" i s  a weak 
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conclusion. We s h a l l  be able t o  s t a t e  t h e  con- 
c lus ion  in such a way t h a t  the person wants t o  do 
what the Words say ,  

D .  The contents  of r h e t o r i c a l  conclusions. 

I. Recapitulat ion.  This  i s  a f o r c e f u l  
summary. It should t i e  up with t h e  theme. Use 
language that you do not  use i n  the sermon. I n  
summarizing, the  theme is  nailed i n t o  their minds. 
T h i s  i s  the last q p e a 2  for mctlorl. 

2. You w i l l  want the people to w i l l  and t o  
do what Cod wants  them t o  do. The will i s  t h e r e ,  

but  they often f a l l  short  of doing God's w i l l .  
The 

mind must be convinced and moved, thus the conclu- 
s ion  is to help  them in their  l i f e .  However, t h e r e  

should be no appeal of sanctification on Christmas 
Day, The appeal  should be t o  t h e  Saviour who is 
the  majn message f o r  that day--not t o  do something. 
I n  a conclusion,  the  i n t e l l ec t ,  mind, and emotions 
are affected, 

3 .  You w i l l  want to persuade and chal lenge.  
T e l l i n g  a proper  s t o r y  may be a way t o  b r ing  out  t h e  
theioe and message. Bible passages, hymns, ques t ions ,  
prayers are a l l  ways i n  which one can conclude a 
sermon. Do not  use. j u s t  one, but  vary i t  from Sunday 
to Sunday. Poe t ry  i s  not  able to do much i n  a con- 
cl-usian, 

E. Desirable q u a l i t i e s  of a conclusion. 

I. Uni ty .  The conclusion should have a 
n i c e l y  k n i t  thought and a major thought o f  t he  
sermon. I c  mus t  hang together. One problem with 
E p i s t l e  t e x t s  i s  tha t  they conta in  so  many th ings  
one can be doing t h a t  i t  i s  hard t o  u n i t e  them 
i n to  one thought .  Here you must take  a f e w  of t h e  
main ones and l a i t  them h a r d ,  

2 .  S i m p l i c i t y .  There should be no new 
questions to pocder,  no deep problem, nor any added 

o r  deep discussion.  For example, when t a l k i n g  on 
missions, i t  i s  too  late t o  ask t h e  quest ion,  
"Can we a f fo rd  it?" 

3 .  Energy. It should end wi th  force .  
A sermon can g e t  t o  be run down and t i r e d  a t  t h e  
end. We must end on a s t rong  no te  j u s t  a s  we end 
on a s t rong  p o i n t ,  

4. Beauty and d ign i ty .  It should not  be 
humorous here, nor sensa t iona l .  

5. Personal  t o  t h e  hearer .  The ind iv idua l  
i s  t o  be involved i n  t h e  conclusion. You a r e  sup- 
posed t o  be persuading him t o  do something. 

6. Brevity. The conclusion w i l l  t e l l  you 
what kind of sermon you have. I f  you are hard 
pressed t o  make an appeal t o  t h e  people, then you 
should rework the sermon. This  i s  not  t h e  p l ace  
f o r  new and a d d i t i o n a l  arguments. I n  ord inary  l i f e ,  
o f t e n  the  l a s t  word is " ~ o n ' t  forge t . "  

Purpose, It is  t h e  f i r s t  th ing  t h a t  i s  sa id .  

1. To i n t e r e s t  t h e  hea re r  i n  t h e  sub jec t .  
It i s  t o  draw away the people from t h e  thought of 
t h e i r  world which they br ing  wi th  them i n t o  church. 
We must c a p t i v a t e  them, the re fo re  t h e  f i r s t  sentence 
i s  important.  I f  you do no t  say  anything, t h e  peo- 
p l e  will turn you o f f  t h a t  Sunday. 

2. To prepare the hearer .  The in t roduc t ion  
he lps  g ive  an understanding of t h e  t e x t  and t h e  
theme. Furthermore, i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  sermon, i t  he lps  
you t o  know what you are t a l k i n g  about.  This  is  
important f o r  t h e  writer and t h e  hearer .  

3.  To br ing  t h e  preacher  and hea re r  i n t o  
contac t .  A rappor t  needs t o  be e s t ab l i shed .  F i r s t  
impressions a r e  important.  They must be favorable  
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ones and must do something f o r  you. Get t h e  

audience involved. The preacher must be a l i v e  too.  

4. To c r e a t e  t h e  proper atmosphere. It 
a l s o  c r e a t e s  the pace and tone of t h e  sermon. 

B, Requirements* 

1. Pertinency. The in t roduc t ion  should 
not  be fo re ign  t o  t h e  theme. One cannot s t a r t  too 
f a r  afield. However, it is  not  t o  conta in  what 
t h ings  the  sermon i s  t o  t a l k  about.  The connection 
b e t w e e n  i n t roduc t ion  and sermon must be l o g i c a l .  

2. Unity. One should t ake  one thought and 
develop i t  towards t h e  theme. The in t roduc t ion  
should not d i s t r a c t  people. By leading  t o  t h e  
theme, i t  a l s o  l eads  t o  t h e  f i r s t  po in t  i n  t h e  
outli-ne 

3. Brevi ty.  The s h o r t e r  t h e  in t roduc t ion ,  
she bet ter  it is--if  i t  produces, A 1 1  t h a t  you a r e  
doing i s  j u s t  g e t t i n g  the people 's  a t t e n t i o n .  

4 ,  Naturalness .  One cannot s t a r t  on a 
high plane and come down. One must s t a r t  speaking 
as a beginning s f  something, 

5, Worthiness. T h s  introdPrctbon should be 
sorthy of the h e a r e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  Things t h a t  a r e  
trise o r  camanplace  a r e  not  good. To w r i t e  com- 
pac t ly  requires more time. 

C.  Sources. 

1. Context, I f  you are preaching on a  
p a r t  of I1 Timothy, t h e  context  f o r  t h i s  is  t h a t  
the l e t t e r  is S t .  Pau l ' s  l a s t  w i f l  a d  testament ,  
S imi l a r ly ,  t h e  parable  of t h e  Prodigal. Son i n  
Luke 15 sets t h e  pace. Besides. J e sus  says what 
it i s  i n  the t e x t .  

2 *  Other passages, 
a. When t a l k i n g  about t h e  s i g n s  of the 

Last times, the passage " ~ e a v e n  and e a r t h  s h a l l  not  

p a s s  away," can lead up t o  the  prepara t ion  f o r  
the  end, 

b. Paral le ls  t o  t h e  t e x t .  For example, 
when t a lk ing  about the  ch i ld ren  of l i g h t  and 
darkness, one can use "Wherefore, my beloved, a s  ye 
have always obeyed, not  a s  i n  my presence only,  but  
now much more i n  my absence, work out  your own sa l -  
va t ion  v i t h  fear  and trembling" (Ph i l ipp ians  2:12), 
which shows what can be done by t h e  ch i ld ren  of 
l i g h t ,  

c ,  Csa t rad ic t ion  of passages. For 
example: "Beloved, be l i eve  no t  every s p i r i t ,  but  
t r y  the  s p i r i t s  whether they a r e  of God" (I John 
4 : 1 )  can be used as a c o n t r a s t  t o  a t e x t  speaking 
on "Judge not." 

3, Pe r t inen t  f a c t s  o r  t r u t h s ,  
a ,  Things s i m i l a r  i n  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  When 

working on the  t e x t  Matthew 15:2l-28 (Healing t h e  
Cannanlte woman's daughter) ,  one can introduce i t  
with the prayer  of Jacob i n  Genesis 3 2 ~ 2 6 ,  "And he  
s a i d ,  L e t  me go, f o r  t h e  day breaketh.  And he 
sa id ,  L will not  l e t  thee  go, except thou b l e s s  me." 

* .  . This shows t h a t  Jacob a l s o  was p r e s i s t e n t  i n  prayer  
and t h a t  c h i s  i s  not  a  unique event i n  t h e  Bible.  
Another example i s  using the concept of t h e  "scape- 
goat" t o  i l l u s t r a t e  a sermon on t h e  Atonement of 
Jesus, 

b. Diss imi lar  f a c t s .  For example, one 
can use  the  mani fes ta t ion  of God on Mount S i n a i  i n  
g iv ing  the  Law as a s tark c o n t r a s t  t o  the b i r t h  of 
C h r i s t ,  

c .  H i s t o r i c a l  events .  One can e s p e c i a l l y  
use  those from Church h i s t o r y .  

4. General experiences of people. The in t ro -  
duc t i on  a l s o  can be a s t o r y  of a personal  na ture .  
But w e  should not  be a name-dropper o r  r e t e l l  t h ings  
from another pa r i sh .  These s t o r i e s  should be put  i n  
t h e  t h i r d  person, Always make s u r e  t h a t  they he lp  
the  sermon along and t h a t  they do not  d i s t r a c t  from 
the  sermon, 
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5,  Occasion, Christmas and E a s t e r  are 
occasions--joyous ones. Others are an i l i ve r sa r i e s ,  
ded i ca t i ons ,  remodelings e t c ,  Th i s  should come 
i n t o  the irntroduc"bi.sn, Soon %he 1776 b i r t h  of our  
coulxtry will be coning up. Churches a l s o  should 
be with t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  and make t h e  most of i t .  
You do rloc have t o  preach a Mother 's  Day sermon 
every year. 'Don't l o s e  t hose  important  t e x t s  and 
devote a whole sermon t o  the  t o p i c ,  

6. The preceding sermon. Epiphany E p i s t l e  
texts are l a  Romans 1 2  three sun day.^ in a r o w  and 
can be referred t o  i n  success ive  sermons. Don't 
use t h i s  t o a  rntxchc 

7. Myths. Aesops Fables  and o t h e r  s t o r i e s  
are good i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  (See above) 

X I ,  The Writ ing s f  the  Sermon. 

A, Wri t ten  as a u n i t .  

I, They should be w r i t t e n  i n  f u l l ,  It is  
only wheri you w r i t e  your sermons ou t  t h a t  you w i l l  
know  ghat t o  say. I n  t h a t  way, you can a l s o  have 
second thoughts about what you want t o  say. Th i s  
means i t  naust be p a i n f u l l y  worked o u t ,  

2 ,  I d r i t E e n  i n  s n e  sitting, This  t a k e s  
saine practice, but  i t  is a goa l  t o  s t r i v e  towards. 
You mus t  know where you. are going. By w r i t i n g  it 
t h i s  way, you preserve the c o n t i n u i t y  of t h e  sermon. 
For you are not the  same person i f  you come back t o  
i t  l a t e r ,  The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  sermon should al- 
ready be Fr the out l - ine,  so what you w r i t e  is  only  
adding ts i t  and connecting it, 

3, One should fo l low the  outline, Thi s  
means yoir: must keep t h e  theme in mind a l s o ,  A s  you 
go alorlg, you may r e v i s e  t h e  o u t l i n e ,  i f  i t  i s  
needed, But the  o u t l i n g  i s  your road map and should 
na t  need ta be changed too much, 

B. Ca re fu l ly  cons t ruc ted .  

I. Construct  t h e  paragraphs c o r r e c t l y  and 
c a r e f u l l y ,  Paragraphs are u n i t s  o r  b locks  of i d e a s  
and they need ts be t i e d  t oge the r ,  

2 .  Watch the  t r a n s i t i o n s .  T r a n s i t i o n s  a r e  
t h e  br idges  sf t h e  sermon, A sermon w i l l  have 
booby-traps i n  i t  i f  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n s  a r e  no t  t he re .  

3 .  Use good, modern, s imple Engl i sh  and 
language, S t  should be d i g n i f i e d  bu t  no t  s t i f f .  
Nor should i t  be barnyard language. B e  c a r e f u l  
about t e c h n i c a l  terms, a l though some of them cannot 
be avoided. I f  terms l i k e  " j u s t i f i c a t i o n f '  o r  "sane- 
t i f i c a t i o n "  a r e  used, they can be explained i n  t h e  
sermon. Cl iches  a r e  t o  be avoided. Use popular  
Engl ish i f  needed, bu t  i t  should no t  be vu lga r .  Do 
you have t o  do o r  say t h e  t h ing  which you want t o  
p r o h i b i t ?  No, 

4. O r a t o r i c a l  q u a l i t i e s .  A sermon is an 
o r a l  composition and no t  an essay.  While you a r e  . 
w r i t i n g  t h e  sermon, you should be saying o r  preach- 
i ng  what you w r i t e  as i f  you were a l r eady  i n  t h e  
g u l p i t ,  

6 .  Revision and Po l i sh ing .  

I ,  Read t h e  sermon over .  It should be 
r ev i sed .  See where it can be co r r ec t ed .  This  means 
one must  look a t  t h e  sermon o b j e c t i v e l y .  One must 
be r u t h l e s s  i n  c ros s ing  o u t  t h e  p a r t s  t h a t  do no t  
f i t .  T h i s  should be done on Thursday s o  t h a t  one 
h a s  more t i m e  t o  correct  t h e  sermon* The more cor- 
r e c t i o n s  one has, t h e  b e t t e r  p reacher  you w i l l  be 
and t h e  l e s s  work one w i l l  need i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The 
f a s t e r  one moves i n  w r i t i n g  the sermon, t h e  more 
u n i f i e d  they w i l l  become, 

2. Steps  towards making a working manuscript 
used f o r  memorization: 

a. The heading on t h e  paper should be  
I. N.D. ( I n  Nomine Domini) . 
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2. Steps  towards making a working manuscript 
used f o r  memorization: 

a. The heading on t h e  paper should be  
I. N.D. ( I n  Nomine Domini) . 



b e  The next  l i n e  should have t h e  t e x t  
(John 2:l-11) and t h e  name of t h e  Sunday t h e  sermon 
is  t o  be  preached (2nd Sunday a f t e r  Epiphany) and 
t h e  d a t e  (2-14-73) .  

c .  I f  t h e  sermon i s  preached a number of 
t imes,  some space should be provided f o r  d a t a  as t o  
where and when t h e  sermon h a s  been preached. Th i s  
is a ma t t e r  of bookkeeping. I n  t h e  right-hand cor- 
ner ,  one should main ta in  a consecut ive  numbering of 
a l l  t h e  sermons w r i t t e n  i n  one9 s m i n i s t r y ,  

d ,  Next comes a b r i e f  excorde prayer  
be fo re  the sermon which i s  based upon t h e  t e x t .  But 
i t  should be w r i t t e n  ou t  and prepared.  

e .  P.postolic Greet ing:  Grace t o  you and 
peace from our  Lord and Saviour .  

f .  Then comes t h e  read ing  of t h e  t e x t .  
g.  Followed by t h e  s a l u t a t i o n  which 

should be d i f f e r e n t  every Sunday. 
h e  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  sermon comes 

next ,  and i t  should no t  be long. 
i, P r i n t  t h e  theme i n  c a p i t a l  le t ters ,  

e a s i e r  t o  read .  When t h i s  i s  done, f i v e  minutes  of 
t h e  sermon should only have gone by. 

j .  You might w r i t e  o u t  t h e  p a r t s  of t h e  
sermon t h e  way you want t o  say i t .  Should you have 
a ques t i on  f o r  a theme l i k e  Were There Not Ten? 
what ideas does i t  suggest?  One could say,  That 
r a i s e s  another  ques t ion ,  o r  l e a d s  u s  t o  t h i s . . . .  

k. The paragraph i n  w r i t i n g .  It should 
be  a normal deveEopment from one to t h e  o t h e r ,  It 
should be a u n i t  of thought .  In p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t he se  
u n i t s  should s t and  ou t  t o  you a l s o .  There should be 
a t o p i c  sen tence  f o r  each paragraph.  These t h i n g s  
make the  sermon easy  t o  memorize. 

l ,  A t  t h e  end sf t h e  sermon should be 
SDG (Sola  B e s  G l o r i a ) .  

m. Then look  up t h e  hymns f o r  Sunday and 
w r i t e  them down. The opening p raye r  should be s h o r t .  
Do no t  switch t h e  persons of t h e  Godhead around. We 
a r e  no t  to t a l k  in a r i d i c u l o u s  way. Don" thank 
God f o r  sending Gad's Word, 

- 23 - 

P A R T  T W O  

THE DELEVERY OF THE SEWOM 

I ,  P repa ra t i on  For The Del ivery  

A sermon is  no t  t o  be read  but  t o  be preached. 
Th i s  means one must speak i n t e l l i g e n t l y .  That re- 
q u i r e s  memorization of t h e  sermon. I f  one p repa re s  
f o r  a message, i t  must be w r i t t e n  ou t .  The follow- 
ing  cons ide ra t i ons  should be no t i ced  i n  memorization. 

A. A sermon needs t o  be memorized and impressed 
upon your mind. But then w e  do n o t  want a sing-song 
d e l i v e r y  which memorizing sometimes produces. Only 
a few people can s u c c e s s f u l l y  read  t h e i r  sermons. 
It i s  sad t h a t  a l o t  of p u b l i c  speaking i s  simply 
reading now. We cannot be l azy .  It is  d i f f e r e n t  i f  
someone has  a handicap, The connect ion between 
speaker and h e a r e r  g e t s  l o s t  i n  t h e  reading.  

B. Extemporaneous preaching. This  r e q u i r e s  
knowledge of t h e  s u b j e c t  beforehand. Impromptu 
speeches are those  i n  which t h e r e  i s  no p repa ra t i on .  
There i s  no room f o r  t h a t  i n  the  p u l p i t .  I n  extem- 
poraneous preaching,  t h e  preacher  is a b l e  t o  make a 
good o u t l i n e  and may even w r i t e  p a r t s  of i t .  Th i s  
way can be f r e s h e r  and more a l i v e .  But t h e r e  a r e  
handicaps.  The sermons can g e t  shal low i n  thought.  
Stereo-type express ions  and c l i c h e s  occur more o f t e n .  

C. The b e s t  way i s  t o  t ake  a composite of t h e  
tm ways, Write ou t  t h e  sermon i n  f u l l ,  t h u s  e l i m i -  
na t i ng  rhe  bad f e a t u r e s  l i k e  phrases .  Then do n o t  
remember i t  word f o r  word but  use  t h e  o u t l i n e  as a 
guide and what you have w r i t t e n  can be i n  your mind. 
It is a l s o  easier t o  remember t h e  sermon when you 
w r i t e  i t  i n  one s i t t i n g .  Thus most of t h e  memory 
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w r i t e  i t  i n  one s i t t i n g .  Thus most of t h e  memory 



work i s  done when t h e  sermon i s  f in i shed ,  You 
must be conscious while you a r e  wr i t i ng  of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you w i l l  be speaking it. This  al lows 
you t o  not  be i n  a mechanical manner of memorizing. 
Often t h e  s p i r i t  was not  i n  t h e  de l ivery .  But we 
must be involved wi th  t h e  message f o r  we  a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  t h e  message ac ross  and s o t  j u s t  speaking 
f o r  twenty minutes. 

D, Memorization should s t a r t  a s  soon as t h e  
sermon i s  f in i shed ,  

E. Memorize thoughts  i n  paragraphs o r  u n i t s .  
These a r e  t h e  l i n k s  i n  a sermon. Pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  
those p a r t s  which a r e  unclear  o r  not  we l l  done. 
Reviewing t h e  sermon helps; make f o r  b e t t e r  sermons 
l a t e r  on. 

F. A s  you w r i t e  t h e  sermon, choose t h e  lan- 
guage d e l i b e r a t e l y .  It too  is  an a i d  i n  memoriza- 
t ion. 

G. Often t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  words w i l l  change 
i n  a sermon, And t h e  ges tu res  must be good, 

11 * 

A, The p u l p i t  sequence. 

1, Mount t h e  p u l p i t  solemnly, Try t o  be 
na tu ra l ,  Be yourse l f .  

2, Open t h e  Bib le  t o  your t e x t ,  

3 .  You should have a s i l e n t  prayer  before  
t h e  sermon, Ask for :  That God would he lp  d e l i v e r  
t h e  sermon SO t h a t  t h e  people w i l l  be r ecep t ive  t o  
the  Word. One t h a t  would he lp  is  Psalm 42, bu t  
don ' t  spend f i v e  minutes a t  it. 

4 e  Then comes the Excorde prayer .  

5 ,  Next, t h e  Apostol ic  Greet ing* This  is  
very proper ,  You are speaking t o  God's people and 
thus  you should announce t o  them t h e  peace of God. 

6 ,  Read the t e x t *  It should be read  as 
i f  i t  had never been heard before,  a s  i f  you wanted 
him t o  g e t  i t  a t  the  f i r s t  hear ing .  Be f a m i l i a r  
wi th  t h e  text,  Then say, "Here ends the tex t . "  
F ina l ly ,  "This is Thy Word, Heavenly Father ,  s a n c t i f y  
them through Thy t r u t h ,  Thy Word i s  t ru th . "  Say 
'Heavenly  ath her^ not  "Holy Father ."  

7. Sa lu t a t ion ,  Try  and change It f o r  every 
sermon i n  re ference  t o  t h e  t e x t ,  

8, The In t roduct ion  w i l l  no t  be shouted. 
It should be a t  a natural ,  Low p i t c h  which should 
gradual ly  grow towards t h e  climax of t h e  sermon. 

9 ,  Preach with some l i f e  and animation, 
An a r t i f i c i a l  de l ive ry  puts a w a l l  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
people. Speak i n t e n t l y ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  and with convic- 
t i o n ,  Do not  develop an a r t i f i c i a l  manner of speak- 
ing whi%e i n  the  p u l p i t ,  Preach so  t h a t  you a c t  a s  
though you have an important message. 

10, Bs not  conclude t h e  sermon seve ra l  t i m e s ,  
j u s t  conclude it ,  

11, Have t h e  Glo r i a  a f t e r  t h e  sermon, then 
t h e  ~ o r d ' s  Prayer and the General Prayer .  (This  i s  
f o r  t h e  Norwegian order  of s e r v i c e s )  

12. There should be a s i l e n t  prayer  when you 
leave. Do not try t o  make an impression when leaving  
t h e  p u l p i t  e i t h e r ,  

B, Poise ,  
You should have d i g n i t y  without  being sanc- 

timonious, You should not  be s t i f f  nor have a 
sepa ra t e  s e t  s f  manners o r  speaking while  i n  t h e  
p u l p i t ,  You must always t r y  t o  be your se l f .  For 
the content  of t h e  sermon comes ou t  i n  your bearing.  
Thus, at  a F e s t i v a l  Serv ice ,  t h e r e  should be a 
spr ing  i n  your s t ep ,  an e x h i l a r a t i o n  and excitement 
about i t ,  I n  t h e  sermon, t h e  thoughts  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  
i n  the manner of de l ive ry .  When t h e  thoughts a r e  
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heavy, bt more deliberate in speech. But watch 
when tke message i s  chee r fu l  that you do no t  g r i n  
arc:iiicially. The i n f l e c t i o n ,  change of pitch, 
tone, pact ,  gestures, volume, and pauses  w i l l  a l l  
vary by what i s  being sa id .  A s  a summary of a l l  
t h i s ,  be deliberate i n  every th ing  you do. B e  i n t e n t  
on wha? you are saying.  Why use words people cannot 
underatand, Technical terms a t  times must be used,  
but  t h e y  rr~ust. aJ.so be explained.  Every t i m e  you are 
i n  t h e  p u l p i t  there should be an e x h i l a r a t i o n .  One 
hell; i r ~  t h i s  i s  t a k i n g  t h e  l i t u r g y  so t h a t  you a r e  
p u t  i n t o  such a mood. You mdst be s e r i o u s ,  bu t  wi th  
cenviction and excifrer~ent i n  you. B e  cozncerned about  
the message and nothing else. Know t h i s ,  i t  saps  
your ene.rgy to pxeach with c o m i c t i o n ,  

C Gestures, 
Do not put n o t e s  about g e s t u r e s  i n t o  t h e  

sernan, They a r e  to be spsntaneous. G s t u r e s  are 
the v i l~ ibLe  word '~.~l-~icl i  can say something and add 
emphasis t o  what is said, 

1, Fsrns o f  t h e  hand* 
a, Gestures shsuld not be no t i ced ,  If 

they are, i c  i s  ?lanatural.  Also, g e s t u r e s  must f i t  
the thaughj:, 

h, Types of Gestures: 
1) A rise of the hand then drop. 

T h i s  i s  an appeal. sr t o  a f f i rm saaakething, 
2 )  Use sf the index f inger ,  It can 

be used to e~nphasize oEe thing. But as a sco ld ing  
gesture, i t  should not  be used of ten .  For it can 
become a ges tu re  oE accusa t ion ,  and tha t  i s  d e f i -  
n i t e l y  o u t ,  

3 )  Clenched f i s t ,  This  is  no$ used 
much, for %here is Licttle need f o r  a g e s t u r e  of 
d e f i a n c e ,  

c ,  Some ' ~ o n ' t s '  concerning g e s t u r e s ,  
1) DanBk pound on the p u l p i t ,  
2') B o n k  s l i d e  your hands up and down 

the  s ides  sf the p u l p i t *  

- 25 - 

3 )  Forget  that  you have hands when 
you preach, 

4 )  Don't rock i n  t h e  p u l p i t  a s  it is  
very  dist-i-acti-rag and then  why should you preach a t  
all, Y O X I  will be nervous and should be, bu t  d a n ' t  
show it  by your g e s t u r e s ,  

5) DanPt be s t i f f  i n  your g e s t u r e s  
nor overactive e i t h e r .  

d ,  The fou r  d i r e c t i o n s  w i t h  ge s tu re s .  
1) T o  t h e  f r o n t  o r  s t r a i g h t  ahead. 

Used f o r  express ing  a number, ask  a ques t ion ,  o r  
mawking t " m e ,  .L 

2) To t h e  ob l ique ,  Used f o r  modera- 
t i o n  and is n o t  extreme. 

3 )  TO the  lateral ,  Used f o r  l a r g e  
numbers, great d i s t a n c e s  i n  space o r  thought.  Th i s  
may be the most unna tu ra l  one, 

4) To t h e  r e a r .  It is not  used much, 
" ~ e e p  behind m e  Satan,"  

e, The t h r e e  s t e p s  i n  a g e s t u r e ,  
I) Prepa ra t i on  f o r  ge s tu re .  The ges- 

cure  should start g radua l ly ,  It should no t  be a 
r a p i d  movement, bu t  one w e l l  developed. It g e t s  
everyone ready .  The person sees t h a t  you a r e  moving 
but  does not, know which d i r e c t i o n  i t  w i l l  t ake .  The 
gesture must be in keeping wi th  t h e  message. 

2) The g e s t u r e  i t s e l f .  
3 )  Relaxa t ion ,  One should come ou t  

o f  a ges tu re  i n  a n a t u r a l  way, It should no t  be 
s t i ff  but  graceful .  

2 ,  E s s e n t i a l  requirements  of ge s tu re s .  
a. Aptness. The g e s t u r e  should be i n  

harmony w i t h  t h e  thought.  Shakespeare s a i d  t h a t  
one slzsuld " s u i t  t h e  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  word," 

b e  Accuracy. It should be p rope r ly  timed. 
The climax of t h e  g e s t u r e  should be reached when t h e  
word is  sa id*  B e  l oose  and f r e e  i n  t h i s .  

c e  Spontaneous, It should have a  n a t u r a l -  
ne s s  and una f f ec t ed  n a t u r e  t o  i t .  It should be a s  
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though you are not  aware you are doing them. If 

it is not spontaneous, it will be mechanical, s t i f f ,  
and disconcert ing.  This  c a l l s  f o r  synchronizat ion,  
otherwise don't gesture, 

d ,  Confidence, The gesture must be 
l i q u i d  with no hes i tancy .  

e, E i f  e and vf g a l i t y ,  It is  harder t o  
l i s t e n  t o  a preacher when he does no t  move a t  a l l .  
Yet  ges tu res  can be d i s t rac t ing .  One ges tu re  t h a t  
i s  always a must i s  t h e  s i g n  of the  cross. There is 

a d i g n i t y  t o  i t .  Must be prepared and f l u i d  ges ture .  

P A R T  T H R E E  -- 

MISCELLANIA 

I.. =tents of  t he  Sermon: Law and Gospel. 

St., Paul i n  $1 Timothy 2:15, urges h i s  young 
companion to "Study t o  shew thyself  approved unto ' 

God, a wurkman tha t  needeth not  t o  be ashamed, 
r i g h t l y  d h i d i n g  the word of t ru th  ." See  Walther ' s  
ct=.mxlenes ore % h i s  in Fritz's Pastoral Theology, ''a-l.aw 

i s  condenvlation a ~ d  Gospel i s  salvation." The Law 
is Ehers no t  only t o  conde~m us but to prepare  us 
for t he  G o s p e l  message by br inging  us t o  a knowledge 
o f  s i n ,  '.I'he Law i s  t o  be preached t o  unbelievers. 
But then 2 good sermon must t e l l  the person how t o  
g e t  t o  hegiven. 1x1 preaching, sanctification is 
preaching t h e  Gospel us ing  the Law as a guideline. 
WE-Eoever uses the Gospel to deprive the Law sf its 
severeness ax the  Law t o  depr ive  the Gospel of its 
sweetness confuses Law and Gospel, The Law i s  t o  
reveal and confirm s in ,  the Gospel is te be used t o  
reveal sa lx~a t ion ,  There are to be no t h r e a t s ,  no 
c lubs ;  only the pure sweet messages 
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A* Doctr ine,  
Here Paul means what t h ings  a r e  found i n  

t h e  Bib le .  Walther s a id :  IgA sermon devoid of 
doc t r ine  i s  an  empty sermon. People must have t h e  
f a c t s .  They cannot j u s t  say "God loves  you." W e  
a r e  t o  preach a s  Cod does--seen i n  I P e t e r  4 ~ 1 1 :  
I v I f  any man speak, l e t  him speak a s  t h e  o r a c l e s  of 
God." Doct r ina l  sermons ground people i n  t h e i r  
f a i t h .  We a r e  t o  teach t h e  doc t r ine  so  t h a t  people 
w i l l  know something about t h e i r  Bib le .  T e l l  what 
J e sus  d id  and why he  had t o  do i t ,  t h a t  is t h e  
doc t r ine  of t h e  incarna t ion .  But t h e r e  is a caut ion:  
i t  should not  be a  dogmatic l e c t u r e .  W e  a r e  t o  g ive  
people something t o  be l i eve .  Nor do we i n  preaching 
want t o  engage i n  h a i r - s p l i t t i n g  o r  i n  u n s c r i p t u r a l  
s p e c u h t i o n s ,  f e e . ,  where does t h e  sou l  come from. 
Every d o c t r i n a l  sermon should have p r a c t i c a l  value.  

B, Refuting f a l s e  doc t r ine .  
The t r u e  doc t r ine  i s  o f t e n  sharpened by 

stating what the f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  is. Ezekiel  335 ' -8  
has  much t o  say  on t h i s :  "So thou, 0 son of man, I 
have s e t  t hee  a watchman unto t h e  house of I s r a e l ;  
t he re fo re  thou s h a l t  hear  t h e  word a t  my mouth, and 
warn them from me.  When I say unto t h e  wicked, 0 
wicked man, thou s h a l t  s u r e l y  d i e ;  i f  thou dos t  not  
speak t o  warn t h e  wicked from h i s  way, t h a t  wicked 
man shall d i e  i n  his i n i q u i t y ;  but  h i s  blood w i l l  I 
r e q u i r e  a t  t h i n e  hand." Thus f a l s e  doc t r ine  and s i n  
must be reproved. I n  Matthew 7:15 it says, "Beware 
of f a l s e  prophets ,  which come t o  you i n  sheep's 
clothing, but  inwardly they are ravening wolves." 
Anyone teaching cont rary  t o  t h e  Gospel i s  a f a l s e  
prophet.  Here we can be a  name-dropper i n  a  good 
sense. Jesus Himself used names i n  poin t ing  ou t  t h e  
s c r i b e s  and Phar isees .  Names a r e  no t  t o  be used 
under ano the r ' s  sk in ,  but  t o  po in t  them ou t  and 



though you are not  aware you are doing them. If 

it is not spontaneous, it will be mechanical, s t i f f ,  
and disconcert ing.  This  c a l l s  f o r  synchronizat ion,  
otherwise don't gesture, 

d ,  Confidence, The gesture must be 
l i q u i d  with no hes i tancy .  

e, E i f  e and vf g a l i t y ,  It is  harder t o  
l i s t e n  t o  a preacher when he does no t  move a t  a l l .  
Yet  ges tu res  can be d i s t rac t ing .  One ges tu re  t h a t  
i s  always a must i s  t h e  s i g n  of the  cross. There is 

a d i g n i t y  t o  i t .  Must be prepared and f l u i d  ges ture .  

P A R T  T H R E E  -- 

MISCELLANIA 

I.. =tents of  t he  Sermon: Law and Gospel. 

St., Paul i n  $1 Timothy 2:15, urges h i s  young 
companion to "Study t o  shew thyself  approved unto ' 

God, a wurkman tha t  needeth not  t o  be ashamed, 
r i g h t l y  d h i d i n g  the word of t ru th  ." See  Walther ' s  
ct=.mxlenes ore % h i s  in Fritz's Pastoral Theology, ''a-l.aw 

i s  condenvlation a ~ d  Gospel i s  salvation." The Law 
is Ehers no t  only t o  conde~m us but to prepare  us 
for t he  G o s p e l  message by br inging  us t o  a knowledge 
o f  s i n ,  '.I'he Law i s  t o  be preached t o  unbelievers. 
But then 2 good sermon must t e l l  the person how t o  
g e t  t o  hegiven. 1x1 preaching, sanctification is 
preaching t h e  Gospel us ing  the Law as a guideline. 
WE-Eoever uses the Gospel to deprive the Law sf its 
severeness ax the  Law t o  depr ive  the Gospel of its 
sweetness confuses Law and Gospel, The Law i s  t o  
reveal and confirm s in ,  the Gospel is te be used t o  
reveal sa lx~a t ion ,  There are to be no t h r e a t s ,  no 
c lubs ;  only the pure sweet messages 

29 - 

A* Doctr ine,  
Here Paul means what t h ings  a r e  found i n  

t h e  Bib le .  Walther s a id :  IgA sermon devoid of 
doc t r ine  i s  an  empty sermon. People must have t h e  
f a c t s .  They cannot j u s t  say "God loves  you." W e  
a r e  t o  preach a s  Cod does--seen i n  I P e t e r  4 ~ 1 1 :  
I v I f  any man speak, l e t  him speak a s  t h e  o r a c l e s  of 
God." Doct r ina l  sermons ground people i n  t h e i r  
f a i t h .  We a r e  t o  teach t h e  doc t r ine  so  t h a t  people 
w i l l  know something about t h e i r  Bib le .  T e l l  what 
J e sus  d id  and why he  had t o  do i t ,  t h a t  is t h e  
doc t r ine  of t h e  incarna t ion .  But t h e r e  is a caut ion:  
i t  should not  be a  dogmatic l e c t u r e .  W e  a r e  t o  g ive  
people something t o  be l i eve .  Nor do we i n  preaching 
want t o  engage i n  h a i r - s p l i t t i n g  o r  i n  u n s c r i p t u r a l  
s p e c u h t i o n s ,  f e e . ,  where does t h e  sou l  come from. 
Every d o c t r i n a l  sermon should have p r a c t i c a l  value.  

B, Refuting f a l s e  doc t r ine .  
The t r u e  doc t r ine  i s  o f t e n  sharpened by 

stating what the f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  is. Ezekiel  335 ' -8  
has  much t o  say  on t h i s :  "So thou, 0 son of man, I 
have s e t  t hee  a watchman unto t h e  house of I s r a e l ;  
t he re fo re  thou s h a l t  hear  t h e  word a t  my mouth, and 
warn them from me.  When I say unto t h e  wicked, 0 
wicked man, thou s h a l t  s u r e l y  d i e ;  i f  thou dos t  not  
speak t o  warn t h e  wicked from h i s  way, t h a t  wicked 
man shall d i e  i n  his i n i q u i t y ;  but  h i s  blood w i l l  I 
r e q u i r e  a t  t h i n e  hand." Thus f a l s e  doc t r ine  and s i n  
must be reproved. I n  Matthew 7:15 it says, "Beware 
of f a l s e  prophets ,  which come t o  you i n  sheep's 
clothing, but  inwardly they are ravening wolves." 
Anyone teaching cont rary  t o  t h e  Gospel i s  a f a l s e  
prophet.  Here we can be a  name-dropper i n  a  good 
sense. Jesus Himself used names i n  poin t ing  ou t  t h e  
s c r i b e s  and Phar isees .  Names a r e  no t  t o  be used 
under ano the r ' s  sk in ,  but  t o  po in t  them ou t  and 



i n s t r u c t  t h e  people t o  be on t h e i r  guard. Speak 

up i f  someone i n  t h e  neighborhood has  s a i d  some- 
th ing  t h a t  is  genera l ly  accepted o r  i f  it is  i n  
p r i n t .  This  means w e  a r e  t o  preach t h e  word, t e l l  
what S c r i p t u r e  taught ,  and know what you th ink .  
T i t u s  1:9,  "Holding f a s t  t h e  f a i t h f u l  word a s  he  
ha th  been taught ,  t h a t  he  may be a b l e  by sound doc- 
t r i n e  both t o  exor t  and t o  convince t h e  gainsayers." 

C ,  Correct ing f a u l t s .  
This  use of Sc r ip tu re  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  personal  

s i n s  of people. See above the Ezekiel  passage. The 
pas to r  who does not  rebuke s i n  must on t h i s  account 
go t o  the d e v i l  along wi th  t h e  s inne r .  I n  f a c t ,  it 
i s  a s i g n  of h a t e  towards t h e  s inne r  i f  you do no t  
rebuke him i n  t h a t  you want them t o  go t o  H e l l .  
I1 Timothy 4 : 2 ,  "Preach t h e  word; be i n s t a n t  i n  
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhor t  wi th  
a l l  longsuffer ing  and doctr ine."  But: 

1, I n  denouncing s i n ,  t h e  pas to r  must never  
be b i t t e r  o r  s a r c a s t i c  i n  h i s  sermons. ~ o n ' t  preach 

on those  s i n s  i f  you c a n ' t  avoid t h a t .  However, it 
is  o f t e n  s a i d  of people going t o  church,  hey don' t  
know any thhg . "  Therefore it is necessary t o  keep 
t h e  l i g h t  on sin s o  t h a t  a l l  w i l l  know. But t h e  

rebuke must be prompted by a love  f o r  t h e  people ' s  
s a lva t ion .  And t h e  Bib le  t e l l s  t h e  people: "Obey 
them t h a t  have t h e  r u l e  over you, and submit your- 
se lves :  f o r  they watch f o r  your sou l s ,  as they t h a t  
must give account, that they may do it wi th  joy, and 
not  with g r i e f :  f o r  t h a t  is unpro f i t ab le  f o r  you" 
(Hebrews 13:17). Thus t h e  preacher  wants t h e  people 
t o  be saved. Rebuking means t h a t  t h e  preacher  shows 
he  i s  concerned about them. The Lord wants p a s t o r s  
who a r e ' a l s o  s i n f u l  t o  rebuke those  who s i n  too.  We 
want t o  l ead  them t o  s e e  t h e i r  t e r r i b l e  s t a t e  o f  
r e b e l l i o n  aga ins t  God. 

2, Do not  become so  s p e c i f i c  i n  rebuking s i n  
t h a t  it r e f e r s  t o  a group of people o r  a c e r t a i n  

situation ii-1 rhe congregation. DON'T mention any 
names. Ey g iv ing  one s i t u a t i o n s ,  the  Lord may be 
fo rc ing  one t o  be careful when talking on a sin 
r ecen t ly  co tx~ i f t ed ,  This  makes f o r  better sermons. 
The sermon i s  no place f o r  using a club.  Speak to 
t he  t h i n g s  the people  did.  Nor i s  i t  a p lace  f o r  
Seminary s tuden t s  t o  hamer a t  the  law i n  a c e r t a i n  
eongregatian, Guest p r eache r s  should not  d s  the 
duty of t he  p a s t o r ,  

3 -  I f  t h e  preacher i s  eowinced that a 
severe rebuke i s  necessary f o r  the congregat ion 's  
well-being, the sermon must be w e l l  worked out  word 
f o r  word, praying t h a t  the  words are spoken lovingly  
and e f f e c t i v e l y .  For instance, w i t h  a t e x t  such a s  
I John 2: 15-17, "Love not  t h e  world. . . . " the  temp- 
tation i s  t o  real ly l e t  the congregation have i t .  
There i s  l o t s  o f  ammunition i n  this t ex t ;  bu t  t h e  
aim sbou3.d be t o  t e l l  t h e  people not  t o  love t h e  
world  since the  world will p a s s  away. Here you 
are appeal ing t o  the  people ' s  b e t t e r  judgment. 
P a s t o r s  must make allowances f o r  t h e  s i n s  t h a t  
Chr is t ians  do and lead them back t o  grace. Repent- 
ance i s  an a t t i t u d e  of the  people against sin. 

D, Adnonition, 
The  word "correction" i n  the  King James 

Versdor i s  not  the  b e s t  word. W e  want doc t r ine  i n  
a sermon, but  it must a l so  move the  hea re r s  t o  do 
something. Admonition and exhor ta t ion  moves them 
into act ion .  J u s t  t o  s tate t h e  d o c t r i n e  is not  
enough. The Old Man must be overcome by s p e l l i n g  
out  what must be done. C h r i s t i a n s  are t o  be pur- 
suaded t-o do good works. B u t  it should be done i n  
a way ~-~h,.hish encourages and insp i res  them t o  do those 
works. T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i rd  use of the Law i n  preach- 
ing sa t lc t i f ica t ion which i s  used as a guide f o r  
Chr is t ians .  The motivat ion behind a l l  t h i s  is  t h e  
Gospel. Many preachers, unfor tunate ly ,  t r y  t o  de- 
mand and threaten Christians t o  g e t  them t o  do 
th ings  which can only  be done under the  inf luence  



i n s t r u c t  t h e  people t o  be on t h e i r  guard. Speak 

up i f  someone i n  t h e  neighborhood has  s a i d  some- 
th ing  t h a t  is  genera l ly  accepted o r  i f  it is  i n  
p r i n t .  This  means w e  a r e  t o  preach t h e  word, t e l l  
what S c r i p t u r e  taught ,  and know what you th ink .  
T i t u s  1:9,  "Holding f a s t  t h e  f a i t h f u l  word a s  he  
ha th  been taught ,  t h a t  he  may be a b l e  by sound doc- 
t r i n e  both t o  exor t  and t o  convince t h e  gainsayers." 

C ,  Correct ing f a u l t s .  
This  use of Sc r ip tu re  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  personal  

s i n s  of people. See above the Ezekiel  passage. The 
pas to r  who does not  rebuke s i n  must on t h i s  account 
go t o  the d e v i l  along wi th  t h e  s inne r .  I n  f a c t ,  it 
i s  a s i g n  of h a t e  towards t h e  s inne r  i f  you do no t  
rebuke him i n  t h a t  you want them t o  go t o  H e l l .  
I1 Timothy 4 : 2 ,  "Preach t h e  word; be i n s t a n t  i n  
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhor t  wi th  
a l l  longsuffer ing  and doctr ine."  But: 

1, I n  denouncing s i n ,  t h e  pas to r  must never  
be b i t t e r  o r  s a r c a s t i c  i n  h i s  sermons. ~ o n ' t  preach 

on those  s i n s  i f  you c a n ' t  avoid t h a t .  However, it 
is  o f t e n  s a i d  of people going t o  church,  hey don' t  
know any thhg . "  Therefore it is necessary t o  keep 
t h e  l i g h t  on sin s o  t h a t  a l l  w i l l  know. But t h e  

rebuke must be prompted by a love  f o r  t h e  people ' s  
s a lva t ion .  And t h e  Bib le  t e l l s  t h e  people: "Obey 
them t h a t  have t h e  r u l e  over you, and submit your- 
se lves :  f o r  they watch f o r  your sou l s ,  as they t h a t  
must give account, that they may do it wi th  joy, and 
not  with g r i e f :  f o r  t h a t  is unpro f i t ab le  f o r  you" 
(Hebrews 13:17). Thus t h e  preacher  wants t h e  people 
t o  be saved. Rebuking means t h a t  t h e  preacher  shows 
he  i s  concerned about them. The Lord wants p a s t o r s  
who a r e ' a l s o  s i n f u l  t o  rebuke those  who s i n  too.  We 
want t o  l ead  them t o  s e e  t h e i r  t e r r i b l e  s t a t e  o f  
r e b e l l i o n  aga ins t  God. 

2, Do not  become so  s p e c i f i c  i n  rebuking s i n  
t h a t  it r e f e r s  t o  a group of people o r  a c e r t a i n  

situation ii-1 rhe congregation. DON'T mention any 
names. Ey g iv ing  one s i t u a t i o n s ,  the  Lord may be 
fo rc ing  one t o  be careful when talking on a sin 
r ecen t ly  co tx~ i f t ed ,  This  makes f o r  better sermons. 
The sermon i s  no place f o r  using a club.  Speak to 
t he  t h i n g s  the people  did.  Nor i s  i t  a p lace  f o r  
Seminary s tuden t s  t o  hamer a t  the  law i n  a c e r t a i n  
eongregatian, Guest p r eache r s  should not  d s  the 
duty of t he  p a s t o r ,  

3 -  I f  t h e  preacher i s  eowinced that a 
severe rebuke i s  necessary f o r  the congregat ion 's  
well-being, the sermon must be w e l l  worked out  word 
f o r  word, praying t h a t  the  words are spoken lovingly  
and e f f e c t i v e l y .  For instance, w i t h  a t e x t  such a s  
I John 2: 15-17, "Love not  t h e  world. . . . " the  temp- 
tation i s  t o  real ly l e t  the congregation have i t .  
There i s  l o t s  o f  ammunition i n  this t ex t ;  bu t  t h e  
aim sbou3.d be t o  t e l l  t h e  people not  t o  love t h e  
world  since the  world will p a s s  away. Here you 
are appeal ing t o  the  people ' s  b e t t e r  judgment. 
P a s t o r s  must make allowances f o r  t h e  s i n s  t h a t  
Chr is t ians  do and lead them back t o  grace. Repent- 
ance i s  an a t t i t u d e  of the  people against sin. 

D, Adnonition, 
The  word "correction" i n  the  King James 

Versdor i s  not  the  b e s t  word. W e  want doc t r ine  i n  
a sermon, but  it must a l so  move the  hea re r s  t o  do 
something. Admonition and exhor ta t ion  moves them 
into act ion .  J u s t  t o  s tate t h e  d o c t r i n e  is not  
enough. The Old Man must be overcome by s p e l l i n g  
out  what must be done. C h r i s t i a n s  are t o  be pur- 
suaded t-o do good works. B u t  it should be done i n  
a way ~-~h,.hish encourages and insp i res  them t o  do those 
works. T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i rd  use of the Law i n  preach- 
ing sa t lc t i f ica t ion which i s  used as a guide f o r  
Chr is t ians .  The motivat ion behind a l l  t h i s  is  t h e  
Gospel. Many preachers, unfor tunate ly ,  t r y  t o  de- 
mand and threaten Christians t o  g e t  them t o  do 
th ings  which can only  be done under the  inf luence  



of the Gospel .  The Gcispei i s  the  only eEfnctive 
th ing .  ChrisP-ans d0 tiaxe weaknesses. They do 
not  mean co d e s p i s e  God's Word, but  they may have 
not  made such e f f o r t  to:~ards u s i n g  i t  i n  t h e i r  
l i v e s  and heaxing i t ,  Tiley musi be  encourriged 
towards g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s  with the promise  t h a t  God 
w i l l  he lp  them. You canr~ot. do t h i s  w i t h  unbeliev- 
ers, f o r  there  i s  nn motivation. Christian motiva- 

t i o n  -jg found in these ~ ~ n r d s  of II Corinthians 
5:14a: "For the  love o f  Chr i s t  cons t r ahe th  us." 

clear 2nd f o r c e f u l  dcironstration of t h i s  way of 
admonition i s  found i n  Xomins 12:1, "I beseech you 
therefore, brethrer,  by the mercies of God, that ye 
present: you- 'bodies a Living sacrifice, h o l y ,  
acceptablci m t o  God, which is your reasonable ser -  
vice." i h i s  i s  the r~iot ivat ion i n  Ephesians 4 :  1. 
"I therefore,   he prisoner of the Lord,  beseech you 
t ha t  ye wajk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are caP7.ed," Thus, we have been saved to serve. 
T h i s  is che afn o f  ~hr is"r_"s  death,  But admonition 

should be done i n  a way tha t  appeals  t o  the  new man. 
We should be angry at sin, but  do n o t  s i n  through 
the selt---e" ,. ig i r teo~~sr ress  . O t i r  anger must be 
d i r e c t e d  a t  -i;tae t h i n g  c3r- s in ,  not a t  the person, 
The admoni t ion jn Ephesians 4 : 1  is not  t o  be preached 
f rom above; L-l i i .$  hecause v.;e are a.l l a l i x e  i n  C h r i s t ,  
we w i Z l  na: rz?an: t o  (23 these t l ~ i n g a ,  

-", h, c6~fh31fi: 

~ k i s  l a a t  use nZ S c r i p t u r e  is taken from 
Romans I:.: l+, "FQP what~::i~evt';r t h ings  were written 
aforeti^fi~e -rPac*rt: written for our  l ea rn ing ,  tha t  we 
tllrough pati9ili.e and comfort or' the scriptures 
might  haye i~opz , ' '  Sermons t ha t  are devoid of com- 
f o r t  are p o t  eval;ga,elical &A sermonse There are t w o  
Cypes c7.f cornfox!:: 

C ~ m f o x t  far w~&pPj&g 86;9~.19. Such ~omfol t t  
can be f o;iitc! i ~ i  iaa iah  4%): l, 2 ,  'Yeosnf o r% ye, comfort 
ye my p?o??e?  saith your God. Speak ye  comfortably 
$0 Serusaiem, and cry urrbs her, t h a t  her welfare i s  

accomplished, t h a t  her  i n i q u i t y  i s  pardoned: f o r  
she ba th  received of t h e  Lord 's  hand double f o r  a l l  
her  s lns ."  Thus f o r  Isaiah,  the  war was a l ready 
over. And t h i s  was seven hundred years before 
Chr i s t .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  w i th  every promise of God. 
It is  a s  good as f u l f i l l e d  even c e n t u r i e s  before  
i t  a c t u a l l y  is. People do not  always show t h e i r  
s p i r i t u a l  yearnings. They g r i eve  over th ings  t h a t  
happened t o  them long ago. Gospel preaching is where 
we show tha t  any t e r r i b l e  s i n  people d i d  i n  t h e  p a s t  
i s  forg iven ,  

2.  Comfort f o r  temporal a f f l i c t i o n s .  This  
world always b r i n g s  t r o u b l e .  Nothing is  so  danger- 
ous a s  t roub le  t o  draw men away from t h e i r  Lord. 
Man needs comfort i n  t h i s  l i f e .  The preacher  must 
show how God loves him and what H e  has  done f o r  him. 
Must show t h a t  whatever happens i n  one ' s  l i f e ,  i t  
i s  n o t  done t o  dri.ve people away bu t  t o  draw them 
c lose  t o  God. Often people won't know why God 
chastens them. It is b e s t  t o  expla in  t h i s  by t h e  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a f forded  u s  from t h e  Bib le  cha rac te r s .  
It i s  i n  t h i s  area t h a t  preachers  o f t e n  l e a r n  from 
their people. 

Not a l l  f ive  of these uses  of S c r i p t u r e  s tudied  
above must be used i n  every sermon. But t h e  good 
preacher should use  each of t hese  i n  tu rn .  

111. Synthe t ic  Sermon Method. 

A. The ana ly t i c  and s y n t h e t i c  method. 
The d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  two i s  not  

t h a t  one method is  more t e x t u a l  than t h e  o the r .  The 
d i f f e rence  i s  i n  the way one handles  t h e  t e x t .  The 
Analytic Method analyses  t h e  t e x t .  But t h e r e  a r e  
advantages t o  the  Syn the t i c  Method: 

1. The Synthe t ic  Method a s su res  b e t t e r  
u n i t y  i n  the sermon, 

2. It he lps  t r a i n  t h e  preacher i n  t h e  
l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of the  t o p i c .  



of the Gospel .  The Gcispei i s  the  only eEfnctive 
th ing .  ChrisP-ans d0 tiaxe weaknesses. They do 
not  mean co d e s p i s e  God's Word, but  they may have 
not  made such e f f o r t  to:~ards u s i n g  i t  i n  t h e i r  
l i v e s  and heaxing i t ,  Tiley musi be  encourriged 
towards g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s  with the promise  t h a t  God 
w i l l  he lp  them. You canr~ot. do t h i s  w i t h  unbeliev- 
ers, f o r  there  i s  nn motivation. Christian motiva- 

t i o n  -jg found in these ~ ~ n r d s  of II Corinthians 
5:14a: "For the  love o f  Chr i s t  cons t r ahe th  us." 

clear 2nd f o r c e f u l  dcironstration of t h i s  way of 
admonition i s  found i n  Xomins 12:1, "I beseech you 
therefore, brethrer,  by the mercies of God, that ye 
present: you- 'bodies a Living sacrifice, h o l y ,  
acceptablci m t o  God, which is your reasonable ser -  
vice." i h i s  i s  the r~iot ivat ion i n  Ephesians 4 :  1. 
"I therefore,   he prisoner of the Lord,  beseech you 
t ha t  ye wajk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are caP7.ed," Thus, we have been saved to serve. 
T h i s  is che afn o f  ~hr is"r_"s  death,  But admonition 

should be done i n  a way tha t  appeals  t o  the  new man. 
We should be angry at sin, but  do n o t  s i n  through 
the selt---e" ,. ig i r teo~~sr ress  . O t i r  anger must be 
d i r e c t e d  a t  -i;tae t h i n g  c3r- s in ,  not a t  the person, 
The admoni t ion jn Ephesians 4 : 1  is not  t o  be preached 
f rom above; L-l i i .$  hecause v.;e are a.l l a l i x e  i n  C h r i s t ,  
we w i Z l  na: rz?an: t o  (23 these t l ~ i n g a ,  

-", h, c6~fh31fi: 

~ k i s  l a a t  use nZ S c r i p t u r e  is taken from 
Romans I:.: l+, "FQP what~::i~evt';r t h ings  were written 
aforeti^fi~e -rPac*rt: written for our  l ea rn ing ,  tha t  we 
tllrough pati9ili.e and comfort or' the scriptures 
might  haye i~opz , ' '  Sermons t ha t  are devoid of com- 
f o r t  are p o t  eval;ga,elical &A sermonse There are t w o  
Cypes c7.f cornfox!:: 

C ~ m f o x t  far w~&pPj&g 86;9~.19. Such ~omfol t t  
can be f o;iitc! i ~ i  iaa iah  4%): l, 2 ,  'Yeosnf o r% ye, comfort 
ye my p?o??e?  saith your God. Speak ye  comfortably 
$0 Serusaiem, and cry urrbs her, t h a t  her welfare i s  

accomplished, t h a t  her  i n i q u i t y  i s  pardoned: f o r  
she ba th  received of t h e  Lord 's  hand double f o r  a l l  
her  s lns ."  Thus f o r  Isaiah,  the  war was a l ready 
over. And t h i s  was seven hundred years before 
Chr i s t .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  w i th  every promise of God. 
It is  a s  good as f u l f i l l e d  even c e n t u r i e s  before  
i t  a c t u a l l y  is. People do not  always show t h e i r  
s p i r i t u a l  yearnings. They g r i eve  over th ings  t h a t  
happened t o  them long ago. Gospel preaching is where 
we show tha t  any t e r r i b l e  s i n  people d i d  i n  t h e  p a s t  
i s  forg iven ,  

2.  Comfort f o r  temporal a f f l i c t i o n s .  This  
world always b r i n g s  t r o u b l e .  Nothing is  so  danger- 
ous a s  t roub le  t o  draw men away from t h e i r  Lord. 
Man needs comfort i n  t h i s  l i f e .  The preacher  must 
show how God loves him and what H e  has  done f o r  him. 
Must show t h a t  whatever happens i n  one ' s  l i f e ,  i t  
i s  n o t  done t o  dri.ve people away bu t  t o  draw them 
c lose  t o  God. Often people won't know why God 
chastens them. It is b e s t  t o  expla in  t h i s  by t h e  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a f forded  u s  from t h e  Bib le  cha rac te r s .  
It i s  i n  t h i s  area t h a t  preachers  o f t e n  l e a r n  from 
their people. 

Not a l l  f ive  of these uses  of S c r i p t u r e  s tudied  
above must be used i n  every sermon. But t h e  good 
preacher should use  each of t hese  i n  tu rn .  

111. Synthe t ic  Sermon Method. 

A. The ana ly t i c  and s y n t h e t i c  method. 
The d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  two i s  not  

t h a t  one method is  more t e x t u a l  than t h e  o the r .  The 
d i f f e rence  i s  i n  the way one handles  t h e  t e x t .  The 
Analytic Method analyses  t h e  t e x t .  But t h e r e  a r e  
advantages t o  the  Syn the t i c  Method: 

1. The Synthe t ic  Method a s su res  b e t t e r  
u n i t y  i n  the sermon, 

2. It he lps  t r a i n  t h e  preacher i n  t h e  
l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of the  t o p i c .  



3 .  It i s  more concise and appeal ing t o  
the people, 

4. It g ives  p r a c t i c a l  occasions f o r  thor-  
oughly d iscuss ing  a sub jec t .  

B. T h e  thought of the  sermon and t h e  methods. 
This  concerns t h e  way i n  which the message 

i s  extracted from the t e x t .  
1. Analyt ic  Method uses  expressed s ta tements  

frsm the text  i n  t h e  sermon. 
2. Synthe t ic  Method uses  deductions o r  in- 

ferences from the t ex t .  The preacher s t i l l  g e t s  

h i s  material from t h e  t e x t ,  f o r  i n  both methods t h e  
t e x t  i s  used. 

G ,  The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  sermon and t h e  methods. 
1. Analyt ic  Method determines t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

of the sermon by t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  t e x t .  
2. I n  the Synthe t ic  Method, the preacher 

makes h i s  own o u t l i n e  which i s  determined by t h e  
l o g i c a l  d iv i s ions  of t h e  thoughts.  For example, i n  
the t ex t  of I John 1:7-10, t h e r e  i s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  
between a p o s i t i v e  thought of walking i n  t h e  light 
and the  negat ive  of walking i n  darkness.  These can 

be  taken together t o  form t h e  two parts of t h e  ser -  
mon. The Synthe t ic  Method s t r u c t u r e  depends upon 
the application one chooses a l s o .  

D. Order of theme and p a r t s  and t h e  methods. 
1. The Analyt ic  Method n a t u r a l l y  f i n d s  the 

par t s  from the  thoughts of t h e  text  and then f i n d s  
the theme. Progression from va r i e t y  t o  unity. 

2.  The Synthe t ic  Method first f h d s  t h e  
theme and then t h e  p a r t s .  The progression i s  from 
u n i t y  to varie ty .  The theme represents a  genera l  
thought from the t ex t ,  which i s  then divided up to 
s u i t  your purposes ,  

The preacher need not s t ick  t o  one o r  t h e  o the r .  
H e  is  t o  use  both,  choosing the one which bes t  helps 
the sermon. A theme t h a t  is a n a l y t i c  while  t h e  
parts  are not  f i t  wel l  toge ther ,  so t h e  theme is  

then d i . i i 2 ~ d  i.~ii:o !og icc l  pares. But we can a l s o  
have a syntl let ic  theme d i v i d e d  a n a l y t i c a l l y  by t h e  
t e x ~ ,  It i s  the treatment of t h e  t ex t  t h a t  i s  
more imporlaxkt t h a n  &he message, ~ r h i c h  w i l l  be t h e  
same i n  e i t h e x  ease ,  

E. Procedure under t h e  Synthe t ic  Method. 
1. Study t h e  t e x t .  P i r s t  i n  i t s  context  

and then i n  the  o r i g i n a l  7-anguage. Then f i n d  t h e  
ch ief  thorlght of t h e  t e x t  and  the  progression of 
thoughts.  Do not d i v i d e  t h e  t ex t  i n t o  u n i t s  bu t  s e e  
how it  proceeds, T h i s  determines what t h e  theme is. 

2. As you study the  t ex t ,  j o t  down every 
thought t h a t  comes t o  you, Pu t  dokm t h e  thoughts 
t h a t  are there and those tha t  are i m p l i e d  by t h e  t e x t .  
These may be i n  any o rde r .  P u t  them i n  a catalogue 
and compare them and s o r t  them i n t o  groups a s  i n  a  
puzz le ,  

3 .  Syn thes i ze  the  u n i t s  you discovered 
from the t ex t  t o  g e t  a r e l a t i o n  between the  u n i t s  and 
then a c e n t r a l  thought .  Th i s  must be thought out .  
Sometimes t h i s  process takes little t i m e  and t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  are apparent,  bu t  with o the r  t e x t s  i t  
may take a long t i m e .  You must c r e a t e  a  design f o r  
t he  sermon, which i s  'nard. The longer  you th ink  
about t h i s  t h e  bet ter  i t  will u n i t e  together .  

4 .  Determine t h e  p r i n c i p a l  thoughts of t h e  
sermon. you proceed from the  theme and t r v  t o  

.I - -  cover t h e  theme i n  t w o  or three p o i n t s .  Do not  pay 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  text  at t h i s  p o i n t ,  Some examples 
of themes are: "Why vast m u l t i t u d e s  today do not  
enjoy the b l e s s ings  Chr i s t  brought"; "Man-made re-  
l i g i o n  preferred t o  God's"; " ~ e t ' s  not  deceive our- 

* * 
selves": a) Do not  make mere externalism count f o r  
Chr is t j -an i ty ,  b) True C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  a mat te r  of 
t h e  h e a r t .  OR, from the  t ex t  of Matthew 5 :14 -16 :  
"Why the  world accuses u s  of being hypocr i tes  i n  
our  church: a) Because there are people who a r e  - - - - 
hypocrites, b) Chr i s t i ans  o f t en  do not  l i v e  a s  they 
should (as salt  of the  earth) but they a r e  not  hypo- 
cr i tes.  T h i s  sermon will end on a s t rong Gospel note.  



3 .  It i s  more concise and appeal ing t o  
the people, 

4. It g ives  p r a c t i c a l  occasions f o r  thor-  
oughly d iscuss ing  a sub jec t .  

B. T h e  thought of the  sermon and t h e  methods. 
This  concerns t h e  way i n  which the message 

i s  extracted from the t e x t .  
1. Analyt ic  Method uses  expressed s ta tements  

frsm the text  i n  t h e  sermon. 
2. Synthe t ic  Method uses  deductions o r  in- 

ferences from the t ex t .  The preacher s t i l l  g e t s  

h i s  material from t h e  t e x t ,  f o r  i n  both methods t h e  
t e x t  i s  used. 

G ,  The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  sermon and t h e  methods. 
1. Analyt ic  Method determines t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

of the sermon by t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  t e x t .  
2. I n  the Synthe t ic  Method, the preacher 

makes h i s  own o u t l i n e  which i s  determined by t h e  
l o g i c a l  d iv i s ions  of t h e  thoughts.  For example, i n  
the t ex t  of I John 1:7-10, t h e r e  i s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  
between a p o s i t i v e  thought of walking i n  t h e  light 
and the  negat ive  of walking i n  darkness.  These can 

be  taken together t o  form t h e  two parts of t h e  ser -  
mon. The Synthe t ic  Method s t r u c t u r e  depends upon 
the application one chooses a l s o .  

D. Order of theme and p a r t s  and t h e  methods. 
1. The Analyt ic  Method n a t u r a l l y  f i n d s  the 

par t s  from the  thoughts of t h e  text  and then f i n d s  
the theme. Progression from va r i e t y  t o  unity. 

2.  The Synthe t ic  Method first f h d s  t h e  
theme and then t h e  p a r t s .  The progression i s  from 
u n i t y  to varie ty .  The theme represents a  genera l  
thought from the t ex t ,  which i s  then divided up to 
s u i t  your purposes ,  

The preacher need not s t ick  t o  one o r  t h e  o the r .  
H e  is  t o  use  both,  choosing the one which bes t  helps 
the sermon. A theme t h a t  is a n a l y t i c  while  t h e  
parts  are not  f i t  wel l  toge ther ,  so t h e  theme is  

then d i . i i 2 ~ d  i.~ii:o !og icc l  pares. But we can a l s o  
have a syntl let ic  theme d i v i d e d  a n a l y t i c a l l y  by t h e  
t e x ~ ,  It i s  the treatment of t h e  t ex t  t h a t  i s  
more imporlaxkt t h a n  &he message, ~ r h i c h  w i l l  be t h e  
same i n  e i t h e x  ease ,  

E. Procedure under t h e  Synthe t ic  Method. 
1. Study t h e  t e x t .  P i r s t  i n  i t s  context  

and then i n  the  o r i g i n a l  7-anguage. Then f i n d  t h e  
ch ief  thorlght of t h e  t e x t  and  the  progression of 
thoughts.  Do not d i v i d e  t h e  t ex t  i n t o  u n i t s  bu t  s e e  
how it  proceeds, T h i s  determines what t h e  theme is. 

2. As you study the  t ex t ,  j o t  down every 
thought t h a t  comes t o  you, Pu t  dokm t h e  thoughts 
t h a t  are there and those tha t  are i m p l i e d  by t h e  t e x t .  
These may be i n  any o rde r .  P u t  them i n  a catalogue 
and compare them and s o r t  them i n t o  groups a s  i n  a  
puzz le ,  

3 .  Syn thes i ze  the  u n i t s  you discovered 
from the t ex t  t o  g e t  a r e l a t i o n  between the  u n i t s  and 
then a c e n t r a l  thought .  Th i s  must be thought out .  
Sometimes t h i s  process takes little t i m e  and t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  are apparent,  bu t  with o the r  t e x t s  i t  
may take a long t i m e .  You must c r e a t e  a  design f o r  
t he  sermon, which i s  'nard. The longer  you th ink  
about t h i s  t h e  bet ter  i t  will u n i t e  together .  

4 .  Determine t h e  p r i n c i p a l  thoughts of t h e  
sermon. you proceed from the  theme and t r v  t o  

.I - -  cover t h e  theme i n  t w o  or three p o i n t s .  Do not  pay 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  text  at t h i s  p o i n t ,  Some examples 
of themes are: "Why vast m u l t i t u d e s  today do not  
enjoy the b l e s s ings  Chr i s t  brought"; "Man-made re-  
l i g i o n  preferred t o  God's"; " ~ e t ' s  not  deceive our- 

* * 
selves": a) Do not  make mere externalism count f o r  
Chr is t j -an i ty ,  b) True C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  a mat te r  of 
t h e  h e a r t .  OR, from the  t ex t  of Matthew 5 :14 -16 :  
"Why the  world accuses u s  of being hypocr i tes  i n  
our  church: a) Because there are people who a r e  - - - - 
hypocrites, b) Chr i s t i ans  o f t en  do not  l i v e  a s  they 
should (as salt  of the  earth) but they a r e  not  hypo- 
cr i tes.  T h i s  sermon will end on a s t rong Gospel note.  



OR, on I Corinthians 15~1-10:  " ~ h r e e .  important 

s igns  t o  determine our f a i t h :  a )  Fai th  is  based 

on ~ o d ' s  Word alone, b) Faith i s  joined with a 
Living experience, c) F a i t h  i s  based on t r u e  l i v i n g .  

e 

on s f  the Sermon. 

The sermon starts a t  the a p p l i c a t i o n  which 
should be from the t e x t .  The way you begin and 

proceed will determine your appl ica t ion .  The appl i -  

cation should be se l f -ev ident  and should not  come as 
a su rp r i se .  This  means you must t a lk  t o  your audi- 
ence. Know their means, needs, and experiences. 
But make sure t h a t  you apply such th ings  t o  yourself  
f i r s t .  Apply the sermon t o  the  age we are living in, 
t o  t h e  cor ro- ion  of the  human heart i n  such an age, 
and t h e  e v i l s  which are done more openly i n  t h i s  age, 
a l l  of which erodes t h e  conscience of Christian 
people. The ungodly have always l ived ungodly l i v e s .  
But i n  some ages it is  more apparent than i n  o the r s .  
We must nee clobber people  wi th  the Law. We must 

preach the Gospel of salvation and about the hope 
which it  br ings .  We should no2 th ink  about t h e  
wrong i n  people ,  but  about what we can do t o  he lp  
these peop le .  The app l i ca t ion  should and w i l l  show 
Ltse l l  i n  the theme. Minor app l i ca t ion  can be made 
i n  the sinaller d iv i s ion  &d thoughts of t h e  sermon. 
However, the app l i ca t ion  should fol low the expos i t ion  
of t h e  t e x t  i n  the sermon. The app l i ca t ion  should be 
from the  t e x t ,  showing how t o  do what it says and 
movir lg people  t o  do i t . And f i n a l l y ,  t h e  app l i ca t ion  
should call upon t h e  Lord t o  help u s  do what H e  wants 
us  to do, 

B. Direct and i n d i r e c t  appl ica t ion .  

We sre t a lk ing  about a l l  tex ts ,  those which 
requ i re  a direct  app l i ca t ion  and those using an in-  
direct application from p a s t  t o  present .  The Direct 

A p p l i c a t i o n  is employed i n  most of t h e  e p i s t l e  lessons  
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It app l i e s  a t r u t h  of pas t  condi t ions  t o  t h e  present  
without any change. For example, t h e  Ten Command- 
ments, John 3:16, and many of t h e  Psalms never change 
f o r  man. What Paul t o l d  t h e  Romans, we s t i l l  need 
today. I n d i r e c t  Applicat ion i s  needed f o r  t e x t s  
t h a t  a r e  hard t o  apply t o  today o r  cannot be appl ied .  
Such a s  Mark 9:17-27, t h e  hea l ing  of t he  demon- 
possessed boy, o r  t h e  feed ing  of t h e  f i v e  thousand 
by Jesus ,  

C. Categories  of t e x t u a l  app l i ca t ions .  

1. Typical  Applicat ion.  
This  app l i ca t ion  mostly dea l s  with Old 

Testament t e x t s  which present  a type of New Testa- 
ment person, i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  event .  There i s  empha- 
sis on the ant i - type .  

a. Example: Numbers 21:9--the brazen 
serpent .  The only a p p l i c a t i o n  one can make of t h i s  
is one t o  Jesus .  That i s  what i t  pointed ahead to .  

, Such a  type can be f o r c e f u l .  It i s  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  
c ruc i f ix ion .  And a l l  they had t o  do is look on t h e  
serpent .  This  w a s  very easy and t h a t  is  what f a i t h  
is. See how easy i t  i s ?  

b. Example: Lev i t i cus  l6:lO--the Scape- 
goat .  This  i s  another  f o r c e f u l  p i c t u r e .  One goat  
is  k i l l e d  for  t h e  s i n s  of t h e  people whi le  t h e  o t h e r  
was s e n t  away i n t o  t h e  wilderness.  Here t h e  empha- 
sis is  on Chr i s t  and wha t  He has  done. 

c. Do not  employ t h i s  type of a p p l i c a t i o n  
un le s s  i t  employs a r e a l  type. The s t o r y  and r u l e  of 
Joseph has s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  t ha t  of J e sus  and i t  i s  
not  wrong t o  show them, but  do not  make i t  a  t y p i c a l  
app l i ca t ion .  There a r e  not  too many types i n  t h e  
Old Testament. Some, l i k e  t h e  Passover,  r e f e r  t o  t h e  
c r u c i f i x i o n ;  and t h e  Scapegoat i s  r e a l l y  a  New Testa- 
ment doct r ine .  

d. Def in i t ion:  A type i s  a  d i r e c t  v i s -  
i b l e  prophecy of a New Testament person o r  event .  
Thus t h e  blood on the  p i l l a r s  r ep resen t s  t h e  blood of 
Chr i s t  which washes away a l l  s i n .  

- 38 - 



OR, on I Corinthians 15~1-10:  " ~ h r e e .  important 

s igns  t o  determine our f a i t h :  a )  Fai th  is  based 

on ~ o d ' s  Word alone, b) Faith i s  joined with a 
Living experience, c) F a i t h  i s  based on t r u e  l i v i n g .  

e 

on s f  the Sermon. 

The sermon starts a t  the a p p l i c a t i o n  which 
should be from the t e x t .  The way you begin and 

proceed will determine your appl ica t ion .  The appl i -  

cation should be se l f -ev ident  and should not  come as 
a su rp r i se .  This  means you must t a lk  t o  your audi- 
ence. Know their means, needs, and experiences. 
But make sure t h a t  you apply such th ings  t o  yourself  
f i r s t .  Apply the sermon t o  the  age we are living in, 
t o  t h e  cor ro- ion  of the  human heart i n  such an age, 
and t h e  e v i l s  which are done more openly i n  t h i s  age, 
a l l  of which erodes t h e  conscience of Christian 
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preach the Gospel of salvation and about the hope 
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Ltse l l  i n  the theme. Minor app l i ca t ion  can be made 
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A p p l i c a t i o n  is employed i n  most of t h e  e p i s t l e  lessons  
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It app l i e s  a t r u t h  of pas t  condi t ions  t o  t h e  present  
without any change. For example, t h e  Ten Command- 
ments, John 3:16, and many of t h e  Psalms never change 
f o r  man. What Paul t o l d  t h e  Romans, we s t i l l  need 
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1. Typical  Applicat ion.  
This  app l i ca t ion  mostly dea l s  with Old 

Testament t e x t s  which present  a type of New Testa- 
ment person, i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  event .  There i s  empha- 
sis on the ant i - type .  

a. Example: Numbers 21:9--the brazen 
serpent .  The only a p p l i c a t i o n  one can make of t h i s  
is one t o  Jesus .  That i s  what i t  pointed ahead to .  

, Such a  type can be f o r c e f u l .  It i s  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  
c ruc i f ix ion .  And a l l  they had t o  do is look on t h e  
serpent .  This  w a s  very easy and t h a t  is  what f a i t h  
is. See how easy i t  i s ?  

b. Example: Lev i t i cus  l6:lO--the Scape- 
goat .  This  i s  another  f o r c e f u l  p i c t u r e .  One goat  
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c. Do not  employ t h i s  type of a p p l i c a t i o n  
un le s s  i t  employs a r e a l  type. The s t o r y  and r u l e  of 
Joseph has s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  t ha t  of J e sus  and i t  i s  
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c r u c i f i x i o n ;  and t h e  Scapegoat i s  r e a l l y  a  New Testa- 
ment doct r ine .  

d. Def in i t ion:  A type i s  a  d i r e c t  v i s -  
i b l e  prophecy of a New Testament person o r  event .  
Thus t h e  blood on the  p i l l a r s  r ep resen t s  t h e  blood of 
Chr i s t  which washes away a l l  s i n .  
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2 ,  Tropologica l  Applicat ion.  
a, Def in i t i on :  The t e x t  t h a t  desc r ibes  

something as having happened a t  one t i m e  is  seen  as 
an express ion  of t h e  permanent and c o n s i s t e n t  n a t u r e  
of God and man. T h i s  is the unchanging and cons is -  
tent  t ropos ,  For  example, t h e  Centur ion a t  Caper- 
naum whs came ts t h e  Lord for h e l p  i s  a  permanent 
t ropos  of f a i t h .  The humi l i t y  and f a i t h  a r e  t h e r e  
on h i s  p a r t ,  and Jesus responds t o  a prayer  of f a i t h  
now as Ee d i d  then ,  

b. This  method of a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  used 
with n a r r a t i v e  texts  such as t h e  one i n  which 
Abraham p r a y s  f o r  Sodom and when Job was s a c r i f i c i n g  
while  h i s  sons were c e l e b r a t i n g ,  as a prayer  f o r  
mercy 

c ,  This is  a l s o  used f o r  any t e x t  deal-  
ing with f a i t h .  For example, David and h i s  p rayer  
f o r  his dying son. Fahen t o l d  about t h e  dea th ,  h e  
goes about his imrk. For as long as  t h e r e  was l i f e ,  
that Is the time f o r  prayer .  There i s  ns t i m e  f o r  
i t  a f t e r  one i s  dead, 

3. Symbolical Appl ica t ion .  ( s p i r i t u a l )  
a ,  Defini t ion:  An e x t e r n a l  event  used 

a s  a p i c t u r e  or  image of the s p i r i t u a l  event  o r  
experience of t h e  church o r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  the church. 

b ,  Examples: 
I) Luke 13~1-5--the tower of Siloam. 

~ e s u s '  arm a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  tha t  "except ye  r epen t ,  ye 
s h a l l  a l l  likewise perish." T h i s  i s  a p i c t u r e  of 
judgment and a sure judgment i f  people  do n o t  r epen t .  

2) Luke l9:27-28--Jesuss e n t r y  i n to  
~ e r u s a l e m .  T h i s  t e x t  i s  used twice  a year. %t shows 
how Jesus can come i n to  our l i v e s .  H e  enters i n  a 
s t a t e  of meekness, O r  t h e  hymn "Oh Blessed S t a t e  and 
 ati ion'^ (Hym 173, H p n a r y )  . 

3 )  Matthew 21~19-22--cursing the fig 
t r e e ,  This  i s  a symbol of t h e  n a t i o n  of Israel a l s o  
being cursed because i t  does n o t  bear  f r u i t .  

c ,  Never treat an e x t e r n a l  event as a 
symbol unless  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  allows one to .  Thus t h e  

h e a l i n g  of the dear' mute i s  n o t  a symbol of J e s u s  
opening him up t o  hear ing  t h e  Word of God, Nor 
is disease to be considered a s i n ,  Mirac le  t e x t s  
are no t  t o  be a l l e g o r i z e d  o r  s p i r i t u a l i z e d .  

4. A l l e g o r i c a l  Appl ica t ion .  (phys i ca l  and 
s p i r i t u a l )  
a ,  De f in i t i on :  St e x p l o i t s  a l l  t h e  

d e t a i l s  of t h e  t e x t  and g i v e s  them a s p e c i a l  mean- 
ing.  While t h e  Symbolic Appl ica t ion  r ega rds  t h e  
whole event  as a  symbol, t h e  A l l e g o r i c a l  Appl ica t ion  
uses  every d e t a i l  i n  the t e x t  f o r  a  symbol. Such an 
a p p l i c a t i o n  cannot be used u n l e s s  S c r i p t u r e  i t s e l f  
sugges t s  i t .  

b e  Examples: 
1 )  G a l a t i a n s  4:22-31--Sarah and Hagar. 

S t .  Paul  says ,  "Which t h i n g s  a r e  an a l l ego ry , "  and 
exp la in s  how we become God's c h i l d r e n  through t h e  
promise of God, 

2) E c c l e s i a s t e s  1 2 :  1-7. Everything 
i n  this t e x t  can have an a l l e g o r i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
It: i s  a s t r i k i n g  p i c t u r e  which one cannot do any- 
t h ing  e l s e  t o  it. Such a th ing  i s  no t  an event  o r  
it would be symbolical .  

3 )  Psalm 19: 5. The C h r i s t i a n  is  joy- 
f u l  and vigorous.  It h a s  a p a r a l l e l  i n  J e s u s '  s t o r y  
of thc bridegroom and b r i d e  i n  Matthew 9:15. 

c. You should t r y  every th ing  e l s e  be fo re  
us ing  t h e  a l l e g o r i c a l  method. 

V. Preaching an the  Pa rab l e s .  - 
A, PrincipEes.  

Pa rab l e s  cannot be handled l i k e  an o rd ina ry  
t e x t  i n  narrati~ye o r  d o c t r i n e .  There i s  d o c t r i n e  i n  
them, but  i t  must be drawn from t h e  parab le .  There 
must be a type  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  made i n  t h e  parab le :  
A ~ c o e r q  ~ 0 e . r .  

1, The preacher  must determine t h e  p o i n t  of 
comparison. This  is  the  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  of t h e  parab le .  
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A parable  i l l u s t r a t e s  by an e a r t h l y  s t o r y  t o  convey 
a heavenly meaning. It i s  t h e  poin t  a t  which each 
of t hese  meets t h a t  is  important ,  It i s  t h e  f i r s t  
impression on the  hearer  t h a t  i s  t h e  poin t  of esm- 
parison.  Parables  a r e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  so  t h a t  every 
d e t a i l  can be t a lked  about.  However, t h e  preacher  
should ge t  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  po in t ,  For example: 

a .  Luke 8:4-$--the parable  of t h e  Sower, 
The poin t  of t h a t  parable  is  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  ways i n  
which ~ o d k  Word i s  heard,  The emphasis i s  not  on 
the  preaching but  on i t s  r e c e p t i v i t y .  Some people 
don ' t  hear  a t  a l l  and a r e  impervious t o  H i s  Word. 
For a theme, you could use: "Now Do You Hear The 
Word?" But you could g ive  t h e  impression t h a t  
wherever t h e  Ward is  preached, i t  is  heard i n  a l l  
four  ways i n  t h a t  place.  We can only say t h a t  i n  
t h e  world i t  i s  heard i n  one of four  ways, Do not  
say t h a t  some of t h e  congregation i s  hearing t h e  
Word a s  t h e  f i r s t  p i c t u r e ,  It means t h a t  we a r e  t o  
ask  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  quest ion.  ( I n s i g n i f i c a n t  i tems 
f o r  t h i s  parable would be t h e  t2me of t h e  season, 
what kind of seed, Qr what prepara t ion  of t h e  s o i l  
had been made.) The poin t  is  about g e t t i n g  t h e  
seed out  and how does i t  sprout .  

b e  Matthew 13~24--the t a r e s  among t h e  
wheat. T o  t h e  quest ion,  How d i d  they g e t  t h e r e ?  
we t a l k  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h i s  world. Then w e  
t a l k  about What i s  t h e  Lord going t o  do about i t? 

c ,  Matthew 13~31-- the  g r a i n  of m s t a r d  
seed ,  This  parable t a l k s  about t h e  growth af t h e  
church, 

d ,  Matthew 13:33--the leavened bread, 
Leaven i s  t h e  e f f e c t  of t he  Word i n  t h e  indiv idual .  
It a f f e c t s  t he  whole man. Through Chr i s t i ans ,  t h e  
Word has a wholesome e f f e c t  on t h e  r e s t  of soc ie ty .  
Aesop's Fables are good imagination and prepara t ion  
f o r  the  Parables  i n  order t o  see t h e  poin t  of compar- 
i s o n ,  

2 ,  Take the context i n t o  account,  
I n  Luke l5:4--the parable  of t h e ' l o s t  

sheep,  t he  f i r s t  t h ree  verses  of t h e  chapter  show 

t h a t  %he parable was spoken i n  answer t o  t h e  a t t i -  
tude of the Pharisees who co~nplained about ~ e s u s '  
ea t ing with s i n n e r s ,  The po in t  of the  parable  is 
the joy of those who repent ,  just as in the parable  
of the Prod iga l  Son. The context can he lp  a l o t  i n  
seeing the point. sf comparison, Luke 18 conta ins  
several p a r a b l e s  a b u t  prayer .  In verse one i t  is 
s t a t ed :  "And he spake a p a r a b l e  unto them t o  t h i s  
end, t h a t  men ought always to pray, and not  t o  
faint." Verse nine also: "And he spake t h i s  
parable  unto certain which t r u s t e d  I n  themselves 
t h a t  they were r ighteous ,  and despised others ."  
I n  t h i s  parable of the Pkhasisees and Publican,  a l l  
we a r e  t o  be concerned about i s  t h e  t w o  people and 
what they dids 

3 ,  Parables are not  to be made the  f i r s t  
source of doct r ine ,  They may only i l l . u s t r a t e  doc- 
t r i n e s  a l ready presented. When preaching on t h e  
parables ,  sne does not need a l o t  af other i l l u s -  
t r a t f s n s ,  The whsle text  i s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  and no 
o ther  i s  needed. The parables can show us how t o  
preach. A t  times we can set up ana logies  from them, 
but  we must be very careful i n  doing so. 

4 .  Parables are not a l l e g o r i e s .  Everything 
i n  a parable need not  have an e x p l i c i t  meaning. 
Parables are only the  sca f fo ld ing  f o r  t h e  preacher  
t o  get the  po in t  across, 

B. The structure of p a r a b l e s ,  

1. They are simple, The lessorb is  concen- 
t r a t e d  i n  one feature and everything else i s  back- 
ground, 

a ,  Luke 16~1-9--the parable  of t h e  
unjust steward, 

b. Luke 151-8--the parable  of t h e  Lost  
Sheep, 

2 ,  Chain parables ,  
These a r e  pa rab le s  of a series of pic- 

t u r e s  o r  acts  each complete i n  i tself  bu t  l i nked  
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t oge the r .  T3ach l i n k  h a s  its own po in t  of compari- 
son 

a, Matthe%r 18~23-35--the pa rab l e  of t h e  
~ ~ r m e r c i f  LIT Servant, 

b ,  Euke 15:11-32--the parable of the  
~ r o d i g a Z  Soq* 

3 .  Double parablese 
These are two parables of d i f f e r e n t  

i % l u s t r a t i s a s  bu t  t e ach ing  the  same l e s son ,  There 
i s  one p o i n t  o f  coarlparisoan fa+ bath pa rab l e s ,  
though each should be t r e a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  

-Luke 14~28-33--the parables Counting t h e  
C o s ~  an& che King Going t s  War, 

4 ,  T r i p l e  p a r a b l e s ,  
r p  1 ,nzse are three pa rab l e s  pu t  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  khe sane pa in t  s f  comparison, These have a 
good means f o r  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  p o i n t .  There is 
only one of these types  found i n  Luke 15  with t h e  
pa rab l e s  of the Lost Sheep, the L o s t  Coin, and the 
P r o d i g a l  Song 

%awevex, j u s t  because c e r t a i n  p a r a b l e s  
come one af ter  t h e  other, it does not  mean t h a t  they 
a l l  have k h e  same p o i n t  of cofn%>arison, 

f - 7  Cne miracles de n o t  p r e sen t  as b i g  a problem 
a s  $I?e parables do,  Here there can be n s  room f o r  
an al legoui-eal  o r  symbolic treatment of t h e  t e x t .  
Only t he  t r u p o l n g i c a l  a g p l i c a t i o n  is  ts be used, 
which speaks of the  permanent na tu re  of God and man 
and t h e i r  re la t io rash ip ,  With t h e  Centurion from 
Capernaum, w e  see the  $raciaus r e s p n n s e  t o  a cry of 
he lp  and the  compassionate n a t u r e  sf Christ ,  W e  a l s o  
see the na ture  sf the believer who knows what Go$ can 
do and i s  bun~ble, s e l f - e f f ac ing ,  and t r u s t i n g  b e f ~ r e  
h i s  Lord ,  &j, t oo  need t o  fo l l ow  i n  the same way as  
the Centur ion and f i t  ou r se lve s  i n t o  h i s  p ic tu re ,  
$his  tuopologicah method of a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  used on 

narrative texts and miracBes, l i k e  Abraham's 
pleasing f o r  Scdom, 

11.11 miracles have one central application: 
That God was 2x1 man--Jesus--through which Be mani- 
f e s t ed  I l i s  g l o r y ,  With the  r a i s i n g  of the dead,  
on ly  God cou ld  do t h a t .  1% a l s o  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  
there i s  l i f e  beyond death and i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  i s  
a r e s u r r e c t i o n  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  a l so ,  

With the h e a l i n g  of t h e  b l i n d  man of J e r i c h o ,  
we have a prohlenx where it was done, Mark l 0 : 4 6  and 
Matthew 20a19 bm~e Jesus  hea l ing  the  b l i n d  man as H e  
came out  from Jerieha,  but  Euke 1 8 ~ 3 5  h a s  J e s u s  
coming near  Jericho. There may have been t h r e e  
b l i nd  men hea led  there. By hea l ing  t h e  b l i n d  man 
t o  give him s i g h t ,  s o  a l s o  has He given u s  s ight--  
t h i s  is  the wrong a p p l i c a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  mi rac le ,  
the  f a i t h  of t h e  man w a s  the  important  t h ing ,  f o r  
i t  i s  f a i t h  tha t  saves, 

V,  Occasional Sermons and Addresses 

A, Church-related occasions, 
Occasional sermons d i f f e r  from t h e  r e g u l a r  

address. These are no t  the Sunday sermon, bu t  ser- 
mons f o r  Confirmation, I n s t a l l a t i o n ,  Dedica t ion ,  
Weddings, Funera l s ,  Conventions,  and p repa to ry  f o r  
Communion. They may a l s o  be. f e s t i v a l  sermons, f o r  
there i s  something extra there. Every Sunday i s  a 
minor Easter, Preachers must  be on f i r e  on these 
days a l s o  and cannot go f l a t .  The sermon is  pre- 
pa red  i n  the regular  way. You s tudy  the t e x t ,  f ocus  
the t r u t h s  co t h e  needs of t h e  people ,  and be t e x t u a l  
an2 pract ical .  I n  the  Occasional  Sermon, t h e  occa- 
t i o n  forms the  t h i r d  element f o r  whatever reason  t h e  
service i s  being g iven .  For example, t h e  Confirma- 
t i o n  sermon should involve  everyone i n  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n .  Thus w e  are t o  i n d i v i d u a l i z e  t h e  occasion,  
speak to the  occasion,  and be t e x t u a l ,  



t oge the r .  T3ach l i n k  h a s  its own po in t  of compari- 
son 

a, Matthe%r 18~23-35--the pa rab l e  of t h e  
~ ~ r m e r c i f  LIT Servant, 

b ,  Euke 15:11-32--the parable of the  
~ r o d i g a Z  Soq* 

3 .  Double parablese 
These are two parables of d i f f e r e n t  

i % l u s t r a t i s a s  bu t  t e ach ing  the  same l e s son ,  There 
i s  one p o i n t  o f  coarlparisoan fa+ bath pa rab l e s ,  
though each should be t r e a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  

-Luke 14~28-33--the parables Counting t h e  
C o s ~  an& che King Going t s  War, 

4 ,  T r i p l e  p a r a b l e s ,  
r p  1 ,nzse are three pa rab l e s  pu t  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  khe sane pa in t  s f  comparison, These have a 
good means f o r  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  p o i n t .  There is 
only one of these types  found i n  Luke 15  with t h e  
pa rab l e s  of the Lost Sheep, the L o s t  Coin, and the 
P r o d i g a l  Song 

%awevex, j u s t  because c e r t a i n  p a r a b l e s  
come one af ter  t h e  other, it does not  mean t h a t  they 
a l l  have k h e  same p o i n t  of cofn%>arison, 

f - 7  Cne miracles de n o t  p r e sen t  as b i g  a problem 
a s  $I?e parables do,  Here there can be n s  room f o r  
an al legoui-eal  o r  symbolic treatment of t h e  t e x t .  
Only t he  t r u p o l n g i c a l  a g p l i c a t i o n  is  ts be used, 
which speaks of the  permanent na tu re  of God and man 
and t h e i r  re la t io rash ip ,  With t h e  Centurion from 
Capernaum, w e  see the  $raciaus r e s p n n s e  t o  a cry of 
he lp  and the  compassionate n a t u r e  sf Christ ,  W e  a l s o  
see the na ture  sf the believer who knows what Go$ can 
do and i s  bun~ble, s e l f - e f f ac ing ,  and t r u s t i n g  b e f ~ r e  
h i s  Lord ,  &j, t oo  need t o  fo l l ow  i n  the same way as  
the Centur ion and f i t  ou r se lve s  i n t o  h i s  p ic tu re ,  
$his  tuopologicah method of a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  used on 

narrative texts and miracBes, l i k e  Abraham's 
pleasing f o r  Scdom, 

11.11 miracles have one central application: 
That God was 2x1 man--Jesus--through which Be mani- 
f e s t ed  I l i s  g l o r y ,  With the  r a i s i n g  of the dead,  
on ly  God cou ld  do t h a t .  1% a l s o  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  
there i s  l i f e  beyond death and i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  i s  
a r e s u r r e c t i o n  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  a l so ,  

With the h e a l i n g  of t h e  b l i n d  man of J e r i c h o ,  
we have a prohlenx where it was done, Mark l 0 : 4 6  and 
Matthew 20a19 bm~e Jesus  hea l ing  the  b l i n d  man as H e  
came out  from Jerieha,  but  Euke 1 8 ~ 3 5  h a s  J e s u s  
coming near  Jericho. There may have been t h r e e  
b l i nd  men hea led  there. By hea l ing  t h e  b l i n d  man 
t o  give him s i g h t ,  s o  a l s o  has He given u s  s ight--  
t h i s  is  the wrong a p p l i c a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  mi rac le ,  
the  f a i t h  of t h e  man w a s  the  important  t h ing ,  f o r  
i t  i s  f a i t h  tha t  saves, 

V,  Occasional Sermons and Addresses 

A, Church-related occasions, 
Occasional sermons d i f f e r  from t h e  r e g u l a r  

address. These are no t  the Sunday sermon, bu t  ser- 
mons f o r  Confirmation, I n s t a l l a t i o n ,  Dedica t ion ,  
Weddings, Funera l s ,  Conventions,  and p repa to ry  f o r  
Communion. They may a l s o  be. f e s t i v a l  sermons, f o r  
there i s  something extra there. Every Sunday i s  a 
minor Easter, Preachers must  be on f i r e  on these 
days a l s o  and cannot go f l a t .  The sermon is  pre- 
pa red  i n  the regular  way. You s tudy  the t e x t ,  f ocus  
the t r u t h s  co t h e  needs of t h e  people ,  and be t e x t u a l  
an2 pract ical .  I n  the  Occasional  Sermon, t h e  occa- 
t i o n  forms the  t h i r d  element f o r  whatever reason  t h e  
service i s  being g iven .  For example, t h e  Confirma- 
t i o n  sermon should involve  everyone i n  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n .  Thus w e  are t o  i n d i v i d u a l i z e  t h e  occasion,  
speak to the  occasion,  and be t e x t u a l ,  



B ,  Wedding texts:  Ruth P:l6-17, Genesis 24 :58 ,  
I Timothy 4:8, P s a l m  227:P, Joshua 2 4 : 1 5 ,  John 95:5, 
Song of Solomon. It i s  hard t o  reach people during 
a  wedding, The couple is  sa o f t e n  d i s t r a c t e d  t h a t  
they must be l e a d  to l i s t e n ,  But t h e  address must 
a l s o  be b r i e f ,  

6 ,  Funeral Sermons, 
The t e x t  and message w i l l  be determined by 

the  character sf t h e  funeral:  

1, Condition s f  t h e  deceased, 
a ,  Age 
b.  The l i f e  he lead .  Was i t  exemplary, 

a reclaniation t o  f a i t h ,  marginal, o r  q u i e t .  The 
hardest  funera l  i s  t h e  s t rong member of t h e  church. 
Mere w e  must present t h e  grace  sf God. Another hard 
one i s  the  o l d e r  Chr i s t i an  who l i v e d  a  s teady life-- 
what does one say? Often t h e  sermon may be t h e  same 
message, bu t  each person i s  s t i l l  d i f f e r e n t .  We 
need t o  f a l l  back on the  comments which the  person 
had made. There should h e  something i n  t h e  person 's  
L i f e  which makes him d is t inc t ive  and d i f f e r e n t .  We 
must no t  speak of the dead person as i f  they were not 
human. Use the examples f r o n  t h e  person 's  l i f e  to '  
instruct the l i v i n g ,  no t  t o  eulogize t h e  dead. Know 
the  person *om you bury a r ~ d  do not t r y  t o  h ide  t h i n g s  
i n  that gerssnes l i f e ,  

c, The kind of death he d i e d .  The de- 
ceased could have been a i l i n g  af ter  l i v i n g  a  good 
l i f e .  H e  could have been k i l l e d  o r  d i e d  as a  youth. 
It could be a case of an exemplary death o r  a ques- 
t i onab le  one, 

2, The kind of audience. Think of the  rela- 
t ionsh ip  of t he  person i n  the  community o r  i n  busi- 
ness. Often many unehtirched people w i l l  be t he re .  
Then the  fune ra l  sermon is  a mission sermon. Pt 
should be self-evident t h a t  t h i s  is  not  the  p l ace  
t o  "sock. it t o  chem." You want t o  w i n  them t o  t h e  
Gospel, to give them comfort, hope, and t e s t i f y  t o  
t h e  f a i t h ,  

3 ,  Season sf the year .  We must not  ever  
say t h a t  i t  is  too bad ts s p o i l  one 's  Christmas 
with a fune ra l ,  W e  should show t h a t  because t h e r e  
i s  a Christmas, t h e r e  i s  hope f o r  s inne r s .  This  is  
the  same f o r  Easter. W e  cannot separate t h e  message 
from t h e  f e s t i v a l s .  Make t h e  people f e e l  t h a t  they 
need Christmas and thereby make t h e  Gospel b r i g h t e r .  
Each sermon w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t  i f  you pay a t t e n t i o n  
t o  these  th ings ,  

4 ,  DO'S and don'ts. 
a .  Funeral sermons should be s h o r t .  

F i f t e e n  minutea i s  f i n e ,  We a r e  t o  preach t o  t h e  
l i v i n g  and not  preach about t h e  dead. 

b e  Be careful  about t h e  language i n  t h e  
address .  Avoid harsh ,  i r r i t a t i n g  Language, which 
should be done f o r  a l l  sermons. 

c .  The personal  element, It must f i t  
t h a t  person and not  o the r  people, 

d.  It i s  not  our duty t o  eu logize  t h e  
dead, W e  are to comfort, exhort ,  and admonish. 
The l i s t e n e r s  know about t h e  good th ings .  

e ,  Do not  use nuch out  of t h e i r  l i v e s  
t o  show t h a t  they were Chr i s t i ans .  

f a  The pas to r  cannot be sad.  He is t o  
i n j e c t  t h e  warmth of t h e  Gospel hope i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  
Preach t o  them. If we be l i eve  i n  the Bible,  we have 
something t o  give them. This  i s  t h e  supreme t e s t ,  
f o r  i f  our f a i t h  does not  s tand  up a t  death,  then we 
must $brow it  away. W e  a r e  t o  show t h a t  our f a i t h  
and hope does stand the test. The consc ient ious  
layman Chr i s t i an  can have much comfort i n  t h i s  t ry-  
ing  time. I f  a person does not  be l i eve  i n  t h e  hope, 
he w i l l  break down, 

5, Ing red ien t s  of a  Funeral  Sermon. 
a. Sin,  If i t  were not  f o r  s i n ,  t h e r e  

would be no fune ra l .  This  may be mentioned i n  pass- 
ing.  We should t a l k  about t h e  consequence of s i n .  
But t h e  emphasis i s  on t h e  forg iveness  of s i n .  I n  
one sermon, the  emphasis can be on t h e  doc t r ine  of 
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i n j e c t  t h e  warmth of t h e  Gospel hope i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  
Preach t o  them. If we be l i eve  i n  the Bible,  we have 
something t o  give them. This  i s  t h e  supreme t e s t ,  
f o r  i f  our f a i t h  does not  s tand  up a t  death,  then we 
must $brow it  away. W e  a r e  t o  show t h a t  our f a i t h  
and hope does stand the test. The consc ient ious  
layman Chr i s t i an  can have much comfort i n  t h i s  t ry-  
ing  time. I f  a person does not  be l i eve  i n  t h e  hope, 
he w i l l  break down, 

5, Ing red ien t s  of a  Funeral  Sermon. 
a. Sin,  If i t  were not  f o r  s i n ,  t h e r e  

would be no fune ra l .  This  may be mentioned i n  pass- 
ing.  We should t a l k  about t h e  consequence of s i n .  
But t h e  emphasis i s  on t h e  forg iveness  of s i n .  I n  
one sermon, the  emphasis can be on t h e  doc t r ine  of 



s in ,  while  ansther t i m e  one can spend t i m e  on the 
resurrect i a n ,  

b ,  Tempoxal l o s s ,  T h i s  may be mentioned. 
We must talk about  the  pro-~idenee o f  God, T b i s  
should end on the no te  t h a t  we a%% are t o  prepare 
f o r  our  end as  well, 

c ,  B e  careful about your de l ivery .  Be 
subdued without being a r t i f i c i a l ,  Xt i s  as if we 
are having a heart t o  heart talk: with the family. 
Address the  eyes  t o  the  mourners, Many a church 
has dug i t s  o'ikm grave by the  funera l  sermons preached 
the re ,  We have sonething t o  say and it m t a s t  come out  
a t  funerals-  It  may pay o f f ,  

d ,  It. i s  not a good p r a c t i c e  $0 read t h e  
o b i t u a r y  before  the  sermon, It i s  a paor time t o  
remind them once again  of t h e i r  g r i e f  before you 
want tkem to l i s t e n *  The ob i tua ry  could be p r i n t e d  
i n  t h e  b u l l e t i n  and not  read ,  

e, Viewing the remains o f  t he  deceased 
a f te r  t h e  service i s  ou t  now, 

f, Funeral texts:  Js%ln 11:25, 1 Corin- 
t h i s n s  :5:20-22, P s a l m  go:%-7, Romans 8~35-39,  
fP%nilippJ.ans X:21-24, Psalm l16:7, Job 1 9 ~ 2 5 ,  EI Tim- 
othy 4 ~ 6 - - 8 ,  E;c;cl.esiastes 7:1, Jab  %:21. T h e  hymns 
ehsesr m u s t  'be good a l s o ,  Hust psreach t h e  Gospel. 

B,  Confessional address, 
Aere the p a s t o r  is speaking to those going 

t o  csnmu~-~ion, En Europe  i t  was delivered t h e  day 
before communion was given, Content of address: 
One can s t i l l  have a r egu la r  sermon and y e t  be 
largely confessional. This  address g ives  much a t t en -  
t i o n  t o  the law, Po in t  k o  weaknesses i n  church 
attendance, can t r ibu t ions ,  ete ,  We want t o  make 
people  aware of their  l a x i t y *  But the address cannot 
end on a l a w  note,  It mst be evangelical, We need 
t o  ope3 their eyes t o  s i n .  De, not  Label &he people 
as I.mdiffe-srent o r  malicious, f o r  they  may n o t  t h ink  
some s f  the th ings  which $hey do are moag,  The 
people  must have f u l l  forg iveness  assured thkm before 

they come t o  the Lord's Supper, Remember t h a t  
people do not  have t h e  pa t ienee  to sit f o r  a 
long address ,  

Ee Cornunion Sermon, 
The major a t t e n t i o n  i s  on Cornunion. Think 

of a l l  t h e  ques t ions  which t h e  Catechism p resen t s  
and speak to them. Maunday Thursday and t h e  f i r s t  
Sunday after  Confirmation a r e  good t i n e s  t o  preach 
on t h i s  t o p i c ,  The purpose of t h e  sermon is t o  
i n v i t e  t h e  people t o  come t o  t h e  L o r d ' s  Table,  not  
t o  sca re  tkem away, The ques t ions  i n  t h e  Catechism 
a r e  good and you can go through them one a t  a time 
i n  a sermon, 

P, Confirmation address, 
It is s t range  t h a t  Confirmation i s  both 

pra ised  and degraded, Some say t h a t  we make too  
much of i t ,  It is not  j u s t  the renewing sf  t h e  
b a p t i s m 1  vow, D e  not  throw it cut. \&at is  t h e  
aim? To welcaae them to the  fe l lawship  of Comun- . 

ion. It marks t h e  end s f  formal i n s t r u c t i o n ,  but  
not  t h e  end s f  l ea rn ing ,  They know enough t o  ex- 
amine themselves and we hope they w i l l  cont inue t o  
grow, I&at about t h e  l a w  i n  t h i s  sermon? They 
should already have l ea rned  it in. c l a s s ,  Encourage 
them i n  what they have learned ,  The Saw then is  
low-key* For t h e  congregation, i t  is  d i f f e r e n t .  
If t h e  parents  are concerned about t h e i r  ch i ld ren  
t h e r e  is no problem, But i f  t h e r e  are those who 
have ns t  helped the new confirmand, we must come 
with the  law, The mateer of example comes i n  h e r e  
so  t h a t  the  parents  do no t  undo t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  
which they have j u s t  rece ived ,  Confirmation is a l s o  
t h e  r ea f f i rma t ion  of one ' s  l o y a l t y  t o  Chr i s t .  It i s  
a good reminder and review f o r  t h e  nen~bers of t h e  
congregation, Therefore the Confirmation sermon 
w i l l  be a p o s i t i v e  one as t h e  B i b l e  says: " ~ e  f a i t h -  
f u l  unto death and I w i l l  g ive  you a crown of l i f e . "  
Revelat ions 2:10. 
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We do not convert anyone, We can g e t  l a z y  
in our  preaching and think t h a t  so bong as it is 
the  E ~ s p e l ,  the Holy S p i r i t  can work, This  w i l l  
hinder E i s  w~rk, 

1, N s t  studying and supplying the  s p i r i t u a l  
needs o.f the people, Our goa l  and work i s  t o  supply 
t h e  needs s f  tha t  ind iv idua l  congregation, I f  you 
do not ,  how i s  the Holy S p i r i t  gsing to tqsrk? You 
cannot use other  sermons f o r  ans ther  congregation. 

2, By not  givirlg due time and a t t e n t i o n  
fox- t h e  p repa ra t ion  s f  sermons, Pasesrs  a r e  on t h e  
road f o r  meetings, cal$s, e t c , ,  ss they o f t e n  c u t  
t h e i r  ser-iaon prepara t ion ,  Such prepara t ion  is  not  
a l l  wasked on Sunday, It w i l l  pay dividends f o r  
your ea%%s, The s tudy  w i l l  broaden you. D o  no t  
apologize  f o r  t h e  t i m e  used in studying f o r  sermons, 

3*  By not. c lear ly  present ing  the  sub jec t  
mattex o f  k&s t e x t ,  

4 ,  P s ~ r  del ivery ,  One can become l a z y  at 
de l tve ry ,  I f  one reads the  sermon, it  does no t  
sound l i k e  It is  coming from hime 

5 ,  By not  p1:acticing what he preaches, 
F I The l i f e  a% a preacher is more impartant than a l l  
his  ehqrae-race,*' -Augustine. We are a l l  tempted i n  
our lives, If the Devil cannot g e t  u s  f o r  heresy,  
he w i l l .  g e t  you For liv$ng an ungodly l i f e ,  
Lugher: "Wk.et you do speaks se, Laad, I cannot hear  
wE1at you 88~2" 

VIEP, ,"&Sermones Dormi ~ e c u r e * "  
These are sermons whish t e l l  the  hearers t o  

"sleep w e l l , "  Po not r e l y  sn ameone else t o  w r l t e  
your sermons, Thew yasm wang& have confidence i n  
yourselgf, 

EX, Length sf Sermon. 

Forty-five-minute sermons a r e  too long,  The 
average person has a s h o r t  a t t e n t i o n  span, Most 
people do not  read o r  t a l k  nuch and a r e  used t o  
noise  i n  the background, Therefore i t  i s  easy f o r  
them to t u r n  o f f  t h e i r  ears o r  tune you out .  Usually 
t h e  sermon should be about twenty minutes long. 

A* The P u l p i t  sequence: 

I. For t h e  r egu la r  s e rv ice ,  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  
i n  t h e  p u l p i t  t h e r e  is  t h e  excorde prayer ;  t h e  
fbgostolkc Greeting; t h e  reading of t h e  t e x t  (do not  
say "is found," but  "is recorded"); then  his is 
Thy Word, Heavenly Father ,  l ead  u s  i n t o  Thy t r u t h ,  
Thy word is truth" (John 17: 17) ; t h e  Salutat ion--  
l i k e  "Fes t iva l  worshippers,  In C h r i s t ' s  name, 
Dear fellow-redeemed but  not   ear Chr i s t  ban 
friellds" -- every speaker g r e e t s  his audience; t h e  
in t roduc t ion  and body; t h e  Glo r i a  i s  a t  t h e  end of 
the  sermon, 

2 .  For t h e  f e s t i -va l  service, f i r s t  is  t h e  
opening prayer ;  t h e  Apostol ic  Greeting; the  Exhor- 
tium; the fest ival  hymn; the t ex t ;  t h e  s a l u t a t i o n ;  
and the sermon, 

B, The p r i n t e d  sermon. 

A seRmon which sounds gasd t o  t h e  e a r ,  
often sounds d u l l  when i t  i s  read. I f  one knows 
the  preacher, then one can imagine how he i s  saying 
it. Without that knowledge t h e r e  i s  something 
lacking  i n  the  sermon. Not a l l  sermons look good 
when read. Personal  comunica t ion  i s  needed. 
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CLERGY DIVORCES* 

b y  

Rev. Hugo Handberg 

If you w i l l  accept a f l e x i b l e ,  wide-ranging use  
of t h e  word "clergy,"  then Z shall illustrate t h i s  
phenomenon a s  i t  shows f o r t h  i z s  new face, Some of 
t h e  c le rgy  peopl-e are women; ssraa af t he  men have 
had l i t t l e  or no seminary %ral,ning; and a couple of 
my i l l u s t r a t i o n s  are no t  from recen t  days ,  

F lagrant  examples from yea9-s ago were those of 
Aimee Semple McPherson and h e r  divorce from Leroy 
Jenkins, and the  c a r e f u l l y  guarded divorce of thk 

Spending agenda time delving i n t o  t h e  mat te r  l a t e  Kathryn Uhlman, t e l e v i s i o n  fai th-healer ,  
of m i n i s t e r i a l  d ivorce  might seem a squandering of from Burroughs Waltr ip,  who had first divorced h i s  
our t r a v e l  c o s t s  t o  g e t  here ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  unneces- wife and l e f t  two ch i ld ren  i n  1938 t o  marry Kuhlman. 
s a ry  busy-work. Unlike l a r g e r  synods, our synod Her marriage t o  Wal t r ip  wrecked her once-booming 
has  almost no one on i t s  c lergy  r o s t e r  who has Denver Revival Tabernacle,  
been divorced. Thus we could dismiss  t h e  mat te r  
a s  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  ourse lves  and then, i f  by chance 
need requi red ,  r e f e r  one another  t o  t h e  v a s t  l i t e r -  
a t u r e  on divorce-in-general and l e t  i t  go a t  t h a t .  

L i t e r a t u r e  on m i n i s t e r i a l  divorce is  next  t o  
non-existent.  The chief  reason is  t h a t ,  u n t i l  
r ecen t ly ,  t h e  phenomenon was r a r e .  Where it  d id  
occur,  i t  was handled i n  hush-hush fash ion  because 
of i t s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  working harm i n  congregations 
and a s  an admit tedly poor example t o  s e t  i n  f r o n t  
of young people. ~ u t ,  bre thren ,  a l l  of that is  
changing: Ed i to r s  and pub l i she r s  a r e  br inging  t h e  
matter  out  of church board-room c l o s e t s ,  t h e  l i t e r -  
a t u r e  i s  increas ing ,  and t h e  c u l p r i t s  who were once 
defrocked, a s  they say, now continue t o  serve i n  
the  congregations where t h e  marriages were disso lved  
and a r e  winning sometimes complete support from 
those sympathetic congregations. ( W e  ha s t en  t o  
poin t  out  t h a t  t hese  rrends might be more a commen- 
t a r y  on our t o l e r a n t  t imes than upon t h e  new open- 
ness  of m i n i s t e r i a l  divorce:) 

Asa Alanzo Allen,  knom as A ,  A, Allen, w a s  a 
fa i th-hea ler  who operated out of Miracle Valley, 
Arizona, and w a s  found dead i n  a San Francisco 
h o t e l  room o f  acute alcoholism i n  1970- I n  h i s  
divorce suit aga ins t  h i s  wife,  Lexie, who had 
twice f i l e d  insan i ty  proceedings agains t  him, he  
charged her with c r u e l t y  and sought an i n j u n c t i o n  
t o  prevent her  from ever again t r y i n g  t o  commit 
him t o  an i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

Viewers of the  Oral Roberts  r e l i g i o u s  t e l e -  
v i s i o n  programs were s u r p r i s e d  i n  1977  when P a t t i ,  
h a l f  of the  fea tured  s inging  team of Richard and 
P a t t i  Roberts ,  no longer appeared i n  Oral's pro- 
duct ions.  It was because she could no longer  
enduse the s t r a i n e d  re la t ions  beeween herself and 
t h e  man who was being g ~ o ~ m e d  t o  succeed h i s  
f a t h e r ,  her husband, Oral Roberts '  son, Richard. 
Early i n  1979 P a t t i  and Richard were divorced.  

A f a m i l i a r  page i n  r e l i g i o u s  magazines, such 
a s  CBIQISTPhT%%Y TODAY, used t o  show malnour%shed 
and abandoned chi ldren  i n  Korea and Vietnam, 
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CLERGY DIVORCES* 

b y  

Rev. Hugo Handberg 
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Sponsor of the  page was a group known as WORLD 
VISION, and the  ene rge t i c  adminis t ra tor  of World 
Vision, who so t e l l i n g l y  appealed on behalf of t h e  
group f o r  funds o r  f o r  adoptive parents ,  was an 
evange l i s t  by the  name of Bob P ie rce ,  Widely known 
and respected i n  the  h ighes t  Reformed and evange- 
l i s t i c  c i r c l e s ,  Bob P ie rce  was c lose  f r i e n d  of 
B i l l y  Graham and had received honors from South 
Korea's Pres ident  Syngman Rhee and our own Pres i -  
dent  Eisenhower. Yet t h i r t e e n  years  ago t h i s  
month (Sept,  1990) Bob P ie rce  took h i s  wife to 
cour t  and i n s t i t u t e d  a l e g a l  separa t ion ,  Lorraine 
P ie rce  refused t o  grant  t h i s  driven man a divorce 
f o r  e i g h t  more years  u n t i l  h i s  death from leukemia 
i n  1998,  P a r t  of the  des t ruc t ion  l e f t  i n  t h e  wake 
of e h i s  breakup was the  su ic ide  of a twenty-seven- 
year-old daughter.  

But divorce i s  not  an occupational hazard 
today only f o r  those whom t e l e v i s i o n  has made wel l  
known, o r  f o r  an occasional  member of an e v a n g e l i s t i c  
j e t - s e t  who f l i t s  from cont inent  ts cont inent  con- 
duct ing crusades. Divorce has  made inroads today 
i n t o  the  l i v e s  of ordinary min i s t e r s ,  men serv ing  
ordinary,  average-sized P ro tes t an t  congregations 
ac ross  our land.  Considerable evidence i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  divorce has not  spared Lutheran parsonages. 
It has  l e f t  i t s  d e s t r u c t i v e  mark upon the marriages 
and fami l i e s  of a growing number of Lutheran minis- 
t e r s ,  and consequently upon an inc rewing  number o f  

stunned and divided Lutheran congregations, 

I cannot fo rge t  a scene t h a t  took place i n  my 
l ivingroom al ready twenty-five years  ago. We had 
joined 'house gues t s  i n  watching t h e  evening news 
a t  t e n  o'clock. One of t h e  gues ts ,  a woman, was a 
former member of a Lutheran church i n  a c i t y  s e v e r a l  
hundred mi les  away. The newscaster had bare ly  been 
introduced and begun h i s  r epor t  when the  woman, 

peering a t  the screen, sa id ,  "Why, t h a t ' s  John Doe! 
Me ran o f f  with our m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e :  And h i s  wife 
m a r r i e d  our minister:" 

The 35-year-old assistant pas to r  of a Lutheran 
congregation net  Ear from my o m  was divorced i n  
another s ta teeo  A member s f  the  congregation he 
serves  now, whose judgment I respect, r ecen t ly  spoke 
highly of k i ~  and pra ised  h i s  work i n  t h e  congrega- 
t ion ,  The minister has remarried, H i s  former wife 
kept t h e i r  daughter;  he and h i s  new w i f e  kept  h i s  
eleven-year-old son, 

Perhaps you know t h a t  a married Lutheran min- 
i s t e r  near one of our  Minnesota congregations r an  
off  with another woman, The congregation was so  
devastated t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  o f  h i s  synod se r ious ly  
considered abandoning a l l  work i n  t h a t  pa r i sh .  

A 51-year-s%d minister was one of t h r e e  pas to r s  
of a Lutheran congregation, Divorced l a s t  Christmas, 
he w a s  removed fram eke c lergy  roster by synodical 
o f f i c f a % s ,  H i s  w i f e ,  granted a dwelling p lace  by 
the  sympathetic csngregat isn,  f i n a l l y  moved out  of 
the  parsonage j u s t  a month-and-a-half ago, Refus- 
ing to accept o r  l a y  blame, t h i s  Lutheran pas to r  
said,  i n  part, i n  h i s  l e t t e r  of r e s igna t ion  t o  h i s  
congregation of 1600 souls:  

"When P filed f o r  divorce i n  November, 
not on ly  d id  t h i s  s igna l  the  end of a marriage, 
hue i t  a l s o  meant that t h e r e  would have t o  be 
a r e s igna t ion  from the  minis t ry .  It i s  my con- 
t e n t i o n  that the marriage had f a i l e d  f o r  a 
number of years, and, placing f a u l t  o r  blame 
serves no purpose,  News of t h i s  na ture  is  not  
supposed t o  come from those who teach and 
counsel hathers," 



Sponsor of the  page was a group known as WORLD 
VISION, and the  ene rge t i c  adminis t ra tor  of World 
Vision, who so t e l l i n g l y  appealed on behalf of t h e  
group f o r  funds o r  f o r  adoptive parents ,  was an 
evange l i s t  by the  name of Bob P ie rce ,  Widely known 
and respected i n  the  h ighes t  Reformed and evange- 
l i s t i c  c i r c l e s ,  Bob P ie rce  was c lose  f r i e n d  of 
B i l l y  Graham and had received honors from South 
Korea's Pres ident  Syngman Rhee and our own Pres i -  
dent  Eisenhower. Yet t h i r t e e n  years  ago t h i s  
month (Sept,  1990) Bob P ie rce  took h i s  wife to 
cour t  and i n s t i t u t e d  a l e g a l  separa t ion ,  Lorraine 
P ie rce  refused t o  grant  t h i s  driven man a divorce 
f o r  e i g h t  more years  u n t i l  h i s  death from leukemia 
i n  1998,  P a r t  of the  des t ruc t ion  l e f t  i n  t h e  wake 
of e h i s  breakup was the  su ic ide  of a twenty-seven- 
year-old daughter.  

But divorce i s  not  an occupational hazard 
today only f o r  those whom t e l e v i s i o n  has made wel l  
known, o r  f o r  an occasional  member of an e v a n g e l i s t i c  
j e t - s e t  who f l i t s  from cont inent  ts cont inent  con- 
duct ing crusades. Divorce has  made inroads today 
i n t o  the  l i v e s  of ordinary min i s t e r s ,  men serv ing  
ordinary,  average-sized P ro tes t an t  congregations 
ac ross  our land.  Considerable evidence i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  divorce has not  spared Lutheran parsonages. 
It has  l e f t  i t s  d e s t r u c t i v e  mark upon the marriages 
and fami l i e s  of a growing number of Lutheran minis- 
t e r s ,  and consequently upon an inc rewing  number o f  

stunned and divided Lutheran congregations, 

I cannot fo rge t  a scene t h a t  took place i n  my 
l ivingroom al ready twenty-five years  ago. We had 
joined 'house gues t s  i n  watching t h e  evening news 
a t  t e n  o'clock. One of t h e  gues ts ,  a woman, was a 
former member of a Lutheran church i n  a c i t y  s e v e r a l  
hundred mi les  away. The newscaster had bare ly  been 
introduced and begun h i s  r epor t  when the  woman, 

peering a t  the screen, sa id ,  "Why, t h a t ' s  John Doe! 
Me ran o f f  with our m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e :  And h i s  wife 
m a r r i e d  our minister:" 

The 35-year-old assistant pas to r  of a Lutheran 
congregation net  Ear from my o m  was divorced i n  
another s ta teeo  A member s f  the  congregation he 
serves  now, whose judgment I respect, r ecen t ly  spoke 
highly of k i ~  and pra ised  h i s  work i n  t h e  congrega- 
t ion ,  The minister has remarried, H i s  former wife 
kept t h e i r  daughter;  he and h i s  new w i f e  kept  h i s  
eleven-year-old son, 

Perhaps you know t h a t  a married Lutheran min- 
i s t e r  near one of our  Minnesota congregations r an  
off  with another woman, The congregation was so  
devastated t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  o f  h i s  synod se r ious ly  
considered abandoning a l l  work i n  t h a t  pa r i sh .  

A 51-year-s%d minister was one of t h r e e  pas to r s  
of a Lutheran congregation, Divorced l a s t  Christmas, 
he w a s  removed fram eke c lergy  roster by synodical 
o f f i c f a % s ,  H i s  w i f e ,  granted a dwelling p lace  by 
the  sympathetic csngregat isn,  f i n a l l y  moved out  of 
the  parsonage j u s t  a month-and-a-half ago, Refus- 
ing to accept o r  l a y  blame, t h i s  Lutheran pas to r  
said,  i n  part, i n  h i s  l e t t e r  of r e s igna t ion  t o  h i s  
congregation of 1600 souls:  

"When P filed f o r  divorce i n  November, 
not on ly  d id  t h i s  s igna l  the  end of a marriage, 
hue i t  a l s o  meant that t h e r e  would have t o  be 
a r e s igna t ion  from the  minis t ry .  It i s  my con- 
t e n t i o n  that the marriage had f a i l e d  f o r  a 
number of years, and, placing f a u l t  o r  blame 
serves no purpose,  News of t h i s  na ture  is  not  
supposed t o  come from those who teach and 
counsel hathers," 



A ~,th,- t . a c K 8 ~  C ~ ~ T I $ ~ - E . C X  CLT  he West Coacc, a man 
in h i s  ~ b I . ~ t i ~ s  szrvisag a cong~eg.aticsn of 808 mem- 
be r s ,  spe-sahc ~mnch t 4 - i ~ ~  sGrvxng as 2 counselor  f o r  
prof~sslonar"d a"k1e t . e~~  R ~ E  w i f e  Ief t him, he 
r e s ig r~ed ,  lptes n-rzirr%eci h i s  secretary, 

The L c i f ~  ci zs LCA couple ,  marr ied before  t h e  
husbanci's graduation from serrinary, w a s  t he  daughter 
s f  a miniscs-, 2he had seen her fa ther ' s  over- 
a t t e n t i o n  t , ~  I l i s  work and, once her husband was out  
of the  se:~~iiiar> and serving a Montana pa r i sh ,  began 
t o  see the s~ir :z  er:~ioc$or-al abaandonxnnent from he r  hus- 
band t ha t  hem ri~sthcu i43$ kn~~irn  from her fa ther ,  
She separ 3teC i r o x  her i:uwband, ~nter2d counseling 
wich a C h r i s e i a n  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  t r i ed  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
bu t  unsuccessfu3-ly,  f i n a l l y  divorced,  She l a t e r  
m a r r i e d  anoi:he;: nan, The former husband became 
assistant yaseclr of a large rargan congregation, now 
serves st-i l ;  ~ f i o t h e r  csngregat ion,  both i n  the  
Midwese, He has not remarried, 

An AL;~ i r i l l~~a~iler  in Ibis fortiesg with five 
chl"_>$re..a, i.crvzd a tt;r-:?;aLI tj'iinnesoza church, H i s  
wife, P g_;'~e:i pcaxr. ;ti, served n ~ c c e s s f u l l y  as a . 
d a  k t -  i wr iiei-,  s and s k i l l e d  
homc~:zkcr, ? i t  cc~lrras ' i ,  h i s  owr; rn in i se -y  was un- 
s~~cces s?u I  . $33 ;:i3, fL ;~ res  eozpared to Ms wff e ' s  
succes:,?.: i,testeC a sitLl:;til"in tE::zt wzs more than he 
could k,al,? , .: . Fe ha.$ an a l f  air, b e  azid h i s  wf f e 
divorced, r,:z, 32 -;.,r,;rrLed shortly thereafter.  
m l he  giS'tc>'l .i.(r.'L i ~ : 3 :  W i i 2  b:au%ht school f a r  seve ra l  
years, i::~en m-3.xzi63 FL 1,utheran mizister, a widower 
olden t9an ;I  ar -lelf. Today each is a,sztive i n  h i s  
and 5.~7' CI.S'~\. @i?;rgxcgatio-ja, 

A Scr#t'b:e::.n :el-!+ P s r n i a  Lutheran minister i n  h i s  
f i f t i e s  was ~:ibt?rczii 'uir h i s  w i f e .  No t h i r d  pa r ty  - was involve::. 81-1 Li- . ; t  !!is congregation, Eater  
remsrrirt;, + *>day ..:-Q s h o s p i t a l  adminis t ra tor  who 

occasisnaPBy does supply preaching, H i s  congre- - 
gat ion  apparently w a s  unscathed by t h e  episode. 

A 35-year-old Lutheran, again i n  Southern Cali-  
fo rn ia ,  serving about 250 people, was "defrocked" 
following h i s  divorce.  H e  had enjoyed the  love  and 
respect  s f  t h e  young people i n  h i s  congregation. 
The youth were g r e a t l y  a f f ee ted  and d i s i l l u s i o n e d  
by h i s  divorce and subsequent expulsion. Adults 
i n  the  congregation refused t o  have him continue 
a s  pas tor .  M e  later went i n t o  fund r a i s i n g ,  today 
i s  a stock broker,  

A s i n g l e  man i n  h i s  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  whom I 
assume t o  be Lutheran, was serving i n  h i s  f i r s t  
pa r i sh ,  A yaung g i r l ,  with a husband i n  t h e  m i l i -  
t a ry ,  came t o  t h i s  b a d e l o r  pas to r  for counseling. 
The upshot w a s  that she divorced he r  husband and 
married t h e  pastor! H e  had t o  leave  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n  bu t  later re turned to t h e  same a rea  t o  serve 
another parish.  My information i s  t h i s :  "The 
members have p r ~ b l e s ~ b s ~  and t h e  church i s  not  th r iv -  
ing. Same feel he should not have returned t o  t h i s  
a rea ,  '' 

Then t h e r e ' s  the sad ease  of the Missouri Synod 
pas tor ,  then in h i s  mid-fort ies ,  who was forced of f  
the c lergy  roster s f  h i s  synod, Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e i r  
marriage, h i s  w i f e  informed him t h a t  she thought 
sexual  r e l a t i ons  were degrading and unnecessary f o r  
a "purezs r e l a t ionsh ip .  They had separa te  rooms and 
l ived i n  a b ro the r - s i s t e r  arrangeaent  f o r  almost 
15  years ,  Me served a conservat ive urban congrega- 
t i o n  of 300 sou l s  where divorce f o r  any reason was 
unacceptable, Af ter  h i s  forced res ignat ion ,  he 
accepted a ca l l  t o  an LCA congregation of 500 sou l s  
i n  another c i t y  and has served t h e r e  f o r  t h e  pas t  
15 years ,  Within two years of his divorce,  he 
m a r r i e d  a member s f  that congregation, a widow with 
three ch i ld ren ,  
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Ar to tkez  coz&;-srgation of 206 mexbere was suppor- 
t i v e  zsf i t s  p a ~ t s r  and urged hfn  ts remain with 
them foldowing his divorce,  H i s  w i f e  had been 
f r u s t r a t e d  b y  hcr i l l a b i l i t y  to "live her own image" 
of what pzstor's w i f e  should be, She filed for 
the disso%s;ion sf ehe  marriage, then married 
a n o t l ~ e r  man within a month of the f i n a l  decree. 
The paseor t h o u g h t  it Pest that he accept anether 
c a l l  and has s ince  remarried, 

Le; these exaiekg~les su f f i c e  t o  show you the tip 
s f  the  i c ~ b e r g ,  

A man by the  name of Andre Bustanoby nine years 
ago wrote an a r t i c l e  in CHRISTZmITP TODAY called 
THE PASTOR THE OTHER WO Five years earlier 
one of h i s  former seminary prafessars had told him: 

"1 know personally of twenty-nine alumni 
1g2lfpse marriages are an the rocks because of 
affairs w i t h  wwomerl i n  their churches, and 
California heads the list of t r o u b l e  spots." 

pu7b wrirer then stated things that you yourself 
heard in your om. seminary days. H e  said: 

8 3  Bvery 7 pastoral ministry c~urse in semi- 
nary i nc ludes  a lecture on the pas to r ' s  rela- 
txions 1 ~ 2 t h  women in the ssE~ureh, He is In- 
struceed not to touch them, co t  to visit 
them at home unless accompanied by his wife 
a r  aanther suitable person, never to csunsel 
:A woman p r i v a t e l y  wi th  h i s  s tudy  door closed, 
But one dimension sf the  problem has not 
been adequately considered. It is the pas- 
tor's need f o r  what t he  o ther  woman has to -- - 
of fe r . "  (Aug. 20, ' 7 4 ,  1273) 

Then he goes on t o  describe three t y p e s  of un- 
stable  persons, ministers a l l ,  who are suscep t ib l e  
t o  ocher-sex misbehavisr, 

The f f r ~ ! . .  i s  Che m a n  with the i n f l a t e d  ego, 
the man iwipxessed w i t h  h i s  o ~ m  competence and 
attractiveness and anxious to 3-mpress o the r s  with 
the same! Be e a s i l y  gets himself involved in an 
interpersonaIk "push-pull" game w i t h  ehe women of 
h i s  pa r i sh .  Ec "pt~shes" the  maessage "I 'm wonder- 
ful," and 'chis belaavior on hi s p a r t  "pu%$s" depend- 
ence and a&~a%iratHon from others, particularly 
women. Agabn, listen ts the  a r t i c l e :  

"Mere i s  a man who needs Qa be t o l d  he 
-js 8"'" ,&ang, competent, and a t t rac t ive ,  In 
h i s  congregation t h e r e  are l i k e l y  to be one 
or more wsaen who f e e l  dependent, Suck 
women often fee l  unloved, and they may have 
weak, unattractive husbands, They find in 
such a pzstsr the i r  idea l  of a man, And 
because he i s  a s p i r i t u a l  man he is even 
mare attractive, It does not take muck ver- 
bal o r  nanverba3- exchange for two people 
l i k e  this t o  become locked into a very ful- 
filling comp%ementary relationship, He re- 
ceives from her admiration and dependence, 
and she receives from him loving, protective 
care %hra:~gh b%s pastoral  min i s t ry  - which 
can ezsl1-y degenerate i n t o  a very personal 
and :i~:>ti-aate fn texesz ,  

"bfearxwl?-iSe, back at the parsonage, the 
pastar" w i f e  is t r o u b k d  over her husband's 
response to the admir ing  women of the eongre- 
gacinxn, She wonders a b ~ u t  h i s  feel ing for 
her ,  L i  he were  satisfied with her, why 
wc.u%A he bask in the actent ian of s ther  
w ~ r n e ~ ?  Resent~ent, d i s t r u s t ,  and withdrawal 
f o l l a w ,  Be gets the nonverbal message from 
h i s  wife, '1 don't th tnk  you're so great,' 
x~hich makes h i m  all the more vulnerable to 
the admiri-ng words and looks of the women in 
h i s  congregation, '' 
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An extreme example sf something like t h i s ,  
though it's not  a woman-in-the-eozzgrega.a;ion thing, 
was t o l d  me by a woman wa hose brother-in-law i s  a 
divorced B a p - ~ i s t  min i s t e r ,  H e  had an o f f i c e  in 
h i s  home and was working there t o  prepare c e r t a i n  
s tudy  materials f o r  the p r i n t e r .  The work requi red  
secre ta r ia l  h e l p ,  and h i s  secretary was an unattached 
warnan, somewhat younger than hirnself o r  his w i f e ,  
H e  and h i s  w i f e  made the mistake of invi , t iag the 
secretary to OCCUPY 8 spare r ~ o m  i n  t h e i r  parsonage, 
whichs it was thought,  would expedite  the work! 
Psu can guess the r e s t ,  The secretary - competents 
available,  cornpliant, always a t t rac t ive ly  dressed,  
not given t o  complafning and anxious t s  please 
"the boss'' - made the w i f e  come off  a poor second 
i n  h e r  o m  home? And, yes,  he l e f t  her  far the 
secretary* 

Another unstable type  af minister ,  vulnerable 
t o  involvement w i t h  women i n  h i s  congregation, i s  
a d o ~ ~ i n a n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  bu t  one whom one wriEer 
ca l l s  'h~snom:e tender and affiliative * "  

"lie s t r ives  to be close t o  o t h e r s  - 
tu helpa counsel,  s u p p o r t  and sympathize,  
9 9  &e wants  to be seen as tender w i t h  h i s  
i n t i l a a t e s ,  reassnab?~e and r e spons ib l e  with 
his acquaintances. '' (Leary) 

''~e h o l d s  dox~x anxie+,y and pr~mcp%es 
se1.E-wsrtb by being involved in  ende ex, 
pro tec t ive  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a thers ,  This  
mode o f  2djustment, being close ts our 
e u l t u u a l  idea l ,  is especia l ly  s u i t a b l e  
f c r  ~ k e  xr,fnri_~try* Bu% used in an sxtreme 
wey it can be a problem t o  t h e  minister, 
h i s  v i f  e, a ~ d  h i s  congregation," 

(Bustanoby) 

c l ing ing  v ine  who l i k e s  t o  be taken c a r e  o f .  He 
becomes a s p e c i a l  burden t o  h i s  wife because he  
sees  himself f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  i d e a l  of t h e  minis t ry ,  
says Bustanoby. He s e e s  himself as kind, reassur -  
ing,  tender ,  soft-hearted,  g iv ing  f r e e l y  of s e l f .  
But he does not  see t h a t  he  goes too  f a r  i n  t h i s  
so-called " a f f i l i a t i v e "  behavior.  He i s  o f t e n  
over sympathetic, overpro tec t ive ,  t oo  w i l l i n g  t o  
g ive  t o  o t h e r s  - e s p e c i a l l y  t o  h i s  admiring women. 
But t h e  whole process i s  a s e c u r i t y  opera t ion  de- 
signed t o  hold down anx ie ty  and promote h i s  f e e l -  
ings  of self-worth. 

The t h i r d  type of vulnerable  pe r sona l i ty  i s  a 
power-oriented au toc ra t  who p u l l s  behind him a 
d o c i l e  following who obey, r e spec t ,  and f l a t t e r  
him, This  fe l low h a s  a need t o  be looked upon as 
a s t rong,  powerful leader .  He t h r i v e s  on t h e  
f l a t t e r y  of both men and women, bu t  h i s  vulner- 
a b i l i t y  is  in t h a t  which comes from women. The 
"push-pul;b8' phenomenon i s  again  a t  work. The 
weak, dependent woman seeks a s t rong,  powerful 
man, She t h r i v e s  o n . h i s  s t r eng th ,  he  t h r i v e s  on 
he r  f l a t t e r y ,  

Sunuraarlzing, t h e  f i r s t  example of an uns t ab le  
pas to r  needs women t o  t e l l  him h e ' s  a t t r a c t i v e .  
The second needs women t o  t e l l  him h e ' s  warm, ten- -- 
der ,  and - . The t h i r d  needs women t o  t e l l  
him h e ' s  s t rong.  The t r o u b l e  can begin when some 

__IV 

women i n  t h e  congregation are w i l l i n g  t o  comply. 

Where these  human weaknesses e x i s t  i n  both 
m i n i s t e r s  and women i n  t h e  congregation, then  t h e r e  
is  no need do look f o r  s educ t r e s ses  i n  t h e  congre- 
ga t ions .  Ins tead ,  look f o r  t h e  "top-dog" min i s t e r ,  
t h e  au toc ra t ,  who grasps  a t  every oppor tuni ty  t o  
f o r t i f y  h i s  f a l t e r i n g  ego, t o  i n f l a t e  h i s  own 
self-image, 

rrr? 6 i n t s  pastoral persona l i ty  tends $0 pull .  forms 
o f  dependence $10 himself, the  kind of fered  6 y  the 
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What lessons can we draw from a l l  of th is ' ?  

It i s  q u i t e  obvious t h a t  undue absence from t h e  
home can be devas ta t ing  t o  a preacher ' s  marriage 
and r e l a t i o n s  with h i s  family. One preacher pointed 
ou t  t h a t  i t ' s  e a s i e r  t o  be ou t  with people who don' t  
confront h i m  than i t  i s  t o  be engaged r egu la r ly  i n  
on-going confronta t ions  with a wife and ch i ld ren ,  
Marilee Dunker, daughter of Bob Pierce ,  s a i d  of t h e  
Or ien ta l  people who occupied he r  f a t h e r ' s  i n t e r -  
ests, " ~ a d d y  loved these  people; i n  many ways he  
f e l t  more a t  home with them than he d id  with us." 
Pierce, who i s  su re ly  an extreme case,  was gone 
from home an average of t e n  months of t h e  year  f o r  
f i f t e e n  years! It is  poss ib l e ,  i n  o the r  words, t o  
be dr iven  wrongfu l ly  by the  d i r e c t i v e  t o  "make d is -  
c iples  of a l l  the  na t ions ,"  t o  be out  t h e r e  saving 
t h e  world, i n  such a way t h a t  a l l  goes t o  p i eces  
at- home, t h a t  the  parsonage s u f f e r s  from what 
EEmERSHIP ealls "f amiLy meltdom. " Pie rce  found 
escape i n  travel. Ordinary preachers  might f i n d  
escape i n  not-quite-so-necessary "meetings every 
night"  and s i m i l a r l y  be g u i l t y  of family abandonment. 

A min i s t e r  has h i s  p r i o r i t i e s  mixed up when he 
neg lec t s  h i s  ob l iga t ions  toward h i s  own marriage 
and household i n  the convie t ion  t h a t  h i s  call and 
m i n i s t e r i a l  d u t i e s  supersede. It is most important 
that he spend q u a l i t y  t i m e  with h i s  wife,  reassur-  
ing h e r  of h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  he r  and a f f e c t i o n  f o r  her .  
H e  should not  be t h e  kind of min i s t e r  of whom i t  was 
sa id ,  "He d i d n ' t  c ry  hard a t  home." Too many minis- 
ters  know of only two answers t o  household chores: 
"My w i f e  does them, o r  we c a l l  i n  t h e  t rus t ees . "  
Re should show s i n c e r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  each of h i s  
chi ldren ,  he lp  them with homework occas ional ly ,  
p l a y  with them f requent ly ,  go on out ings  with them 
d e l i b e r a t e l y .  Also he should spend q u a l i t y  vaca t ion  
t i m e  with his wife and chi ldren ,  not lug h i s  books 
t o  the  motel o r  t h e  beach. One man t o l d  m e  he  spends 

h i s  vacation -time s e t t i n g  up h i s  sermon themes 
f a r  the  coming year! 1 must confess that I myself 
once went with my family ts a lake cabin and, sur- 
rounded by my l i t t l e  boys, f o o l i s h l y  made i t  my 
purpose t o  read through t h e  Book of Mormon, 

Another m i n i s t e ~ ~  looking back on t h e  e a r l y  
yea r s  of h i s  marriage with t h e  c l e a r  v i s i o n  of 
middle-sage, spoke of h i s  w i fe ' s  d u t i e s  with four  
young sons, three of them i n  d i ape r s ,  p lus  an 
adapted daughter,  Then he  incriminated himself by 
asking, '"What was 1 doing a l l  t h i s  time? Running 
a l l  ovex creation, I was t o t a l l y  i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  
what she was going through day by day," 

It's from such thoughtlessness t h a t  a min i s t e r  
unwi t t ingly  p l a n t s  t h e  weed-seeds of resentment 
and discard i n  h i s  marriage and i n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  
garden sf h i s  

The devil. works overtime t o  capture  t r u e  
Chriseian leaders, those who have t h e  g i f t s  re- 
qu i r ed  by the minis t ry  and s i n c e r e l y  intend t o  use  
those g i f t s  t o  preach and teach Gad's Holy Word! 

Then there is such a th ing  as 
part  of a m i n i s t e r ,  

msen k b i s  k s i f  i s  allowed to f e s t e r ,  i t  can 
spread its poison t o  t h e  tender th ing  t h a t  ought 
t o  be t h e  aarriage of the min i s t e r  and h i s  wife.  
Z a B s  one th ing  t o  g ive  a present  now and then,  o r  
$0 say t o  one" wife,  "1 love  YOU u t  p r a c t i c i n g  
gentleness and showing t r u e  eons i  ion  from day 
ts day are something else! 

Bah Pierce o f t e n  wrote home t o  express  h i s  love  
and a f fec t ion  f o r  h i s  wife and t h r e e  daughters ,  y e t  
would be gone from them f o r  s i x  months a t  a time. 
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When he  came home t o  them and h i s  wife and g i r l s  
exc i t ed ly  made the house ready and smothered him 
with kisses a t  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  he  had a knack of soon 
turn ing  i t  all i n t o  a l i e n a t i o n ,  harsh  words and 
su f fe r ing  f o r  everyone, H i s  temper and h i s  walk- 
o u t s  have been made famous by h i s  daughter ' s  book. 
The man who loved t h e  unfor tunate  masses of t h e  
Par East  and was adored by t e n s  of thousands, a l l  
of i t  i n  t h e  name of Je sus  Chr i s t ,  couldn ' t  make it  
a t  home, H e  was a dr iven  man, a man sf  achievement, 
whose emotional c i r c u i t r y  began t o  malfunction as 
soon as he was sn  h i s  o m  home t u r f ,  

Even worse was a missionary named C e  Tf, Studd, 
This  man wrote  Paving, e f f u s i v e  letters from Af r i ca  
t o  h i s  wife,  Yet what were these  considering t h a t  
he d i d n ' t  see he r  i n  a l l  t h e  yea r s  from 1996 t o  
1929 when she f i n a l l y  died,  a lone,  i n  Spain? 

O r  consider  t h e  d u p l i c i t y  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  scene, 
A m i n i s t e r ' s  wife s i ts  i n  t h e  f r o n t  pew on Sunday 
watching her husband preach, smile ,  and pray, but  
all the whi3.e remembers t h e  Thursday-morn* blow-, 
up, t h e  loud words i n  f r o n t  of t h e  ch i ld ren ,  t h e  
grabbed coat and t h e  sfamrned door,  Perhaps he  w a s  
on h i s  way ou t  t o  a counseling se s s ion  with a hug- 
band and wife! Then when h i s  own wife  s e e s  t h e  
congregation pour i t s  love  and a f f e c t i o n  i n  he r  
husband's d i r e c t i o n ,  i t  only makes her angry. 

Bere i s  something thought-provoking f o r  u s  a s  
v i s i t o r s ,  A c e r t a i n  sen io r  pas to r  has  t e n  a s s o c i a t e  
p a s t o r s *  From time t o  t i m e  he  c a l l s  each one i n t o  
h i s  s tudy  f o r  a chat, "What 1 am most concerned t o  
ask each onre &en 1 s i t  down with him," he says,  
"is not  'How is  your p a r t i c u l a r  program coming?' 
but  'T~hak abaut your devot ional  l i f e ?  T e l l  me about 
your marriage. How much time have yeu spent  wi th  
your k i d s  l a t e l y ?  ''' 

1 i i l l ~s t  C O X ~ ~ ~ S S  t h a t  1 know little o r  nothing 
about the  heal th  and wel fare  of the m a r i t a l  l i v e s  
and family l i ve s  o f  the bro ther -pas tors  i n  my own 
c i r c u i t ,  Yet it ought $0 be a l e g i t i m a t e  inqui ry  
t h a t  any one of u s  should make if c a l l e d  upon t o  
conduct a v i s i t a t i o n ,  Because our days a r e  in- 
c reas ingly  e v i l ,  because b a r r i e r s  aga ins t  divorce 
of ministers are crumbling, because of t h e  sub t ly  
wicked f o r c e s  t h a t  p lay  upon us,  our wives and 
chi ldren ,  and because of d i s t r a c t i o n s  that p u l l  
u s  away from wholesome i n t e r a c t i o n s  with our wives 
and ch i ld ren  - telephones, t e l e v i s i o n ,  c a r  t r i p s  
t o  neighboring pa r i shes ,  books ts res ,  h o s p i t a l s  - 
because of a m u l t i p l i c i t y  of l a t e -n igh t  meetings, 
of numerous conferences away from home, of time 
spent  away f p o m  s t udy  and home i n  counseling ses-  
s ions ,  our  o m  marraiges and family l i v e s  become 
exceedingly vulnerable,  

Perhaps we should make e f f o r t s  t o  understand 
b e t t e r ,  and counsel be t te r ,  the min i s t e r  who has  
h i s  autocrat ic  leanings,  who dominates not  only 
h i s  congregation but  a l s o  h i s  wife  and ch i ld ren ,  
Perhaps f o r  t h e  sake of h i s  marriage we should be 
aware o f  t h e  high-octane preacher ,  t h e  one wi th  
t h e  great insecur i t i es  who's cons tant ly  wondering, 

Am % a c c e p t e d  by my congregation, by my b ro the r  
pas to r s ,  by my synodical  6 s f f i c i a l s lVg  and who im- 
merses himself i n  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  achieve but  a t  
t h e  expense of w i f e  and marriage. There may be a 
troubled brorher out  there - most l i k e l y  with a 
t roubled w i f e !  - who i s n ' t  elear on t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between a se l f -centered  min i s t ry  and a Chr is t -  
centered m i n i s t r y ,  There may be h igh ly  emotional 
p a s t o r s  i n  our  mids t  who pour themselves i n t o  t h e i r  
d u t i e s  a t  the  expense of d u t i e s  toward wife and 
ch i ld ren ,  W i t h  e x q u i s i t e  d i s c r e t i o n  and t r u e  
c h a r i t y  w e  ought t o  look f o r  the  p a s t o r s  who a r e  
poor l i s teners ,  the ones who speak and t o  whom 
everyone ntust give ear, t h e  ones who can ' t  t ake  
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advice and with whom one must never d isagree .  We 
ought t o  sharpen our percept ions  and look behind 
these th ings  f o r  a poss ib ly  t roubled marriage. 

A s  Lutheranism i t s e l f  becomes ever  more t roubled 
and a G h r i s t l e s s  world c loses  i n  upon us  and makes 
its inroads upon marriage, Let us ,  a s  min i s t e r s ,  
counsel toge ther ,  p ray  f o r  one another ,  and keep 
before ourserves and our people t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  
basics of what God has  made marriage t o  be, of what 
i t  means ts be a husband and a wife.  

May God i n  H i s  mercy he lp  us ,  our spouses and 
our children,  f o r  t h e  sake of our dear  Savior  J e sus  
and H i s  saving Word. 

ARE Y0TJ TEACHING BEHAVIOR MOD OR LAW AND GOSPEL?* 

PREFACE 

A l l  of u s  want t o  have well-behaved c l a s s e s  i n  
which l ea rn ing  and teaching can be c a r r i e d  ou t  
e f f i c i e n t l y .  Sometimes t h i s  goal  i s  reached merely 
by a manipulation of t h e  s tuden t s ,  without any 
change i n  t h e  h e a r t ,  s o  t h a t  we have what amounts 
t o  a group of well-behaved unbel ievers .  This  l a t t e r  
s i t u a t i o n  is  s o  obviously undes i rab le  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
those who ques t ion  whether t h e  C h r i s t i a n  classroom 
should be a  model of good behavior,  s i n c e  such be- 
havior  wouLd be incons i s t en t  with t h e  freedom t h a t  
is  ours  i n  t h e  Gospel ( s i c ) .  I n  t h i s  paper I w i l l  - 
t r y  t o  s o r t  out  some of these  concerns and present  
a  balanced synthes is .  For such a  proper balancing 
t o  occur i n  our classrooms, however, we must be 
s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  proper d i s t i n c t i o n ,  d iv i s ion ,  and 
use  of Law and Gospel. 

I, The Basis  f o r  Concern. --- 
m i l e  t h e  o ld  man, even t h e  o l d  man i n  t h e  

Chr is t ian ,  must u l t i m a t e l y  be r e s t r a i n e d  by t h e  law, 
we must beware of appeal ing t o  t h e  o l d  man r a t h e r  
than ts t h e  new man i n  our dea l ings  with C h r i s t i a n s  
under our au thor i ty ,  as t h e  means f o r  promoting 
s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  

*This a r t i c l e  by Rev. Ed Bryant was de l ive red  
t o  a  j o i n t  ELS-WELS Pastor-Teacher Conference l a s t  
October i n  Por t land ,  Oregon. Rev. Bryant is  pr in-  
c i p a l  of Eakewood Lutheran School, Tacoma, Wash. 
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I, The Basis  f o r  Concern. --- 
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c i p a l  of Eakewood Lutheran School, Tacoma, Wash. 



11, Behavior Modif icat ion -- 

I n  i t s  essence,  behavior modif ica t ion  is  a 
sopkisecated appeal t o  the o ld  man, We par take  
of t h i s  error  whenever we depend predominately upon 
manipulation, force ,  management techniques, e t c , ,  
t o  achieve proper behavior i n  t h e  cPassmom ins t ead  
of r e ly ing  on motivat ion by t h e  Gospel, 

$11, Good Behavior - an  Terms 

A s  ch i ld ren  grow, both a s  t o  age and a s  t o  
C h r i s t i a n  matur i ty ,  more and more we appeal  t o  
t h e i r  new enan t o  put  down t h e i r  o l d  man, t h e  Gospel 
a l l  t h e  while  predominating, Conversely, s t r u c t u r e  
and t h e  f i r s t  use of t h e  law ( a s  a curb) w i l l  be 
move appropr i a t e  f o r  l e s s  mature s tudents ,  though 
s t i l l  the  Gospel is  t o  predominate, The Gospel is  
uncondi t ional  and the re fo re  not  a super ior  b a s i s  
of manipula t ion ,  

Be Good Behavior Enjoined by God 

And God Himself en jo ins  upon u s  t h e  respon- 
s i b i l i t y  f o r  demanding proper behavior on t h e  p a r t  
of our ch i ld ren ,  We cons ider  H i s  i n junc t ion  t o  
" t r a i n  up" t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  way he  should go. We 
consider  the judgment upon E l i  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  
r e s t r a i n  h i s  sons from wrongdoing, Parents  and 
teachers  a r e  not  only i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of fe l low 
Chr i s t i ans  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  ch i ld ren ,  but  they 
a r e  a l s o  i n  a p o s i t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  over them, 

It may be worthwhile t o  s t r e s s  t h i s  po in t  
a l i t t l e ,  Luther placed g r e a t  emphasis upon t h e  
va r ious  o f f i c e s  t h a t  w e  hold a s  Chr i s t i ans ;  an 
understanding of t hese  d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e s  i s  neces- 
s a ry  i f  we a r e  t o  make sense  of God's coomsnands. 
On t h e  one hand, God t e l l s  u s  t h a t  we a r e  not  t o  
judge one another .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, w e  a r e  t o  
judge f a l s e  prophets .  On t h e  one hand we a r e  no t  
t o  t ake  vengeance, on t h e  o t h e r  hand government is  
given t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of being an avenger. We 
a r e  t o l d  t o  tu rn  t h e  o t h e r  cheek, and y e t  w e  a r e  
t o l d  "an eye f o r  an eye and a took f o r  a tooth."  
The only way t o  make sense  o u t  of t h e s e  passages 

I ,  The Basis  f o r  Concern --- is  t o  consider  the o f f i c e  t h a t  we hold.  

A* Expectations far F B ~ o o d "  Behavior Xf we a r e  dea l ing  a s  C h r i s t i a n  t o  Chr i s t i an ,  

PIuch of what we do i n  church and school 
involves behavior, I n  a soc ie ty  which is  less and 
less concerned w i t h  God's sill i n  our personal  
I f v e s ,  it i s  re f r e sh ing  t o  work with people who 
have s t anda rds  of r i g h t  and wrong and f o r  whom 
God's will i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Indeed, personal  d is -  
c i p l i n e  and mora l i ty  i s  necessary f o r  the s u r v i v a l  
of any soc ie ty ,  much more so  f o r  a s o c i e t y  of learn-  
ing. For t h i s  pragmatic reason, too,  people look to  
C k r i s t f a n  schools  t o  maintain a good atmosphere and 
t o  uphold what is good and r i g h t .  

we a r e  not  t o  judge, but  t o  look on one another  a s  
w e  look on ourse lves  - covered by t h e  r ighteousness  
of Chr i s t .  But i f  circumstances p l ace  u s  i n  a 
congregation where our pas to r  is teaching f a l s e  
doct r ine ,  then we a c t  according t o  another  o f f i c e ,  
t h a t  of a sheep ( t o  use  C h r i s t ' s  metaphor) who heeds 
his master" voice  and ignores  t h a t  of t h e  h i r e l i n g .  
I f  we know sf a cr iminal ,  we a r e  not  t o  t ake  our 
gun and shoot t h e  of fender  down, y e t  i f  we a r e  
appointed judge o r  a r e  placed on a ju ry ,  w e  could 
t ake  a c t i o n  t o  execute t h e  c r iminal .  A s  C h r i s t i a n s  
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and as c i t i z e n s  w e  a r e  no t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s t r i f e ,  
bu t  to avoid ie; however, i f  t h e r e  i s  no law t o  
p r o t e c t  u s s  then we may p r o t e c t  our  l i v e s  and 
proper ty ,  the absence of law p l ac ing  t h a t  responsi-  
b i l i t y  and s f f i c e  upon us .  

So,  too,  we are f e l l ow  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  our  
ch i ld ren  from school .  According t o  t h a t  o f f i c e ,  
we are not  aceua l ly  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e i r  behavior.  
kvge can see t h i s  a t  church, a t  a f te r - school  func- 
t i o n s ,  and on o the r  occas ions  where t h e  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  under t h e i r  pa ren t s '  superv is ion .  Sometimes 
we want t o  reach over  and shake t h e  l i t t l e  u r c h i n s  
because cf  the  way t h a t  they  a r e  behaving; we don ' t  
because we sense t h a t  i n  such circumstances they  
a r e  i n  fac t  not under our  a u t h o r i t y .  

But at o the r  t imes,  we a r e  more than  f e l l o w  
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  our  school  ch i ld ren .  W e  hold an of- 
f i ce  of a u t h o r i t y  over them. I n  such circumstances 
t h e i r  behavior is  our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  We cannot 
j u s t  shrug i t  o f f  and say,  "I have taught  them 
r i g h t l y ,  w h a t  they do i s  t h e i r  problem." To do 
t h a t  i s  t o  be an E l i  and t o  a c t u a l l y  become a  pa r t -  
n e r  i n  t h e i r  s i n ,  

Some people  have a real problem wi th  t h i s  
d i s t i n c t i o n ,  and i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a problem a t  
our  h igh  schools  and c o l l e g e s  where we s e e  t h i s  
problem wres t led  r r i th  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Any adminis- 
t r a t i o n  w i l l  do themselves and t h e i r  t e ache r s  a 
real  favor if they  w i l l  c a r e f u l l y  d e l i n i a t e  t h e  
l i n e s  of a u t h o r i t y  and make these c l e a r  t o  t h e  tea- 
chers, the  parents, and those  under a u t h o r i t y .  

W e  are not  t o  f o r f e i t  our  a u t h o r i t y ,  then, 
o r  our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  far t h e  behavior  sf  our  
charges. Ultimately we may have t o  ac t  according 
t o  the first  use o f  the  law and curb t h e  wrong be- 
havior r ~ h i l e  i n s i s t i n g  upon the r i g h t .  

C The Confusion sf  Good Behavior and 
S a n c t i f i c a t i o n  

Whi3.e w e  are r i g h t f u l l y  concerned about the 
behavior s f  o u r  charges  and,  indeed, may be respon- 
sib1 e f a r  i t g  aeki-evement o f  t h e  des i r ed  behavior  
is no t  i n  fact  our primary goa l .  Our p r i ~ n a r y  goa l  
i s  t o  lead the children to saving f a i t h  i n  Jesus 
Christ.  We have p r o f i t e d  them nothing i f  we only 
manipulate them into being well-behaved unbe l i eve r s .  
D r .  C. F. Walther put i t  s u c c i n c t l y  i n  Thes is  X V I  of 
" ~ a w  and Gospel . '' 

", . . the Word of GO$ i s  not  r i g h t l y  d iv ided  
when the  preacher tries t o  make people  b e l i e v e  
that they are t r u l y  converted as soon a s  they 
have become r i d  of c e r t a i n  v i c e s  and engage i n  
c e r t a i n  works o f  piety and v i r t u o u s  pract ices ." '  

Simply amending cgr ta in  v i c e s  i s  no t  s a n c t i -  
f i c a t i o n ,  xnucil less ju .s t i f ica$;fon,  It d i f f e r s  from 
sanct i f icat ion i n  two ways. 1) S a n c t i f i c a t i o n  is  a 
r e s u l t  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  whi le  outward good works 
can be engendered and i n s p i r e d  wi thout  f a i t h .  
2) S a n c ~ i f i e a t i u n  is  f ru i t :  of f a i t h  and is a re- 
sponse t o  the love of God (We love H i m  because He 
first  loved us, L John 4:B9), but  much outwardly 
good behavior i s  done ou t  of fear of punishment o r  
hope of reward,  

Put. ansther way, achieving good behavior  
by means o f  the law, while necessary f o r  order  i n  
society ,  mzy be of no s p i r i t u a l  u se  t o  anyone. On 
the s ther  hand, the  Gospel ,  which i s  the power of 
Gad unto sa lvat ion,  w i l l  no t  only work f a i t h  and 
j . ua t r i f i ca~%oa  but  w i l l  a l so  be t h e  impetus f o r  
sanc t i f i ca t ion ,  The l a w ,  then, is no t  t o  be  t h e  
motive f o r  good ~o~cP '&;s  i n  the l i f e  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  

The %m i s  t o  be used a p p r o p r i a t e l y  by 
Chr i s t i ans .  Pau l  counse ls  Timothy ( l : 8 f f )  "But 
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j . ua t r i f i ca~%oa  but  w i l l  a l so  be t h e  impetus f o r  
sanc t i f i ca t ion ,  The l a w ,  then, is no t  t o  be  t h e  
motive f o r  good ~o~cP '&;s  i n  the l i f e  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  

The %m i s  t o  be used a p p r o p r i a t e l y  by 
Chr i s t i ans .  Pau l  counse ls  Timothy ( l : 8 f f )  "But 
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we know t h a t  t h e  law is good, i f  a man use  i t  
Iawfully; knowing this, that  t h e  l a w  i s  not  made 
f o r  a r igh teous  man, bu t  f o r  t h e  lawless and d is -  
obedient ,  f o r  the  ungodly and f o r  s inners ,  f a r  
unholy aard profane . . ." The l a w  i s  not  t o  be 
used ro govern the  new man. The new man i s  respon- 
s i v e  t o  the  w i l l .  of God and i s  not  sub jec t  t o  con- 
demnation by t h e  law, Romans 8 : l , 2  s t a t e s ,   here 
is therefore now no condemation t o  them which a r e  
in C h r i s t  Jesus,  who walk not  a f t e r  the flesh but 
after t h e  S p i r i t .  For the  l a w  of the S p i r i t  of 
l i f e  f n  Chr i s t  Jesus  ha th  made m e  f r e e  from the 
law of sin and death," 

But i f  t he  l a w  is not  t h e  b a s i s  s f  Chris- 
tian motivation, what is? Only the  Gospel. The 
Gospel b r i n g s  a person t o  f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t ,  and 
" ~ f  any man be i n  Chr is t  he i s  a new crea ture ."  
(I1 Cor. 5:17) (C f .  a l s o  I John 4 ~ 1 9 ,  above.) 
The s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  of a person fol lows upon h i s  
j u s t i f i c a t i . o n  as  t h e  day fol lows the  n igh t ,   h his 
I say, then, Walk i n  the  S p i r i t ,  and ye s h a l l  no t  
f u l f i l l  the  lust of t h e  f l e s h .  (Gal, 5: 6)" 

I f  s a n c t i f i c a t i o l ~  i s n ' t  good behavior,  what 
i s  i t? L t  is gsod behavior motivated out  s f  h v e  
f o r  God who f i r s t  loved us, 

The difference hetween "good behavior" and 
snnctificetion i s  apparen t  i n  our experience, where 
people  comply with laws simply because they are 
enforced, rather than out  of love  f o r  God. A t  one 
high school where I taught ,  f o r  example, we had 
very complex r u l e s  r ega rd ing  t h e  g i r l s '  d re s s .  That 
w a s  dur ing  the  m i n i s k i r t  era and modesty w a s  a con- 
cern. The dresses had t o  come t o  t h e  middle of t h e  
knee, and blouses had t o  be  buttoned up a respecta-  
ble distance.  One sweet young th ing  appeared with 
a dress below t h e  knee and a b louse  buttoned up t o  

he r  chin. The problem was t h a t  the dress clung 
t o  abso lu te ly  every curve and the blouse was of 
t h e  see-through var ie ty  w i t h  foundat ion  garments 
e i t h e r  fi lmy o r  non-existent. She adhered t o  t h e  
r u l e s  i n  every p o i c t .  Quire i n t e l l i g e n t l y ,  the 
school changed the whole thrust o f  their handbook 
from an emphasis on rules to an emphesis upon t h e  
s p i r i t  of modesty, t o  which the new man is  respon- 
s i v e  under t h e  Gospel,  

Following t h i s  latter tack, our po l i cy  a t  
Lakewood and a t  many ocher sf our schools  is not  
t o  l i s t  an a r r a y  of r u l e s ,  replete with inches  
and numbers of but tons.  Instead w e  approach some- 
one quest ionably dressed  w i t h  a discuss ion  o f  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h i s  is  l i k e l y  t o  have an o t h e r s ,  ga r t i cu -  
l a r l y  t h e  boys, and leave it up t o  the  person t o  
exe rc i se  h e r  o m  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  W e  have not had a 
problem with modesty that I know of i n  t h e  l a s t  
f i v e  years .  ( T h i s ,  however, may not  meet t h e  
"due process" requirements of the world 's  cour t s . )  

Two ather th ings  deserve mention hare, 
however, F i r s t ,  continued v i o l a t i o n  of 6odbs in -  
junc t ions  regarding modesty would r e s u l t  i n  t h e  
law being used i n  i t s  coercPve mode, s i n c e  evf- 
dently the old man needs some p u t t i n g  down. Second, 
while  an example of t h i s  t y p e  tends t o  make t h e  
i s s u e  q u i t e  c l e a r ,  t he  same p r i n c i p l e s  are involved 
in a l l  a spec t s  o f  the d a s e ,  from s i t t i n g  still 
and l i s t en ing ,  t o  cou r t e sy  on the  playground, t o  
tak ing  bullet:fns home tespansi$%y. I n  every case  
obedience would hopefully came from  he power of 
the new man responding t o  G d s  $race and seeking 
H i s  w i l l ,  

.A word about adiaphora i s  in order  here, There 
are many r u l e s  i n  t h e  school that are es t ab l i shed  
out  of wisdom o r  a r b i t r a r i l y ,  out of necess i ty .  
(Muck l i k e  d r iv ing  on %he r i g h t  side of the mad. )  
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While i t  i s  not  per  s e  God's w i l l  t h a t  we look a -- 
l i t t l e  n i c e r  on chapel days, i t  i s  God's w i l l  
t h a t  we obey those i n  a u t h o r i t y  who make such a 
requirement sf us, and t h a t  we consider  t h e  mes- 
sage t h i s  s e t s  before  t h e  watching world. 

I>, Appendix 

Motivation i n  t h e  L i f e  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

From God's No and ~ o d ' s  Yes: The Proper Dis t inc-  
t i o n  Between Law and Gospel, by C. F. W. Walther; 
Condensed by Walter C. Pieper .  Concordia 
0-570-03515-5. 

P. 76 The essence of t h e i r  [ t h e  r a t i o n a l i s t s ]  
r e l i g i o n  is  t o  teach men r h a t  they become 
d i f f e r e n t  beings by pu t t ing  away t h e i r  
vices and leading  a v i r tuous  l i f e ,  while  
the  Word of God teaches us t h a t  we must 
beeorne d i f f e r e n t  men f i r s t p  and then  we 
s h a l l  pu t  away our p a r t i c u l a r  s i n s  and 
begin t o  e x e r c i s e  ourse lves  i n  good works. 

P. 109 [Regarding t h e  woeful s ign i f i cance  of 
having recourse  t o  t h e  coercion of t h e  law.] 

However, what d i d  t h e  Lord t e l l  them by the 
prophet Jeremiah? This,  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  
covenant had no t  improved t h e i r  condi t ion ,  
because God had t o  f o r c e  them t o  comply 
wi th  h i s  w i l l  - and forced obedience sim- 
p l y  i s  no obedience. 

P. 110 [Regarding t h e  r e s u l t s  when the  l a w  
- predominates. H e  r e f e r s  t o  Ram. 3:20] 

The Law has no o t h e r  purpose than t o  re- 
v e a l  men's s i n s ,  not  t o  remove them. 
Ins t ead  of removing them, i t  rather in- 
c reases  them; f o r  when a person conceives 
e v i l  l u s t  i n  h i s  h e a r t ,  the Law c a l l s  

t o  him: "You s h a l l  no t  covet." That 
causes man t o  regard God a s  c r u e l  i n  
demanding what man cannot accomplish. 
Thus the l a w  inc reases  s in :  i t  does 
not  k i l l  s i n ,  but  r a t h e r  makes i t  a l i v e .  

P. 111 [Regarding proper motivat ion f o r  good 
works and s t rengthening  of t h e  new man.] 

The a p o s t l e  is  saying t o  you: I f  you want 

t o  revive your f u t u r e  congregations and 
cause the S p i r i t  of peace, joy, f a i t h ,  
and confidence, t h e  c h i l d l i k e  s p i r i t ,  t h e  
S p i r i t  of soul - res t ,  t o  take up H i s  abode 
among the  members of your congregation, 
you must, f o r  God's sake, not  employ t h e  
Law t o  br ing  r h a t  about.  I f  you f i n d  
your congregations i n  t h e  worst condi t ion  
imaginable, you must indeed preach t h e  
Law t o  them, but  fol low it  up immediately 
with t h e  Gospel. You may not  p re sen t  t h e  
Law t o  them today and postpone preaching 
t h e  Gospel t o  them u n t i l  a l a t e r  t i m e .  
A s  soon as the  Law has  done i ts  work, t h e  
Gospel must take  i t s  place.  

P. 112 [Continuing t h e  same thought.]  
The reason why congregations a r e  cor rupt  
is  invariably t h i s ,  t h a t  i t s  m i n i s t e r s  
have not  s u f f i c i e n t l y  preached t h e  Gospel 
t o  t h e  people .  .... Rather than a c t  t h e  
policeman i n  h i s  congregation, he  ought 
t o  change the h e a r t s  of h i s  members i n  
order  t h a t  they may without  c o n s t r a i n t  do 
what i s  p leas ing  t o  God wi th  a glad and 
cheer fu l  h e a r t .  A person who has  a r e a l  
understanding of t h e  love  of God i n  C h r i s t  
Jesus i s  as tonished  a t  i t s  f i r e ,  which is  
ab le  t o  melt anything i n  heaven and on 
earth. The moment he  b e l i e v e s  i n  t h i s  
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love he cancot but  love God and from 
g r a t i t u d e  f o r  h i s  s a l v a t i o n  do anything 
from love s f  God and f o r  H i s  g l a r y ,  

These quo ta t i ons  from &Jal therBs amanuenges compell- 
i n g l y  present an e s s e n t i a l  S c r i p t u r a l  p r inc ip l e :  
Good behavior,  the  s a n c t i f i e d  l i f e ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
l i f e ,  whatever you wdnt t o  c a l l  i t ,  is  motivated 
by t h e  love  ghat God has  f i rs t  had f o r  u s ,  

A, A s  a Technical T e r m  

Behavior modif ica t ion  i s  based l a r g e l y  on 
the  work 0% Be F o  Skinner and t h e  behav io r i s t  school 
of psychology, The underlying premise of t h i s  
school of thought i s  t h a t  a11 of our behavior is 
pu re ly  i n  response t o  s t i m u l i  f r o m  our environment, 
those responses  being governed by c e r t a i n  needs, 
The theoretical basis of t h i s  approach to manipu- 
l a t i n g  behavior proposes t h a t  a l l  behaviors a r e  
esseneially condit ioned reflexes, so t h a t  i f  we 
want ts condition an organism (say, a human) t o  
respona t o  a s t i n ~ u % u s  in a cer ta in  way, we fo l low 
t h i s  patgern: 

1) Provide the s t imulus ,  
" s i t  down, Johnny '' 

2) Continue u n t i l  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  response 
occurs,  even i f  by "acc identeBg 

Joshxany sits d o m e  

3 )  Graz i fy  one of Johnny's needs. 
Band out  t h e  kl ti M% - grkatify t h e  
need f o r  p leasure ,  

Nearly always a t m e  behav io r i s t  w i l l  op t  
f o r  "pos i t i ve  reinforcement" - g r a t i f y i n g  a need, 

r a t h e r  than f o r  "negative reinforcement," s i n c e  
t h e  l a t t e r  does not  g r a t i f y  a need, Spanking, 
f o r  example, s imply in t roduces  a new need, t h e  
need t o  avoid pain,  and t h i s ,  from t h e  behav io r i s t  
viewS i s  d i f f i c ~ l t  t o  a s s o c i a t e  i n  t h e  condi t ion  
machanism with t h e  s t imulus.  Af t e r  a l l ,  continu- 
ing with our example, the  condi t ioning  process 
aims t o  a s s o c i a t e  the g r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  p leasure  
need with t h e  stimulus-response r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 
being sea ted  upon command. 

The true-blue behav io r i s t  does not  concede 
t h a t  a person might a c t u a l l y  choose how t o  respond 
t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t imulus.  They de f ine  such no t ions  
a s  "choosing," "considering," "se lec t ing ,"  "knowing," 
and "gu i l t "  r i g h t  ou t  of ex is tence .  Even though 
someone may say he chooses, they reason,  i n  f a c t  
such a s tatement  i s  behavior i n  response t o  condi- 
t i on ing*  The observed behavior i s  everything.  
The behartriorists shovel "gui l t s '  on t h e  dustkeap 
s i n c e  i t  is  unobservable an the  one hand, o r ,  on 
t h e  o the r ,  merely an anxiety response condit ioned 
by our soc ie ty*  

Be I n  General 

behavior mod is such a hideous 
concept iht it  i s  amazing that C h r i s t i a n s  even 
consider  i t ,  Since the o ld  man i s  with u s  always, 
however, a l l  0% us  use  behavior mod i n  some way o r  
another  w h e n e v e r  we i nappropr i a t e ly  use  t h e  Law t o  
a f f e c t  behavior, 

[ S t r i c t l y  speaking, w e  could consider  some 
form o f  behavior modff i c a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  gene r i c  sense,  
t o  be i n  use whenever we use t h e  Law according t o  
i t s  f i r s t  use,  to outwardly curb s i n f u l  behavior , ]  

I n  a genera l  way, f o r  t h e  purposes of our  
discussion here, we improperly use behavior 
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madiZica~:ion i n  the  Eel%owing circumstances : 

1) %&en we are predominately cancerned 
w i t h  the  behavior a@ the  person, and 
noe the s p i r i t u a l  cond i t ion ,  

2) I%%en we a p p e a l  ts t h e  f l e s h  r a t h e r  
Chan to t h e  s p i r i t ,  6s the  o ld  man 
rather than t o  t h e  new man f o r  
obedience, 

Our ~aistakes in us ing  Law and Gospel tend 
ta be comprehended i n  the ~ ~ Q V E  L i s t i n g ,  Consider 
some exaznples : 

a) Miss Jones t e l l s  her f i rs t -grader ,  
"Jesus d o e s n ' t  l ove  you when you p ick  on people, 
Herman. '"(1) 

h)  After being threatened w i t h  expulsion,  
spankings, 2nd r e s t r i c t i o n ,  l i t t l e  Iodine  finally 
learns her mmsacy work, grudgingly. But s i n c e  she  
is  now up with the  class and no t  a problem, Mom, 
Dad, and Teacher are happy, (2) 

c )  Ifi31en the  t h i r d  grade ( four  out  of seven 
o f  them) f a i l s  t o  tu rn  i n  a map assignment,  
M r .  O t t e rbe in  throws a s a r c a s t i c  tantrum featuring 
references to h i s  great sacrif ice,  t h e i r  i n g r a t i -  
tude,  and tbf unlikelihood of t h e i r  ever going t o  
co l l ege  and earning l o t s  06 money, ( 2 )  

d) e tc ,  - We can a l l  add our owne 

We co~a id  90 sra and on with examples, and w e  
could f u r t h e r  r e f i n e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i a n  between Law 
and Gospel t ha t  pertains here, b u t  l e t  us sumarize 
do br ing  t h i s  section ts a conclusione 

Wenlembes t h a t  the f i r s t  use  of the  l a w  is 
t he  least s a l u t a r y .  It merely coerces.  It may 
not  even e s n v i c t ,  because references may not  even 
be mads ts God as t h e  au thor  s f  t h e  l a w ,  

There are a number of means w e  use t a  
coerce, E h i c h  i s  yours?  - 

fo rce  s f  personality withholding a f f e c t i o n  
regimzntatisn manipulation with rewards 
sarcasm and z i d i e u l e  an overused rod 

shaming 

.- - 
I G s ~ d  Behavior on S c r i p t u r a l  Terms 

(Sanctif l e a t i o n )  

We have already discussed t h e  b a s i s  and mo- 
t i ~ r e  f s a  sanctif i ea t ion  - the Gospel ,  but  we  should 
make same prac t ica l  cons idera t ions  as we l l  i f  we are 
t o  make cffectixre application of the  Gospel. 

A,  The Gospel is t o  predominate, When w e  con- 
sider the  r ~ l . e s  t h a t  govern our c h i l d r e n ' s  Lives 
a t  school ,  we can see  t h a t  here i s  a cont inual  
stream of commands d i r e c t i n g ,  censuring,  and guid- 
ing them. Wow they dress, when and how loud they 
speak, hob] they- p l a y ,  where tiley s i t ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  
T h i s  i s  no t  necessa r i ly  bad i n  and of i t s e l f ,  but  
we shou ld  pay special  attention to see t h a t  i n  
s p i t e  of t h i s ,  the  atmosphere i s  one pervaded by 
t h e  Gospel. Devotions p a r t i c u l a r l y  should hold 
f o r t h  the grace of God. Rel ig ion  app l i ca t ion  should 
avoid the  moralistic and e q h a s i z e  what. God has  done 
f o r  us* 

kind, too,  when w e  do dea l  w i th  i n f r a c t i o n s ,  
thuse inFract ions are not  ta lerate$,  nor  is  t h e  
Gospel some form of exception t h a t  makes th ings  
a h 1  right again. Rather, the i n f r a c t i o n s  a r e  for- 
given, i n  the very narrow sense, 

B,  The Gsspef i s  Unconditional 

One of the comsn mis takes  w e  c s m i t  when 
we t r y  t o  u se  the  G Q S ~ ~  f o r  motivat ion i s  t h a t  
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we use  It as a supe r io r  reward, c:r as a c lub .  
"you have to do t h i s ,  Besnaelinde, because God 
loves you!'' says the  teacher. But God's l ove  
o r i g i n a t e s  t o t a l l y  i n  H i m s e l f ,  no t  ifi reaction 
o r  r e l a t i o n  ts anything we have done, H e  was 
reconciling t he  world t o  Himself whether we know 
i t  or not ,  whether we believe it o r  not ,  wl~ether 
w e  even care o r  n o t ,  Perhaps a close th ing  t o  it 
i s  t he  love of a mother f o r  her  unborn c h i l d ,  a  
love of rhich the c h i l d  knows nothing. i n  our 
classrooms we dare not  place any condi t ions  upon 
Gnd's love, o r  upon aur  love f o r  t h e  chi ldren .  
The cute ones, the smart ones, the  p o l i t e  ones, 
the  k ind  ones, t h e  r i c h  ones, the ones w i % h  in te r -  
e s t s  Like ours, the ugly ones, the d u l l  ones, the 
rude  ones, t h e  c rue l  ones, the  poor ones, t he  ones 
i n d i f f e r e n t  ts anything we say - all have been re- 
deemed by Jesus C h r i s t ,  God has made each one 
worth the bIssd of H i s  sm son, We dzre n o t  be 
less concerned, less caring,  o r  less cornforcing t o  
one than  another, 

C. The Approach Var ies  with Makurity 

Since onac t i f i ca t i cn ,  though complete upon 
~ U S ~ c i ~ i C S ~ "  (we do EOW l ove  God), i s  ~ ~ 4 1 1  pro- .- 
gressive (we ~ s o w  in love toward H i m ) ,  our approach 
will vary according to the  s a n c t i f i e d  maturity of 
the  peoplc deal with. Two th ings  g o  with lack 
of maturi~y: 1) T h i s t  i s  less strength i n  the  new 
man we a p p e a l  :G.  2) There i s  less t r a h i n g  and 
i n s t r u c t   is^, 

Primary teachers see t h i s  particularly. It is 
in ti:c naturc of ch i ld ren  t o  be  impuls ive .  Their 
attention spa~is are shor t .  They are s h o r t  on sanc- 
t i f i e d  self-discipline. W e  mighe apptai t o  t he i r  
new nature ,  b u t  they  are so weak and SJ soon forget .  
Alc~!g with t h i s ,  they  are not  t r a ined  and i n s t r u c t e d  
i n  the rdances of is r i g h t ;  they w i l l  laugh and 

carsy oc i n  the hallway t o t a l l y  o b l i v i o u s  t o  the 
dist3:actisn they  are causing other  classes, 

A s  a  genera l  r u l e ,  &hen, the  younger 
chi ldren  need more a f  a restraining use o f  the 
l a w ,  The d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t he  law a p p l i e d  t o  t h e i r  
o ld  man will f o r  a while be a p p l i e d  by Mom, Bad, 
and the  teachex; la ter  by themselves, 

D, Correct ion v s ,  Punishment 

Ns d i scus s ion  of Law and Gospel i n  the  
school  i s  complete wi thout  a d i s c u s s i o n  of the 
nature of correct ion v s B  punishmente Ourwardly 
they may appear  the same - perhaps a spanking - 
but  t h e i r  adm$nistragion and goa l s  d i f f e r ,  

Chastisement is  the l a w  adminis te red  f o r  
the  sake 0% coxree t i sn ,  1% i s  an a s s i s t  t o  t h e  
c h i l d ' s  new xaan in t h e  task  of p u t t i n g  d o m  the o l d ,  
It is  as i f  to say, '9 Inow you want t o  ds what: i s  
r i g h t ,  b ~ e  you are weak, It may h e l p  you t o  remem- 
ker t h a t 1  will 'be watching you, because I care f o r  
you, and that  if you cheat (o r  whatever) aga in ,  
you w i l l  be i n  the  same se r ious  trouble.'" 

Chastisement appea l s  to t h e  new na tu re ,  
not to the fear of punishment - that  i s  saved f o r  
t h e  o ld  man, 12 the  person is  not  p rope r ly  moti- 
vated by the Gaspel he w i l l  $oak on t h e  threat of 
d i s c i p l i n e  6s come merely as something t o  be avoided, 
r a t h e r  than as  a help i n  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e ,  One 
rarely has trouble convincing a C h r i s t i a n  ch i ld  of 
t h e  salutary nature sf  chastisement, 

Punishment i s  ans ther  matter, It is  ca r r i ed  
ou t  no6 so much f o r  the goad of the  i n d i v i d u a l  as 
f o r  the good of s o c i e t y .  S t  i s  reserved f o r  a l l  
those a w f u l  people  that Paul w r o t e  t o  % h o t b y  about .  
Our l i t t l e  soc ie t i es  canna& carry on i n  the g r i p  of 
the p r s f ane  o r  the drug-users and such l i k e .  We may 
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very- we11 ~.;all.i- to pursue such as miss ion  prospects ,  
bu t  :ip ianay be thaz we do s o  through some o the r  
agency ot %he church, 

Wke:~ we c h i n k  of it, much of what we 6 % ~  in t h e  
way of d i s c i p l  fne m a y  unnecessar i ly  partake of t h e  
na tu re  n E  p v r ~ i s b m e n t  rather than chastisement, 
T h i s  i s  a danger . ~ ~ h e n e + ~ e r  we have ''fs-d-.rnt~la'' eonse- 
quences for c e r t a i n  behaviors; a danger,  thae is,  
not  a certainty, 

E,  The %aw must not  M i t i g a t e  t h e  GsspeL 
or v . x e  verse, .-- ---- 
f -* 
L D ~ ;  f i n a l  emphasis upon teaching s a n c t i f i c a -  

t i o n  a n d  ~ n o t i v a t i r r g  the Chr is t ian  l i f e  i s  t h a t  we 
are not  tr: c~ndit~an one sf these  t w o  d o c t r i n e s  
w i t h  the  o the r .  "You did a r o t t e n  th ing ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  
OK b e c a u s ~  Cod 2orgLves you." "I know God fo rg ives  
you, b u t  you had better s t r a i g h t e n  up and f l y  r igh t . "  
- These are statements we hear others (and sur-  
selves) sayjng t i m e  and %ime again,  

'rf 1 h 3 - v ~  done a r o t t e n  th ing ,  then i t  i s  
net OK and there i s  nothing I can ever do t o  e r a s e  
the  wrong, P e r i o d ,  Christians, %so,  must have 
the  law in a l l  i t s  severity, whenever they are 
secure in themselves, 

I f  6 arzi fo rg iven ,  then %hat 9s a Eina l  and 
eveulasLing d e c l a r a t i o n ;  C h r i s t  cannot undo what He 
d i d  on the cross so t h a t  I can have my s in s  back. 
P e r i o d ,  Children  hose hear t s  are f u l l  of t h e i r  
own sl.a9srtcomlasgs and s i n s  mst hear  the sweetest 
melody o f  il:kze Gospe l ,  

Are ycu modifying t h e  behavior of your s tuden t s  
with the law sr are you modifying t he i r  h e a r t s  with 
the  Gospel? 

THE CENTWLITY OF THE WORD LM PREACHING* 

I cannot presume t o  t e l l  you how t o  preach t h e  
Word s f  God, 1 know my o m  weaknesses too we l l  t o  
believe such an e f f o r t  on my p a r t  would be of any 
g r e a t  value t o  you; and I have heard too much good 
preaching from my brothers here t o  be l i eve  t h a t  
you need anyone t o  t e l l  you what o r  how t o  preach. 
What I say  is simply a reminder of what you a l ready 
know we41 and p r a c t i c e  c o n s i s t e n t l y ;  and, I hope, 
an encouragement t o  my b r o t h e r s  a s  you continue i n  
t ha t  task  whish i s  your weekly o b l i g a t i o n  and your 
cons tang j oy 

I in tend  simply t o  o f f e r  a few thoughts on 
ITY OF THE WBm IN PREACHING: I n  pr in-  

ciple, we are called, a s  w i t n e m e s  f o r  God, t o  
preach the  Word, t h e  whole Word, and nothing but  t h e  
Word, I n  p r a c t i c e ,  this means t h a t  t h e  Word of God 
governs our preaching from s t a r t  t o  f in i shed  product.  

" L e t  the one wha has Ny Word speak i t  f a i t h -  
fu$Zy,'Wod says .  And i t  i s  t h i s  work t o  which we 
are ca l led ,  and -which we must pursue with a l l  d i l i -  
gence, The Bible c a l l s  u s  preachers  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
P%m"raa~~adorsPB o r  aQwftnesses'P f o r  God and f o r  H i s  
Son, Sumsned t o  t h e  s tand  each Sunday e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  H i s  behalf i n  t h e  course of our duty, where H i s  
people w a i t  to hear, w e  are under solemn ob l iga t ion  

* T h i s  a r t i c l e  was del ivered  by Pas to r  John Krueger 
t~ t he  Conference of Minneapolis and Eau C l a i r e  
area ELS pas to r s  on January 24, 1983. Rev. Krueger 
is pas to r  of Ascension Lutheran Church, Eau C l a i r e ,  
Wisconsin, 
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by H i s  commission and by H i s  people 's  ca l l ,  to t e l l  
the  t r u t h  -- H i s  Truth.  

That means w e  a r e  to preach H i s  Word, Our 
Lord s a i d  it t o  H i s  Heavenly Father ,  "Your Word i s  
t r u t h , "  And the  Apostle l a y s  i t  on the  heart of 
God's min i s t e r s :  "Preach tkne Word; be prepared 
i n  season and o u t  of season,' '  

And t h a t  means we are t o  preach t h e  Holy 
S c r i p e u e s ,  They a r e  the  Word sf God, given by His 
i n s p i r a t i o n  -- H i s  Truth,  i n e r r a n t ,  i n f a l l i b l e ,  and 
the only safe Guide i n  an age of apos tasy  l i k e  ou r s ,  

In  preaching t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  we are not  ex- 
pounding a dead letter, This Word i s ,  by i t s  o m  
elairn and by the experience of a l l  d o  have t r u l y  
l i s t e n e d  t o  i t ,  " l iv ing  and a c t i v e ,  sharper  than 
any dsubJe-edged sword, i t  pene t r a t e s  even t o  
d iv id ing  soul  and s p i r i t ,  j o i n t s  and m a r r o w ;  i t  
judges  the  thoughts  and a t g i t u d e s  of t h e  h e a r t s f 8  
The B i b l e  i s  more as tute ,  and more acu te ,  than any- 
th ing  our  buman minds could devise, i n  pene t r a t ing  
to the r o o t  of human problems and i n  its answer t o  
thase  problems,  It. does not  s t a y  on the  surface 
of human need o r  misery, as we otherwise so regu- 
l a r l y  do; i t  does not j u s t  t r e a t  symptoms. It g e t s  
t o  the  core of human need, human sin; i t  diagnoses 
that need unerr ingly ,  and i t  prescribes and o f f e r s  
the cowlete ,  perfect  cure -- Jesus C h r i s t ,  GedBs 
Son, the  Savior  sf the  world ,  

H e  i s  t h e  center o f  the Word, Whom t h e  Scr ip-  
triares c a l l  "the % ; $ ~ r d " ;  and so H e  i s  c e n t r a l  t~ the 
center sf our preaching, The Word we proc la im must 
center i n  H i m ,  n o  c a l l e d  us ,  a E  H e  s a i d ,  t o  be 
witnesses f o r  Bfm. And t o  be f a i t h f u l  wi tnesses  
co H i m  we a u s t  preach H i m  as God's w r i t t e n  Word 
presents Hime For t h e r e  i s  no Ghrfst  but  that 
C h r i s t  ffiaaaa God's w r i t t e n  Word inkroduees t o - u s ,  

And t o  add t o  -- or ddet-sacii, from -- what t h e  
Scr ip ture- ,  say of H i m ,  Ls t o  put f a l l i b l e  human 
specula t ion  above the inerrant  Word o f  God; and 
i t  i s  t o  f o r f e i t  our claim ts the honor s f  being 
H i s  witnessess as w e l l  as t o  do H i s  people  damage. 
The Cbrlsr. we preach i s ,  and must always be, the 
Christ whose person and purgose and works are 
described f o r  u s  i n  the  Scr ip tures :  The Son of 
God, promised and sent by God t o  be the Savior of 
t h i s  world from t h e  guiit and consequences and 
power of s i n ;  nu Less than t h a t ,  ever. 

That is the "G~ospe l ' hcb  ggrid news w41i6h a s  
witnesses f o r  H i m  we are t o  tell; and t h a t  Gospel 
is ,  and i s  cal led ,  " the power of God f o r  t h e  s a l -  
va t ion of everyone I~IIO belj-eves ." ifien therefore 
we are on the  s ~ a n d  testifying i n  H i s  behal f ,  we 
have d y i ~ a m i t e  i n  our  hands, and we m u s t  handle i t  
with care, as the Lord's A p o s t l e  describes it: "We 
do not  use decept ion,  nor do we d i s t o r t  t h e  Word of 
God. On the contrary, by set t i .ng f o r t h  t h e  t r u t h  
p l a i n l y  we comend ourselves t o  every man's con- 
science in the s i g h t  o f  ~ o d . "  

As witnesses, we are called ts preach t h e  
airhole Word of God, It wasn" mere r h e t o r i c  when 
the Apostle Paul  t o l d  the  pastors at Ephesus, a t  
h i s  farewell, '" Iha-ve not  hesitated t o  proclaim t o  
you the whole ~ g i l l l  of God." Ne had. And i t  is  no 
r h e t o r i c a l  f l o u r i s h ,  but  a prac t ica l  and e s s e n t i a l  
-rule f o r  the  pkeacher's work, t h a t  he preach t h e  
e n t i r e  Word sf C a d ,  nee j u s t  the p a r t s  of i t  t h a t  
he may feel  l i k e  preaching; and f o r  t h e  ed i fy ing  
af the  congregation he serves, that they  hear  and 
heed the eneire Word of Gad, no t  j u s t  what happens 
t o  agree with the i r  own i dzas  of how th ings  ought 
to be,  

x i ' s  easy to leave ou t  what w e  don ' t  like, both 
i n  planaing a round of preaching and i n  preparing and 
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presea-itj ng an i n d i v i d u a l  message, Some t h i a g s  
God s ays  are h a r d  t o  understand, and o the r s  a r e  
& a r d  to swaLlov; and preachers  and p a r i s h i o n e r s  
a l i k e  T O P  e a s i i y  can f a l l  i n t o  the  rat o f  taking 
what we 7-ikc snd leaving what we don't, 

Preaching t h e  whole Word of God doesn ' t  mean 
t h a t  we can preach everything God says  i n  every 
sermon; nor t h a ~  we w i l l  succeed in  preaching on 
every siingle verse of H i s  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  during 
our  en t i re  l i f e  t i m e ;  sf course  no t !  It does mean 
t h a t  we wi17L ha-ve our  hearts a t t uned  t o  a%% t h a t  
Be  says, and w i l l  be  aware of our  o b l i g a t i o n  no t  
t o  leave ouf: s f  our  testimony any i t e m  t h a t  w i l l  
magnify % i s  name and l e a d  our people t o  s t r o n g e r  
f a i t h  and e more godly life in H i m ,  

1% me?a:xs- above a l l ,  tillat our  preaching w i l l  
show a vital csnscisusness of what Be has  t o l d  u s  
t o  say t b  t h e  wsr ld :  t o  preach repentance and 
forg iveness  of s i n s  in Jesus' name, f u l l y  and 
elearly, ~~i l .1  remember and f i n d  t h e  hear t  of 
huaaaam need a n d  dis tress  in the s i n f u l  heart and 
hiZc of man, ahlch  must be po in ted  ou t  and csn- 
demned 126th Gad% sow ~ e o n d e m a t i o n ~  I ts  power, i t s  
g u i l t  and i k s  consequences must be s h o ~ ~ m  i n  t h e i r  
f u l l  and true and h o r r i b l e  dimensions. The forg ive-  
ness o f  sdals which Jesus came t o  b r ing  mus"szbe t h e  
heart sf 211 our  preaching,  f o r  wi-thout that t h e r e  
is n e i t h e r  hspc f o r  l i f e  eternal nor  mativation t o  
serve G ~ 3 d  cr laen here and now, It is here that  
n~uch ~ a f  what. cl-,ad-rns &LO be  C h i s t f a r ,  preaching u t t e r l y  
fails t c  l i v e  up t o  its name -- which is one p o d  
reass11 f o r  ehe reminders of t h i s  p r c s e n t a t i s n ,  

Th i s  mzy sound monotonsus t o  some p e s p l e ,  t h i s  
i n s i s t e n c e  on t h o r o ~ g h ,  h n s i s t e n t  preaching of s i n  
and grape #-- . j u s t  as i k  sounded l i k e  f o o l i s h n e s s  to 
t h e  wsrdly-wise i:a the days of t h e  Apos t les ,  But 
today, as then, there i s  no s t h e r  answer g o  t h i s  

w o r l d ' s  s e l f -des t ruc t ion ,  t h e r e  is  no o t h e r  satis- 
fact ion.  f o r  people ' s  " r e a l  need." To l e a v e  ou t  o r  
tone  ~ O F Z  these cons tan t  keynotes  of t h e  Scrip-  
tu res ,  then, Is t o  preach something l e s s  than  God's 
whole Word, and it is  t o  l e a v e  ou t  from t h e  preach- 
ing tha t  p a r t  of God's Word which i s  above a l l  
v i t a l  t o  the well-being of t h e  people  God h a s  made 
and redeemed, To preach God's Word whole and 
e n t i r e  i s  t o  preach t h e  f u l l  and t r u e  h o r r o r  of 
s i n ,  and the  f u l l  and t r u e  va lue  of J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  
our  Lord and Savior ,  t h e  h e a r t  of God's Word t o  us .  

Much criticism has been d i r e c t e d  a t  Lutheran 
preachers f o r  no t  preaching enough good works, I'm 
no t  a l t o g e t h e r  s u r e  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  is f u l l y  v a l i d .  
But the reminder i s  c e r t a i n l y  i n  p l ace ,  t h a t  we n o t  
f o r g e t  t o  preach good works as God preaches them 
i n  H i s  Word -- t h e  works t h a t  God eomands ,  t han  
which no works could be b e t t e r .  God i n s i s t s  on 
obedience t o  H i s  comands,  and H e  g i v e s  H i s  Law 
not  only ts show u s  our  s i n s  but  a l s o  t o  guide our  
l i v e s  when w e  have come t o  f a i t h  in. H i s  fo rg ive-  
nes s ,  To preach good works, then,  is  a l s o  p a r t  of 
our c a l l i n g  as M i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i tnes se s ,  Good 
works are the  I.nsvktable outcome of real f a i t h  i n  
the G o d  and Father of our  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t ;  and as 
such, good works can and must be preached,  It is  
dangerous t o  pu t  dynamite i n t o  t h e  hands sf someone 
who doesn ' t  know how t o  handle  i t  -- u n l e s s  you g i v e  
h i m  same guidance, The Gospel of our  Lord 's  f r e e  
grace has been t e r r i b l y  and f a t a l l y  misused by a l l  
t oo  many -- who have taken  t h a t  g r e a t  power and set 
it to use a t  their whim, wi thout  f i r s t  read ing  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n s  i n  ~ o d ' s  Word, God's w i tnes se s  must n o t  
a l low this t o  happen. A s  H i s  spokesmen we a r e  
called t o  t e l l  His whole t r u t h .  Tha t ' s  a b s o l u t e l y  
necessary  f o r  H i s  g lo ry  and f o r  t h e  well-being of 
those  people He l o v e s  so deeply and dea r ly .  

As witnesses  Esr God and f o r  H i s  Son, w e  a r e  
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bound to preach nothing bu t  the  Word of God, This ,  
t o o ,  is  atvuism among us ;  y e t  t he  tempgation is  
strong t o  preach a%$ manner of o the r  th ings ,  I 
believe c h i s  temptat ion comes a s  a r e s u l t  of l i s t e n -  
ing  too much t o  the  repeated -- and mono~onous! -- 
crfes Far var ie ty  t h a t  one hea r s ,  Af t e r  a l l ,  God's 
- - 
word is, as God H i m s e l f ,  e t e r n a l  and unchangeable. 
And after a while a s i n f u l  human being, perhaps 
iiven a s i n f u l  preacher of the Word, begins t o  g e t  
bored with always saying t h e  same th ing .  And i n  
 he ateempL, honest ly begun, t a  f i n d  a  d i f f e r e n t  
way ta say i t ,  he sometimes begins t o  say a d i f -  
Cerenc t h i n g ;  and t o  g ive  as a  reason the excuse 
heard so of ten ,  t ha t  t h e  Word of God Is no t  P P s t a t i c 9 1 '  
b u t  'Qdy namic , " 

On t h i s  excuse we have a c t u a l l y  been urged by 
qome t o  s t o p  t a lk ing  so  dogmatically and t o  l i s t e n  
"o  t h e  i n s i g h t s  of o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  bes ides  the- 
ology. Ve are. sometimes even t o l d  tha t  "God speaks" 

is US through "the ~ ~ o r l d , ' ~  It is  t r u e  that God 
r ies ~tar~ough much of what modern man says and 
-oes --- as well as through n a t u r a l  phecsmena --- t o  
yoke u s  awake so  we will l i s t e n  t o  9 i m ;  just a s  H e  
. sed t h e  burning bush i n  former days t o  g e t  Moses 
i o  t u r n  aside and l i s t e n .  But  a c l e a r  message from 
Cad m u s t  come from the N d y  S c r i p t u r e s  a lone ,  

i-n Lo ci-t-: bur olxe example of the  t r u t h  and impor- 

Tance o f  this: I n  presching t h e  good works t h a t  
< , ~ P l n w  f a i t h  in Jesus, we do not  and dare not  seek 
T i l r  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  those works i n  t h e  i n s i g h t s  of 
;1:icioi.ogy or  psychology o r  p o l i t i c s .  The preaching 
:.E good i~orlrs  i?lust be f i r m l y  grounded i n  God's Word 

hone, n c l  in human reason, Good works, as our 
jutherarz mnk'essions remind us ,  "are not  those which 
.:i/.eryonc cantr ives  f o r  hi.mself f s r ~ m  a good inten-  
5 o r  b j k i ~ h  are done according t o  the t r a d i t i o n s  
::I men, b i l t  those which God himself has  prescr ibed  
snd c o ~ 2 ~ a n d ~ d  i n  His Word, 

I E  we a r e  no t ,  then,  t o  be a c o l o s s a l  waste 
of t h e  time, e f f o r t  and money of t h e  Church of 
God i n  t r a i n i n g  us t o  be preachers  of t h e  Word, 
we had b e t t e r  t ake  t h e  Sola s e r i o u s l y ,  
and preach t h e  Word alone,  nothing bu t  t h e  Word. 
Otherwise, let's s top  pretending t o  be m i n i s t e r s  
of God's Word and hones t ly  accept  another  job. 
So long a s  we s tand  i n  t h e  p u l p i t s  of God's churches 
claiming t o  be H i s  wi tnesses  and spokesmen, from 
those p u l p i t s  nothing but  H i s  Word should be pro- 
claimed and heard. 

That w e  a r e  c a l l e d  a s  wi tnesses  of God t o  speak 
t h e  Word, t h e  whole Word, and nothing bu t  t h e  Word, 
means t h a t  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  must govern our 
preaching from beginning t o  end. I f  they do not ,  
we a r e  found f a l s e  wi tnesses  of God* 

The Holy S c r i p t u r e s  w i l l  be t h e  base from which.  
our preaching t akes  i t s  impetus and on which it i s  
founded. This  suggests  a very sound reason f o r  t h e  
custom followed now f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h a t  each sermon 
be based upon a s p e c i f i c  s e c t i o n  o r  t e x t  of t h e  
Sc r ip tu res .  I f  we be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  t e x t  of t h e  
Sc r ip tu res  i s  insp i r ed  by God, i n e r r a n t  and i n f a l l -  
i b l e ,  t h e  preaching of s p e c i f i c  t e x t s  fol lows q u i t e  
l o g i c a l l y .  O f  course, i f  you accept  t h e  a s i n i n e  
argument t h a t  i t  is  not  t h e  t e x t  of our  S c r i p t u r e s  
t h a t  is  i n e r r a n t ,  but  t h e  t r u t h s  revealed i n  them 
f a r  our sa lva t ion ,  you might dispense wi th  t h e  
preaching of s p e c i f i c  t e x t s .  I don' t  accept  t h a t  
reasoning, and I am h e a r t i l y  i n  favor of t h e  custom 
-- o l d  and hackneyed as i t  may seem t o  some -- of 
preaching s p e c i f i c  t e x t s  f o r  God's i n e r r a n t  Word. 
S am so i n  favor  of t h i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  I t ake  it 
f o r  granted t h a t  it is  standard procedure among us.  
(To anyone f o r  whom it i s n ' t ,  anything f u r t h e r  I 
have t o  say w i l l  have no i n t e r e s t . )  
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p S.le ?I- 14oly S c - r i p t u r e s  w i l l  be the  basis of our 
planning f o r  a year's p u l p i t  work (or  a month's, 
o r  a decade's) o r  hovever long  a pe r i od  you p lan  
f o r  at one time. We w i l l  p lan  our  preaching so  
as t c r  p r c d a i m  the whole counsel and will of God, 
not  Juop  t h a t  p a r t  o f  it  t h a t  may happen to appeal 
fC.3 I i S ,  

1 know no better way t o  make such a p lan  than 
t c  f o l l ow  the scheme of t h e  Church Year, u s ing  t h e  
many pec i copa l  systems that have been devised. It 
m a y  be urgued that these are themselves somewhat 
a r b i t r a r y  and t h a t  o t h e r  p l a n s  might do j u s t  a s  
w e l l .  e.g., preaching through a book of t h e  Bible 
i n  one s ~ v - - ~ -  -i~~, then  another ,  and so  on. That ' s  
f i n e ,  j u s t  so rhere's a plan  by which the  Word, 
the whole Word, and nothing but  the  Word, is  t o  
be p roc la imed ,  

L,ong-range planning over several yea r s  may 
suggest  a system whereby d i f f e r e n t  areas of t h e  
Sc r ipcu re s  are expounded. I follow, f o r  ins tance ,  
a five-year plan:  F i r s t  year, Gospels;  second 
year, E p i s t l e s ;  t h i r d  year, Gospels; f o u r t h  year ,  
E p i s t l e s ;  f i f t h  year, Old Testament. Each yea r ' s  
basic ser ies  of t e x t s  i s  normally broken a t  one 
p o i n t  o r  another by a d i f f e r e n t  type of t e x t ;  
that,% s aco!~cession, however l i m i t e d ,  t o  t h i s  
w o r l d ' s  passion f o r  var ie ty .  Such a scheme makes 
l i f e  interesting f o r  t h e  preacher, and I a m  s u r e  
gives greater range t o  my preachi-ng a t  l e a s t ,  
than if I would t r y  t o  g e t  by choosing a t e x t  from 
week t o  week; because I woul,d e i ther  s t a y  with one 
kind of t ex t  too long, o r  e l s e  d i v e r s i f y  so com- 
pletely a s  t o  be f u r t h e r  beyond t h e  comprehension 

of my people than  L a lready am.  Others  will have 
t he i r  own systems, probably bet ter  and more bal-  
anced than t h i s .  Whatever system i s  used, i t  should 
c e r t a i n l y  a i m  t o  p roc la im the  whole w i l l  o f  God to 
God k lpeople, 

S p e c i a l  series o r  s p e c i a l  occasions will, of 
course, require planning of their own. Here t h e  

preacher's own imagination and h i s  knowledge of 
the people  and t he i r  circumstances will combine 
with h i s  knowledge o f  the Word, t o  suggest t e x t s  
app ropr i a t e  t o  the occasion. Here again,  however, 

the Word of God should do t h e  l e a d i n g ,  and not  sim- 
p l y  t h e  caprice of the preacher .  

Why not ,  f o r  instance, f o r  Lent,  preach from 
John 13 t o  1 7  on the  Person and Work of Jesus? -- 
It night  be e rlovel change from dialogue sermons, 
f i l m s t r i p s  o r  chancel drama. Or3 why not  a summer 
s e r i e s  from t e x t s  that i l luminate the va r ious  p a r t s  
of the  L i t u r g y ?  Or a series o f  series covering the 
chief parts of Christian doctrine, Catechism-wise? 
The possibilities af forded by the Word are almost 
l imit less  -- as long as we keep our pe r spec t i ve ,  
and remember: We are cal led t o  preach, not  our own 
fancies, bur ~od's Word -- H i s  whole Word, and noth- 
ing but  i-lis Word. 

Tn the  p repa ra t ion  and preaching of each indi -  
vidual  sermon, too ,  the Word governs the preaching 
from start t o  f in i sh .  If i t  does not ,  then t h e  
preaching i s  not  the preaching o f  the Word, however 
plausible may seem as o ra to ry  o r  phi losophy.  

As the preacher p r e p a r e s  and preaches  h i s  sex- 
mon, Let him remember to preach the Word, t h e  whole 
Word, and nothing but  the Word. The t a s k  thus s e t  
f o r  us i-ndicates that God's Word determines i t s  own 
meaning. I n  prepar ing  t o  preach on a p a r t i c u l a r  
t e x t ,  the preacher w i l l ,  then, have t o  do a c a r e f u l  
job of exegesis - no t  eisegesis. L e t  him be scrup- 
u lous ly  honest with himself and w i t h  God's people. 
The Word of God i s  not a wax nose, t o  be twis ted  
i n t o  any shape the preacher sees  f i t .  The preacher  

must, as the  f i rs t  of a l l  h i s  people ,  t ake  the Word 
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of God as i t  s tands ;  recognize h i s t o r y  as h i s t o r y ,  
a l l egory  as a l l egory ,  symbol a s  symbol and v i s i o n  
as v i s ion ,  H e  w i l l  no t ,  from a text  an creation, 
preach evolukion -- not  even t h e i s t i c  evs lu t ion ,  
When a miracle of Chr i s t  i s  under cons idera t ian ,  he 
will not  a l l e g o r i z e  or symbolize or t heo r i ze  it 
away, but accept i t  First as the  h i s t o r i c  f a c t  i t  
i s  said by God t o  be. When t h e  t e x t  i s  a v i s i o n ,  as 
i n  Revelat ion,  t h e  preacher  will be c a r e f u l  not  t o  
import a r b i t r a r y  iabsolu"%es i n t o  each. i t e m  as t h e  
only poss ib l e  i n e e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

The Word may also suggest i ts  own a p p l i c a t i o n  
to today, and the preacher w i l l  first search t h e  
t e x t  i tself  f o r  cues a s  t o  t h e  proper a p p l i c a t i o n  
t o  the people ,  En many ins t ances  t h e  text i t s e l f  
will sugge'st i t s  app l i ca t ion  t o  any preacher  who 
r e a l l y  understands t h e  t e x t ,  and who t r u l y  under- 
s tands  Godss people with all t h e i r  problems and 
possibilitiese H e  should remember t h a t  the  va r ious  
people i n  h i s  audience e x h i b i t  various symptoms of 
s i n ,  j u s t  as d i d  the  people t o  whom the S c r i p t u r e s  
were imnediately addressed;  and t h a t  people  today, 
a s  w e l l ,  need s clear d iagnos is  of t h e i r  condi t ion  
and a d i r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  Gospel o f  God's 
love i n  C h r i s t ,  

God's Word suggests a v a r i e t y  of app l i ca t ions ,  
and t h e  pr lacher  of i t ,  i f  he would preach the  Word, 
the  whole Word and nothing but  the  Word, had b e t t e r  
not g e t  hung up on one or two  f a v o r i t e  items. Not 
every sermon, f o r  e>:am$sle, can o r  should deal with 
t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  r a c e s  o r  between the 
sexes -- though, t o  hear and read what i s  said and 
written, one would s u r e l y  th ink  there  were no o t h e r  
problems o r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  world ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
no t  i n  t h i s  country! The Word of God suggests  many 
o the r ,  some more personal, always j u s t  as v i t a l  
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  And t h e  preacher  of t h e  Word w i l l  do 

wel l  to laok $0 t h e  Word i t se l f  f irst ,  t o  determine 
how the Word should be app l i ed  and ta what kind of 
s i t u a t i o n ,  To preach t h e  Word whole and unmixed 
means tha t  the t e x t  i s  not a pre-text f o r  t h e  a i r -  
ing uE the preacker3s ge t  g r i p e  sr the  expsunding 
of h i s  favor i t e  dream; else he is preaching not  the 
Word of God, bu t  h i s  o m ;  he i s  not  preaching C h r i s t  
Jesus as Lord but  himself, and Chr is t  J e sus  h i s  
se rvan t ,  

~ t ' s  humbling, but  i t  may a l s o  be hea l thy ,  t o  
have those aggravat ing times i n  the study,  when you 
look a t  your t e x t s  arrd say, No% what i n  all the 
world can God possib$y be saying i n  t h i s  t e x t  t h a t  
is  going t o  have any bearing on me o r  on my people? 
For then a t  l a s t  it may begin t o  dam on our be- 
clouded minds, t h a t  it isn't rea l ly  we  o r  our people 
who determine o r  say what i s  meaningful a r  important 
f o r  us;  it i s  God, to, mom we would a11 do well t o  
pay much more attention, Bns$ead o f  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  - 
H e  mast say everything i n  terms tha t  w e  a l ready h o w  
and approve of!  And when t h i s  fog  has L i f t e d  Prom 
our minds, we can stand in God's p u l p i t g  clear i n  
mind and clear i n  speech, t o  P e t  the l i g h t  s f  t h e  
knowledge of the g lo ry  s f  God i n  t h e  face s f  J e sus  
Christ shine f o r t h  upon R i s  people ,  It i s  t h e  
preacher ' s  function -- and his joy -- t o  say t o  
~ o d ' s  people what God says;  nothing more, nothing 
less, nothing else, 

Thus the  Word of Gad i t se l f  determines (o r ,  
more accurately, 2) t h e  substance of t h e  preaching. 
This suggests i m e d i a t e l y  t h a t  i n  preparing t o  
preach, the preacher w i l l  look ts t h e  t e x t  i n  d e t a i l  
f o r  t h e  particular p o i n t s  he w i l l  make i n  h i s  sermon. 
H e  will let the t e x %  o u t l i n e  i t s e l f ,  as f a r  as t h a t  
is poss ib l e ,  tak ing  h i s  cues f o r  each p a r t i c u l a r  
poin t  from the t ex t  itsex, hzkd i f  he  Lets t h e  
t e x t  suggest  the p o i n t s  t o  be made, then why no t ,  
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in preaching the t ex t ,  quote the text i t se l f  -- 
po in t  f o r  po in t  -- as t h e  items i% suggests come 
up in the  sermon? Each preacher  has h i s  o m  unique 
way of daing t h i s ,  and each text has d i f f e r e n t  pos- 
s i b i l i t i e s  and problems i n  quot ing.  But c e r t a i n l y ,  
i f  people  are t o  be e d i f i e d  by God's Word, the 
preacher had better make the connection between 
text  arld sermon clear  beyond all doubt,  I f  the 
Word indeed i s  central  t o  p reach ing ,  then hew 
could the  preacher do less than t o  ai low the  Word 
t o  appear  i n  i t s  central  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  preaching? 

To go i u r t h e r  i n t o  the  cent ra l i ty  of t h e  Word 
i n  prmcil ing t q ~ u l d  r e q u i r e  a t  leas t  a short  cou r se  
i n  homile t ics .  That 's  the work of the  p ro fes so r s  
at our seminary, o r  at leas t  of someone more knowl- 
edgeable on the  s u b j e c t  than  1, But it is well 
that we have here atternpeed t o  remind ourselves 
who W E  are and .tahat our  wgrk i s ;  t h i s  is v f t a l  i n  
all our  work, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  as we preach t o  
God's sssembled p e o p l e ,  of fer ing them the Word of 
L i f e  f r o m  God H i m s e l f ,  d i rect  and concentrated. 
$ 1  I have pub My Words i n t o  your mouth," H e  says  

t o  His prophe ts .  And H e  is  f a i t h f u l  t o  H i s  promise. 
L e t  u s  nu t  by-pass o r  ignore tha t  tremendous gift 
and power; fsr i t  i s  t h e  only power we have a s  
preachers, and the  only t r u l y  l a s t i n g  g i f t  w e  have 
t o  give ~ o d ' s  people .  It remains f o r  each of us ,  
by the  power of God's S p i r i t ,  t o  "stir up t h e  g i f t  
of Go6 t h a t  i s  i n  us"; t o  preach H i s  Ward hones t ly ,  
f u l l y ,  and only. By t h i s  God will g l o r i f y  H i s  name 
and rejoice the  sou l s  of H i s  people. 




